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PROLOGUE
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lanto fumbled with the headset, dragging it out from under a pile of paperwork and swinging one of
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running and the whole system looked as if it were slowly imploding under the strain.
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said, slightly breathless.
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¢KS@QR 32 {( adoudtkn mingtes iefors to findadl the security systems down and an
alien rooting through their stuff. Messily, lanto thought with annoyance as he finally found the right
programme amidst the wreckage of the computer.
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about his past. And whoeveritwasg I & RSFAYA UGSt & T NP depeadigonhalv & G X 2 NJ
you looked at it. He had been wearing a Time Agency wristband¢ g KA OKSX FNRY LIy {i2Qa LI
was more or less a sign of impending doom.

Seconds after theyQ &ppeared the alien had vanished with a grin and a wink and Jack had followed,
after a sudden frenzy of button pushing and a muttered W{ 2 NNB.G 52 O 2 NJ

What was it about the other Time Agents that always made Jack run off, leaving the rest of them
behind? lantod NA SR (2 A3y 2NB (KS (K2dAK4G GKFG Ad ¢l ayQi
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focus just on the wrist bands energy. The two dots blinked out of existence for a second and
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There was the noise of a struggle. And the sound of a gun shot.
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But they were just greeted by silence, and then suddenly an unfamiliar voice:
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The ear-piece was suddenly alive with a high-pitched feedback squeal that NA LILISR G KNR dzZaK LIy
head. He squeezed his eyes shut against the pain, white lights dancing across the back of his eyelids.
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The noise stopped as abruptly asithad started YR KS F2NOSR KAa SeéSa 2Ly I
know what he was seeing on the computer screens and then he could do nothing but stare at it in
horrified comprehension.
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MONDAY

There was something about the light that crept i K NB dz3 K =~ WIh& dcr@ained Sadp8d réoR.a
He lay with his eyes closed for a while longer, not quite wanting to face it. He really fucking hated
hospital rooms.

When he finally forced himself to open them, it took approximately two seconds to confirm his
hypothesis. All it really took was one look at the ceiling. There was a particular white paint that they
used in the hospitals it K I & R A R gxit anywhé3eSI¥e. Hé \Bas almost willing to believe that

the rift had dumped a load of alien paint somewhere inthe NHSandi KS&@ QR 2dza G RSOARSR
most of it.
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would have.

At least he had a private room.
Although that did beg the question about where Jai had ended up.

He sighed; no time for that now. Better make the most of it, he thought, swinging his legs over the
side of the bed. He tested his legs for a second, but they seemed to be fine and in seconds he was
searching the room.

His clothes were missing. Which was annoying. And a little bit worrying; it had taken months, and

¢t2aKQa LI NIGAOdz I NJ ONIX YR 2F 3ASyAdzas G2 YI 1S Kia Of

Finally, giving up on his last hope that his coat might have been lurking under the bed, he pressed the
call button and tried to strike an impressive pose ¢ not an easy feat in a hospital gown, but if anyone
could manage it, it was definitely Captain Jack Harkness.

As it was, the nurse looked slightly less impressed than normal, but that was still something he could
work with.
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a moment, completely floored.
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The nurse raised an eyebrow and, with an overly dramatic sigh, picked up the clipboard on the end of
his bed.
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doctors, so if you could just get back into your bed, go to sleep and leave those of us with work to do,

to get on with it.€
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down his stuff. It was true what they were saying; the NHS was definitely overworked and

understaffed. Heg & 3I2Ay3A (G2 KI @GS G2 Ldzi GKFdG R2gy | a GKS
two phone numbers pressed into his hand.

Also, the overworking, might explain why his clothing had mysteriously been stored in an office.
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clothing.

He dressed quickly, but paused for a moment as he strapped his Vortex Manipulator on, flicking it
open. It was dark, only a dim light holding any promise of life. He pressed one of the less dangerous
buttons experimentally, recievingay 2 i @S NE CUINIH Whiegagsed > W

Oh well. It looked like he was going to have to spend a few more restless nights fiddling with it.
When he finally found hiscomm.= A G 61 &y QA ttef, @ @§ A KA LIS 822Kt & %
It whined lowly as he switched it on, the familiar sign of poor reception.
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It was no good.
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It took a moment for the mobile to switch on, and the annoying tune that heralded it was still alive
surprisingly loud in the quiet, still darkened room. Beth was biting her lip nervously, gazing through
the doors glass window.
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It rang four times and then Gwen answered.

oHello,£ she answered, slightly breathless.
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Gwen giggled.
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And then she was back on the phone again.d { 2 NNB X &A2NNEBX¢ A&AKS Il ALISRZ &/t

Jack cut the call and stood, silent for a moment. Gwen had lived with Rhys for years. Something was
very wrong. Outside he suddenly heard Beth start talking, trouble had obviously arrived.
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Jack lowered the phone slowly. And stared at the screen. The date was clear.



MONDAY

09/05/2005
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The nurse swore, inventively.
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The phone began to ring again. It was probably Gwen calling back, trying to find out who he was.
Tracking him down.

It barely took a second to drop the phone, force the window open and fling himself outside. The door
had only just begun to open.

OWho is this?¢ A thoroughly angry, surprisingly female, very Welsh, voice asked.
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Or cut me off on purpose, she thought.

There was a pause at the other end of the phone. Somehow pointed. It spoke volumes. Someone was
in trouble, or going to be.
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Gwen thumbed her phone off and dropped it back in her bag.
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head and kissed him quickly on the lips.
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It was an oddly sharp comment, greeted only with silence for a moment. Andy took a deep gulp from
his lager. He looked uncomfortable, huddled on a stool on the other side of the Pub table.
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move in together and save somemoney.t SNER2y I f f @8 aKSQR (K2dAKG AdG 61 &
have been round all the time and him and Andy would probably end up killing each other. Plus Andy
wasaterriblecook.{ KSQR TFT2060SR KAY 2 T Fhadddeniféeling guiltyHzoudith & K S E O dz
ever since.
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Only the top brass are even let in there.€
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they were calling someone in from one of the special branches.€
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It was a normal busy evening in Cardiff. The streets filled with enthusiastic drunks. A normal busy
evening in Cardiff nearly five years ago.
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up in the over wash.
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feet, as always, had led him back to the Plass.

Another thing to worry about.

Not only did he have to avoid himself (which, as there were now three copies of himself in Cardiff,
was going to be difficult enough), but he had to track Jai down, who could be more or less anywhere
in time or space, which might be near enough impossible.

Before Jai had appeared again, hS dimanaged to re-jig his own wrist strap enough to reactivate the
teleporter, but there was nothing he could do about the time travel, not for another 167 years at
leastX make that 171 years now.

Therewas no denyingitt KS Yy SSRSR (G2 32 (2 ¢2NOKgE22RD ¢2NOKg2 2|
knowledge and technology he needed. And, annoyingly, the easiest way to do that was to talk to

himself. The danger of Torchwood One discovering there were two of them, otherwise, 6 I &y Qi ¢ 2 NI K
thinking about. Yvonne Hartman would have a field day.

Of course talking to himself came with a whole other basket of problems. And not the ones
psychiatrists usually worried about.

May, 2005.

It had just been him and Suzie then. Yvonne had still been holding onto the purse strings like a rabid
Rottweiler and refusing them enough funding to pay another person. It had been another two
months before Suzie had found Toshiko.

God. Toshiko was still in prison. She was still alive. So was Owen.
And that was the problem.

He could save them -- warn his past self about Grey or tell himself not to tempt them into Torchwood
in the first place. Save them all that pain. But it was complicated. It always was.
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would still die and it would be his fault. But if they stopped her now, then Gwen would never find
them.

What was he supposed to say? Yeah,{ dzI A S 0 A (
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And | need her.



ButK S QR TFwlyfalibut Sukelorice. And maybe he could save her now. But how was he
supposed to choose between them? And how could he face SuzieXx | y26Ay 3 6KKXi &aKSQR o
WKFG KSQR YIF 1S KSNJ
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heavily. It always did.
Of course all that was just, he told himself angrily, trying to find excuses to not do what he had to.

There was nothing else for it. He needed to go to the Hub.

TUESDAY

The Hub was gone.
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been there. But there were no hints. No empty spaces suggesting its loss. It was as if it had never
existed.
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tourist point of view, in a much better location, near the centre of the Plass.

The invisible lift was neither a lift nor invisible anymore.

Jack had fought and flirted his way into the basements of the nearby buildings and then found he
could get no lower down. There was no where left to go. The Hub had brooded beneath Cardiff for
over a hundred years and now there was nothing left.
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The Hub had been there. If Jai had changed somethiy 3 Y I 8aA @S Sy2dzaK (2 | G4SN
been ripples in time stretching back centuries. Plus, Jack would have been having that weird sea
sickness feeling that he always got around major chronological anomalies.

Jack dropped downontoabench.Lost.1 S &l ay Qi &dz2NB 6KI G (G2 R y26d hi
and throw himself on the mercies of Yvonne. Never a pleasant prospect.

And that was if Torchwood London was still there.



I SQR & LJSsgaiiching that dav@nyiad broken around him and the city was bursting into a
different, mostly sober, form of life.

He watched as the street sweepers tidied away the debris of the night before and shops and cafes
began to open and found his eye drawn to a booksellers on the other side of the streetd ¢ KI (1 Qa ¢ K| {
lanto would do. Research. He got to his feet and headed quickly across the road.

They worked hard to keep Torchwood out of the public eye, but enough small, uncertain mentions
crept through that he should be able to check that the London branch was still around. If nothing else
a history of Cardiff might throw some light on things.

He smiled at the boy behind the counter with a small nod and started to explore the shop.

Li 4221 KAY GSy YAydziSa G2 FAYR GKS O2yaLIANF O& {rf
expected. Then again, some shops were dismissive about that sort of thing. Which normally, for him,
was a good thing.

He flicked through a few, looking for anything that might have Torchwood hidden within it.
Nothing.
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there was nothing about aliens. No Roswell. No UFOs. No abductions. Not even a book about fucking

crop circles, and they were a nightmare to cover up. If the normal police thought they had trouble

with graffiti, they should try dealing with it when it was the size of a field.

He scanned the shelf again.
CKSNE glayQd  aiay3atsS o221 2y FtASyao
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spotted a science-fiction section either.
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magazine.
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fiction books.€

G¢KS ¢KI GKEé 16K SR raidcbiighi, pr foRawake for that matter.
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tried again.
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It only took a minute for Jack to scan the measly two shelves reserved for the fantasy section and
realise that the aliens were missing here as well. There were a few sci-fi books squeezed in between
the books of dragons and wizards ¢ he spotted The Time Machine ¢ but most of them, even the
classics, were gone.

He had an unsettled feeling in the bottom of his stomach.

Either Torchwood here were frankly outstanding or something was very wrong.
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Suzie had the odd sensation that it could see her, even through the one-way mirrord® L (i Q &
horrifyingly human eyes, were fixed upon where she stood. It was unnerving.

Everything was unnerving. And fascinating.

It was huddled in a corner of the interrogation room, one arm wrapped around its legs. Human arm,
human legs, human eyes. Almost. From a distance you might have mistaken it for someone like you.
Even up close you might have doubted your eyes or your sanity.

She moved across the small observation room to gain a different angle. Its eyes followed her.

It was all angles; every limb, thin and long, everything accentuated. Its shoulder blades, its
cheekbones, its wrists ¢ everything bony and sharp. And where those bones reached the surface,
they jutted through the skin. Short, flat plates of different sizes, almost leaf shaped, like an open pine
cone. Along its shoulders, the outlines visible against his t-shirt, the bones of its hand, its cheeks, its
nose. Bones vivid in reds and blues.

¢tKS8QR &lFARX GUKS YSRAOA |
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almost, that it was all just makeup, an elaborate disguise.
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But Suzie had seen the scans and nothing on Earth was built like that.

DSI Hopkins stuck his head around the door, his eyes drawn to the mirror and the figure, his curiosity

plain. He had wanted to talk to it like it was a human, which was probably why the commander had

decided she should head the case, whilst he continued with the spate of NS OSy i YdzZNRSNA (G KSe@
investigating.
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She saw it smile from behind the glass.

After the fifth book shop with no mention of aliens Jack was starting to lose hope.

He needed coffee -4 LISOA FAOF ff & KS YSSRSR LIyid2 QawasO2FFSST o
amazing, he thought, how things, even minor things like coffee, could come to underpin your life.
You came to rely on them. To need them.

[A18 GKS SEAZGSYOS 2F FEASYAX |t A Ggfkislifletfidhe¢ 2 NDK & 2 2
O 2 dzt bBgiA ® Gomprehend what his life could be without them.

Wherever herewas,hS Of S I Ndst@onebacliRn/tife

There was a queue and some sort of argument as he entered the coffeeshop® . dzi A G 61 ayQd I
had anywhere to go now.

He glanced at the Starbucks menu, nothing too different and the currency was listed in pounds and
pennies. Prices which he sometimes still found ridiculous, it was one of those things that made him
feel old and out of place.

The Time Agency only had one thing to say about parallel dimensions ¢ avoid them. Make that two
things. TKS 20 KSNJ ¢ &3 Wy At@ad beéndne & theZatcepled/dangeys of &aldndzQ @
the Wrist Strap, and people had got lost that way, or presumably that way. TK S & Q R retfirSe@t® NJ
talkaboutit ¢ KS@ QR | ff fSIFENYyd G2 0SS OF NEFdzZ o

It must have been the wriststraps. TK S@ QR 020K | OGAGF ISR GKSY (23SGKSN
his hand half-wrapped around the boy, buried in the collar of hisjacketl YR KSQR 06SSy 32Ay13
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them both to the cells. Jai must have been trying to escape. Two straps, two destinations ¢ it had
been enough. Enough to tear a crack in the walls. And who knew where Jai had ended up, he could
still be there, wreaking havoc through Cardiff, his own Cardiff. He hoped that Gwen and lanto could
handle Jai. Even Jack, the old young Jack, had struggled with him sometimes.

Perhaps it was the thought of lanto that finally allowed the voice to filter into his consciousness. He
looked up quickly. It was him. Young and whole, untouched by aliens and dressed in a green apron. It
was lanto. Arguing with a flushed customer. A nervous supervisor was hovering nearby, clearly
wondering whether she should step in.

GL R2y Qi OIFNB gKIG &2dz al & @&2dz RAREGH (XS (RKINESIxE KY |
theproperstepscL 1{y26% L Oly GFadsS Aloe

lanto gave the man a look. It was a familiar look, sort of, though not quite right. Like the times that

Jack had tracked down his favourite authors, the books he remembered from the future, and

charmed his way inside their first drafts and mostly realised that they still had a lot of work to do. It
was a look in progress.

4 Saszx @ 2 dzQ NBé laltazaidisEflydBCE&sareit ot forNa.€

The man hesitated for a moment, obviously taken by surprise and then handed the cup over. Taking
it, lanto pulled the plastic lid from its top and then slowly and deliberately, never breaking the man@
gaze, picked up a dirty wet rag from behind the counter and squeezed it, one handed, over the cup.

A¢CKKAZJdBR &dzA i é2dz 60SUGSNEE KS alFAR Ia (KS adzLSNIDA
6hK Y& 3J2RZI LQY &2 &a2NNERzé akKS GdNYySR (2 LIyidz2o

G, 2dz R2y Qi S@Sy KI @S (2 areée Adzé¢ KS (G2fR KSNIE NXRI

5

hands. Then he was pushing past the queue, his face tight and angry and hurt. For a moment he was
0SaARS WFO1Z LlzaKAY3a LI ald KAYZI KAa KFyR NBadgAy3a 7
at him. Then he was gone.
Barely thinking, Jack turned to follow him.
~F ok k
He followed him through Cardiff. L I Yy 12 RARY QO y20A0S> 6A0GKRNI gy Ayaa

this version of him. It was a stark reminder -- no, a stark question ¢ what would lanto have been like
AT ¢2NOKg22RIMKIF Ry Qid OF dZAKid K

LG o6layQid a2 YdzOK GKIFG WFO1 K2 dzAatkvas mdteSalomgidgdzft R F A Y I
to cling to this one familiar thing.
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He paused for a moment as they reached the hospita. TKA & LINR ol 6t & gl ayQd I 3I22FK
g1 ay Qi fokARE. RskegdIack followed him into one of the long term care units, stopping
outside as he closed the door of a private room behind him.

The room had a large glass window, with a blind giving those inside the allusion of privacy. Jack could
see through it easily. As the door closed, a dark haired girl twisted in surprise, her eyes startled. She
was sat beside a bed where a man lay wreathed and imprisoned in wires and machines.

GL (K2daAKG 282dz 6SNBy Qi FTAYAAKAY3 dzydAf GKNBSKé Wi

& 2 2 NJme gb &uilly> Kanto told her. Moving forward he touched the mans hand, a brief, soft touch
as if to reassure himself that it was stillwarm. @ 2 KSNB Q& a dzY K€

WKAFYYy2yS WOl (K2dzZZ3K{3I L Ay ihat @eant hiimannbsibethairK | i o6 a
father. She stared at him for a second, hesitation in the gaze and then she looked down.

aL G2fR KSNJ G2 32 K2YS: 4KSQa SEKIdzZAGISRPDPD aKS ¢
lanto just nodded.

G2 KIHd KROS2NBS aRARKE

G¢KSNBEQa y2 RAFFSNBYyOS:I y2iKAy3daQa OKFIy3ISRbE

lantowad Yy QUG & I (HOWa4 syarthg akh Mdher, his back to Jack, and if he had been looking at

her perhaps he would have seen the lie. Jack wasand saw it.t HS Kl R Yy S@SNJ Y-&hé LI yi2Qa

was fascinated, and he saw the hurtful lie so clearly on her face that it felt for a second like he had
been punched in the stomach.

GLIyd2z¢ aKS alFAR az2¥iafeée yR KS t221SR dzZLlJr KAa
dadzYy GKAYyl1&aX L YSIy>X 6S RSOARSR: @fimthk Ay ] 6S aKk
machines off on Thursday.£

N Qx

f
C

The silence was horrible. They were both frozen. The only noise the hiss and whine of the machines,

GKS 2yfeée Y20SYSyid GKS a2Fi NR&AS yR Frft 2F GKS
G,2dz OLyQiéz¢ LIyid2 alAR Fd flado

dtSas R2y@dtyt 1S GKAA

aLa GKFG sKEFEG GKAA A& Fo2dz2iK 18§Qa 32008y G22 RATT
GLEYG2XE

G, 2dz R2y Qi 2dzad 3IAAGBS dzZL) 2y a42YS2ySao 126 OFy &KS

5
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G{KS R2S843¢ wWKAlLYyYy2Yy 4FARS GLIRAXNBHOQBX: AKB@ARY P

understand, you never listentoherca KSQa 2 dmwdéKA a O NBNJ
{2 AdQa SIFraASN) 2dzad G2 3ISG NAR 2F KAYK 2KIFGx a2
G,2dz GKAY] GKA& A& SlLaeK 2SS OFyQid OFNNE 2y fA1S

grAff 3ASU 0SUUGSNWE

w»

al

Q-

| SQ&a y2aG 3J2Ay3 G2 3ASH o
0S R2oYyKATEX &82dz KI g8 G2

a9 EOdza S Y S Baid BehirdBira, antl Jackitardedtfind a detective and two police officers
standing behind him. F2 NJ | Y 2 Yi@gstien eieS/QilR) else that was happening. & 2 S QR
F LILINBOALFGS AG AF @2dz ¢2dzdZ R 02YS 6AGK dza G2 (GKS a

Jack thought for a second about running or fighting but he glanced back at the room. Rhiannon had
stood, she was in front of lanto one hand reaching out to him. He pushed it away. If he did anything,
GKS@QR KSIFNJFYR WOl 02dzZ RyQi R2 (KIFG®
He nodded his acceptance.

~F ok k
Jack was hustled quickly through the police station. He thought that he caught sight of Gwen, dark

haired and curious, behind a desk, but a moment later he had been hurried into an interview room
and pushed into a chair.

One of the police officers was left with him, stood in front of the door.

G{2 o6KIKI@B5dziR R2>¢ WOl Fa{1SRxX adG2 3ISG + Odzld 27
The man ignored him and, sighing, Jack settled down to wait.

When his interrogator finally arrived, with the detective from the hospital, it was the last person he
had expected. It was Suzie.

(

Gae yIrgdimesé 50KS Yy aFAR a GKSe o020K G221 GKS 48

G/ 2aiaStft2x¢ WOl alFAR 0STF2NB KS O2dA R FAYAAKOD
{dd ASQ&a SeSa yINNRgSR &f AIK{Gf &3 SHewal thoféod fasS a i dzNB =
that.

G, 2dz 6 SNE SAERIZBR YNNI Ay3Izé a4KS Al ARS KSNJ 92408 OF ¢
There were signs of massive water inhalation, from which thankfully and surprisingly you seem to

have made a thorough recovery. Can you tell me what happened to lead up to that event?¢
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Suzie should have beeninlLondon. TK I & K| R
FTNRY dzyRSNJ ¢t 2NDOKg22R hy

§ai GKAy3 #KS
O2yBAYOAY I KSNJ

w ©
o W
Q¢
<,
n S
[

He shrugged.

GL R2y Q& NBYSYOSN

G, 2dz NBYSY06 SNI K2 (KM I rEinithasalai NS K ¢

G4b2s Al Ydal KIF@S 688y | F22R yAHROPOE 61 & LINROI G
& 2 fested your blood, therewasnol £ O2 K2t Ay @2dzNJ aeadSyxé {dd AS G2
LAYy QO GKIFG F3aAFrAyad Ye OAGAf fAOSNIASaKE WFOT | dzf

G2 SQNB LIS NaurSights fo llows ihét rdcefures we deem necessary if we believe the
alr¥sSie 2F GKS ylLaA2y YIF@& 068 dzyRSNJ GKNBLF G ¢

G! YRSNI GBKBEEK FTNRWHzy]l YIy 6K2 OlFyQd {SSLI KAa F22i

GOEQRRI 6 EBNBy Q38 6KAOK 0S5S3a GKS |sadte@yohvlergthes K& & 2dz |
YAIKG 0STF2NB I aldoé

L R2y Qi NBYSYOSNgthartysSeaS LbéKA G Y& KSIFRX

G, 2dz 6 SNB A K 21 yF2 K/ RNJI Gkaid Badl MLk cBulttindt Hidé the{slighk ténking
2T KAA aK2dzZ RSNBED® WFA KIFR d22 YISo #deili KK KMREDd a2 KFE G Ol

Gb2GKAY3AZ L R2y Qi 1y26 6K2 &2dz2OQNB GFf1Ay3 | 02dzi
It was not a very convincing lie.

~Fk kK

! NB @ 2dz & dzNdskingagketl dmd Suzie kKnadé aknéntal note to find out who had told
him what she had been planning and make their life uncomfortable for the next few weeks.

a1 Seépalyingtomes ¢  { dzl ASdzili 2RNBRF KASR (2 ale | yeaY2NBI &KS
herself. ¢ KAa o6l Ay Qi KAa OF&aSo

G2 KI G A FouHuSstioked lyinGXdr Bver an hourXé He was gazing at Harkness now, hands in
his pockets, his face odd. It took Suzie a moment to place his expression ¢ protective, possessive; the
look he reserved for the special members of his team. It was the sort of look that Suzie only knew
second-hand.

atlmight not be safe for him in there,¢ he added.
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G452 82dz 1y26 KAYKE {ddAS a1 SRE adRRSYyf & &dza LI OR 3
G2 KIFIGK b2d L 2dzald R2yQli GUKAYyl 6S akKz2dAZ R fSi &a2YS«
| SNJ KFyR Of SYyOKSR aftAdakKiftexr akKS glayQi 3IF2Ay3a (2
& 2 S enkh sofnething from that too. Whatever hisreactions ¢S Qf € € I Ny a2YSOG KAy 3o
GWdzaz2iy 3 aF & 6S R2y QUINEKI 2382 X oiNSH (O0Ka 20fKS fFad GKAy3

28t fx {dd AS I HidhaezAlKaliout thaf, DetdktiveSperidtehdiz®Hopkins. He had no
idea how much she knew about his out of office activities.

They shoved him into the room unceremoniously. He glanced around quickly -- it was just another
interviewroom.HS g1 ay Qi adzaNB K2g Ylye GAYSauedtidhs O2dzA R G ]
again.

GC2N&A Fad01S2¢ KS ag2NB MwgymirdS RANBOGAZ2ZY 2F GKS 2yS§
Gl SWEd] & WA al AR

Jack turned quickly. HS K I Ry Qi vy 2 (huddeS iR a coviherh his anSstveapyhdi Around

himself. He was shivering slightly, his jacket gone, his hand shaking. He tilted his head slightly and

AYATSR® ! FFYAfAINE aSONBG & YthinksSetore!ltstilBaded dzNS G K|
WI Cbte@hicatch in his throat.

The Time Agency had been always been liberal with its hiring policies -- as long as you were mostly
humanoid, attractive, clever, dangerous and had a healthy disregard for morals, you were in. And Jai
had all of those things. He was beautiful.

C2NJ b Y2YSyl WOl éFayQl &dzNBnge#bndthréndttoRien | yR GKS)
without a word.

GLQY y20 GKIFG O2f RZI fonamwdy withaut gi&tindtd his fedt)itzivat thoyoAg G KS 02 |
on him, pooling around him and loose on his slender frame® Huagry, mostly.€

G¢KSe KI @Sy Qi Ft8rRing awaydzid sittingdt tBe]desk, his heGdRndhis hands.

Gb2> YIeaoS (KSe R2yQli 1y26 GKS LINPLISNI SiAljdSias :
gKEFEG (G2 aASNBS LW O DSH RENB yI2NoyeS K S8y &R 21 yidhiS ySad SKyS NS

theword, 0 KS&@ RARY QO KI @S | yIFIYS F2NJgKFEG L glad LGQa
gl e& X

G¢CESR2y Qi aSSY G2 KIF@S YdzOKlackdomitky 0OS FAOGA2Y I L Qf
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G. A3 glLea G220 52 @2dz 1y2¢ pprkieréiL LRFRYUYR SABK t PX4d
alienswereinvolved--& 2 dzZQR K| @S G K2daAKG ¢S ,wewdre sy RdyaiS y 2 G A OS|
NEBYSYOSNK ¢KI Qa8 6KSNB @2dz FANBRUG FdzO01 SR X So | 2 dzQF
How long had it been, a month? No, just three weeks, L G KA y 1 X é

Jack ignored him. The memory sort of hurt. Anyway, Jai was just talking for the sake of it. He always
talked too much. It made him seem warm and bright and vibrant, drew people to him. It hid that he
was cruel and vicious and driven by zealous self-belief.

G¢KSe GASRBR WS AdzaO2 Wil @Y HzS R nlorfE &f 81048 big takiie& jpsNilie LI dzA S da h
Roswell, examinedmeX Odzi YS® 2 [£ay Qi YdzOK TFdzy o

Jack looked at him then, swamped in the coat and childlike. There was something unfamiliar in him,
his eyes reflective and broken Yy R WI O1 ¥FSft & | & dzNJHAd beeff thoushdbkR  SOG A &S
of years and he still wanted to protect him.

And there was the yearning. He ached for him.

He pushed the feeling aside.

oDoes your wrist strap work?¢ he asked instead. Jai shook his head.

GCdz01 ¢ WOl alAR F3AFAYyd a2Keé GKS KSfft | NB &82dz K¢
a/Fft YS WHAZ¢é KS &aFARO®

452y Qi LI & 3YSa s6AGK YSoé

G52y QG @2dz NBYSYOSNI WFEO1lK ¢KS& 3l dEyoykpt 12 &2dz | yF
LldzGGAy3a AG 2FFd ,2dz AGYy2NBR YS F2NJ RFedad ¢KSy &2
YAIKG Fa Sttt 0SS WFA®DE

Jack turned away, took three short steps to the other wall and just resisted hitting it.

dohn said you should have called me Jeremiah -- Wod will uplift, @ WI A  OBupydusay dathR = &
whatwe weredoing, 0 KS Y2aiG ¢S O02dzZ R K2LJS ¢4l a GKIFIG D2R ¢2dz

¢tKS@QR 3IAPSY WIA (2 KAY YR W2KYy ¢KSy GKAy3Ia KIR
to keep their best team together ¢ a present, a child. Though, even at sixteen there had been little
childlike about him. Of course, that plan had backfired.

atf OaESE YS W A dé

GWFEAZ 6Ke& RAR @2dz 02YS KSNBK 2Keé O2dz RyQi @&2dz 2dz
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GL &I y.irheAgéncydl he€ljt. And | thought, when John told me where you were, | thought
maybe if | could talk you into coming back, 0 KSy ¢S QG2dz R al gSX

Jack turned back to him.
G, 2 dz |'wokild eye} go back there after what they did?é
G428 O02dA R OKLI ypHAIX WHI A 68 BIYNIGS FAYAEKSRO

z

a¢cKSe aidz2ft g2 &@SIFNBR 2F Yé fATFTSH¢

(Vo))

6Stole? Jack you begged us to take it, to take away the memories cyousaid 8 SQR NHzA Yy SR & 2 dzNJ f
thatyoucoulRYy Qi adl & AT &2 dxXx NBINGYD SRR geKA di @A R Ry Qi &
RARY Qi ¢

It might be a lie. Jai had always lied. They all had. It felt a little like truth. Painful. What did it really
change, it was all a long time ago now, his decision had been made then, this future had been forged.
The good and the bad.

dzih GKIFG 61 & G KRS heljodibga hack ang'take adliffeieyit Qaih ¢ Aevier run away,
never meet the Doctor, just one life, one adventure ¢ would he do it?

¢KS ARSF 2F y20( YSSiAy3a GKS 52002NE 2F y20G YSSiA)
That alone would normally have decided hisanswer cK SQR Y I yIF 3SR (2 o6dzAf R FIl YAf
little planet again and again, and no matter how fleeting they were, or how painful, they were

a2YSUKAY3 KSQR lFftglea fF0O1SR 0STF2NBd C2NJ 6KSY KS

.dzi GKSY KSQR 2dzail 4SSy ¢KI G KS RARhakeBeenlié2asS FI Y
if Torchwood had never found her, never seduced her away. Powerful, successful, surrounded by
friends, helping people ¢ not broken and alone and a murderer.

'S GK2dzZaKi{ 27F h g S yandoBRos&tBpde onfa paNlielieartdaSddfMarkha Y
walking the world in darkness ¢ what would they have been like if aliens had never come into their
fAdSaK LT KS KFEIRYQiUK LT (KS 52002NJ KII RyQiK

z A -~ -

G2Ke |NBE ez BalbRIKBBKEY I (K AT TeAy3a (K2dAKG 2
Sa0ILISR 08 y20d¢

Jai laughed softly, though the laugh was oddly halting. ¢ ! Y ANEBRY(i KRl F2ft 2¢6Ay 3 (KS
CKI 20a t1S &82dzx WHO1l® aléoS L gta gl AldAy3a F2N 82
Jack waited for the real answer.

Slowly unfolding his arms from around his legs, Jai climbed slowly and unsteadily to his feet, using

the wall to his feet. The long coat fell open and Jack saw the t-shirt properly for the first time. It was

covered in blood, still wet, he was still bleeding.
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aL (2fR @2dz 6KSe Odzi YSo¢

Jack saw his hand, resting against the wall, clench against a painful spasm and moved forward just in
time to catch him as he fell. Jai leant heavily against his chest for a moment, his head resting on
WI O Qa .Ja& Wastiifthe $aiter and Jack let his arms settle around him.

GL g2dz RyQid KI @S 0SSy aiaNRy3a Sy22dzaK (2 3ASE | gl &3¢
could look into each others eyes.

GLQY aidNRy3 Sy2dzaKzIé WFEO] G2fR KAY YR WFEA y2 ;
Behind them, Jack heard the key in the lock, the door beginning to open. With his teeth clenched, Jai

Lddzf f SR KA & FNXa&a dzLk NRa FyR £SG KAa KIFIyRa asSadts
G2 KFEd ' NB @2dz RiZIMySI Kaél 8wl Gi K 2KISFKNFRA O 61 & YdzZFEFE SR (K
and then Jai clasped him tighter and closed his eyes.

He could feel the sound as it began to steadily thrum through the buildA y 3> WI A Qa KIF yRa LINE
him.

The building around them shook. From the corner of his eyes Jack saw Suzie fall, her hands tearing at

her ears. In a moment she was still, in another moment she would be dead, but in his own arms Jai

gl a adzRRSyfte afl Ol dzyO2yalOAz2dzar KAA& KFyR&a& FFffAy
Jack gathered him quickly up into his arms, he was lighter than Jack remembered. He did his best to

cover up the blood with his long coat and tucked the boys head deeper into his shoulder, hoping that

people would only notice a friend carrying another. It was probably the least conspicuous they could
look now.

He carried him through the silent broken police station, stepping over the bodies, carefully not
looking at them too closely, in case one of them was Gwen.

~rlk ok ko

DsSyQa KSIR gl a LI2dzy RAYy3Id {wktiSRhyKdndRAndg Thatez8 Y SY 2 NA Sa
never going to happen again.

No,UKFG gta flrad yAaKid | 2dz2NBE 320 { KSQR It NBI Rg K

She reached up her hand to rub her head. There was dust in her hair. She forced her eyes open and
saw long cracks running along the ceiling. Small streams of dust falling from it.

Gwen levered herself onto her knees, nothing broken at least. Around her the office was in tatters,
chairs upturned, files and paper scattered across the floor and the groans of everyone as they righted
themselves.
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G, 2 dtlsX NBE { KS | &,jor#e Rand®H his shouller,Jheboiggaim sit up.

5

& 2 K happened?é He asked, dazed.

There was the sudden sound of someone coming, from the closed off corridor and Hopkins tensed
beneath her hand. He was scared.

G2 KSy Al O2 ST INHE/SPEA T A RS &

G2 KI G4Ké& D gubhé wds alrdady Ritiggliag to his feet, his hand reaching for a gun, hung at
his side.

| SQR fY2a4d RNI gy AU @okgS, yushig the dobrdgeni el hairdvasa G dzy o £ SR
mess and she was covered in dust, blood seeped from one ear and a bruise was already forming on
the side of her face.

G2 KSNB FNB (KSeKé {KS &FARO®D
G¢KSe Q@S kimeasked drrorin Bidvbice and, yes, excitement. & L~ & I NJYT8ifs yaur2 dzX
Tl odz G ¢
~E ok Kk ko
Jack slipped back into the hotel room, makingsure 0 K & 6 B8 93 a2 0ddz2NDQ aAirdaly o1 a a3

and slipping the chain back into place. The lights were still out, only the soft glow from the street
lights seeping through the half open curtains.

It was enough light to see that Jai was awake, though he was still led out on the bed, looking tired
and hurt, his eyes half shut. Jack moved across to himquickly>x RNR LILJAYy 3 GKS Of Sy (254
ask for onto the bed.

The old towels had been as grubby as the room looked. All faded pink wallpaper, bare carpet and
cheap, bland pictures. It was the only place he could afford with the money in his pocket. He doubted

his Torchwood credit card would do any good here.
Gl 26 | NS &2dz FSStAy3aAKE

S
G EfNAIKGDP ¢ANBRD® [A1S @2dzONB LINR Gl &KfSe al aRdzK A@2 SR?
FILEtAy3d 2y GKS aSgray3da {Ad Ay W01 Qa KIFIyRZ 2yS 27
guests.

Jack pulled two small bottles of vodka from his pocket. HS QR K I R {i.8le paslieddnd intolil K S Y
WEAQ& KIyRO®

G 1 2 LIS T dz ff 8K SitKUIE o A f
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GL GKAY1l AG YAIKG G118 020KZé WEHA &FAR SAGK | &Y
G! TN AR L QiMhisaredd y 32 dz20l S SKI @S 6Kl 6SPSNDa f STl vé

He waited until Jai had taken a deep swig of his vodka and as quickly as possible prised the t-shirt
away from his bloody skin. Jai hissed slightly, his teeth clenched together.

WI- gtofhdch was a mess of blood, Jack O 2 dzf Ry Qi S @Sy & S SCargfillBhIngeis S 4 K 2 dzf |
traced the cuts, settling at last on the place at the top of his hip where they had obviously dug away

the flesh to reach the base of the protruding bone and sawed it through, leaving only sharp pale

edgesbehind. ¢ KSNB g1 ay Qi YdzOK KS O2dzZ R R2 (2 KSfLI Ado

Jai was watching him.

GL GKAY1l GKSe ¢ laig iack felt albriefasadde@sBrye bfvaBe¢ but Kitdlowd on it.
| § O2dA Ry Qi +FFF2NR (2 2248 KAad KSIR 20SNJ GKAA 21
G,2dz Ffglea GFr1S YS G2 GKS yaodSad LI I OSaz Wk Ol o¢

WE Ol 61 ayQi artzbidhe Hotel rosn OpaniBd-thé secod vodka bottle, he poured
some onto one of the towels and began to clean the blood away from the wounds. Jai winced, his
body shifting beneath the cloth. He took another deep drink of his own vodka.

G/ 2YS 2y3> WFHO1Z¢é KS al AR ( KMR e oitfg& mddluky ® aL QY ¢
2AyS YSE RAYS YSo® {K2g YS | 3IF22R 0GAYS® L O2dz R R:
The wounds were as clean as they were going to get. Carefully he opened the sewing kit. Finding the

needle.

B2 @2dz 61 yi LI hdasked KaNBtlatyhed, brbkenly. dzS K £

G.ftdSz¢é WOl RSOARSR:T alLi oAttt 32 6SGGSNI gAGK 82c
G52 82dz tA1S AGKE WA a]8SRo

ForasecondheRA RY Qi Y2@S |yR GKSyYy KS fSG KAZackSeSa YSSi
reached out and stroked the small bones along his cheekbone and Jai smiled, it was tight and pained,
but still a smile.

aL fA1S AGxée WHOl G2fR KAY FYR (KSy o06Syid KAYaStT¥
time to get the needle threaded.

At last it was done. Jack took a deep breath to settle himself. Jai took another drink. Carefully he
pressed the needle through the skin, pulling the sides of the cut back together. Compulsively Jai
NEF OKSR 2dzis KA& KFYR INALILAYI WHO1Qa O2f¢ftF NI G I
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ForawhA f S G KS& adGdlreSR Ay aAfSyOSeo ¢KS 2yfeé az2dzyrRa i
needle entered his flesh. Jack worked quickly, eager for this to be over.

Suddenly Jai laughed breathlessly, though there was little humour in it, the sound coming out ragged
and pained.

Gb2tisAa FTFYAEAINEE KS &l ARO®
G2 KFEGKé WFO]l Fa{8SRS y28 NBrHtfta fAa0SyAyas KA& YAy

NoL 3IdzSaa @& 2dz ¢ 2 VherdiwerIdrivedad thiBgblat thefend (wegot involved with
thingsg S a4 K2hdebdRYCAEA KOG Ay 3IXé WFHAQE @2A0S GNIXAftSR gl & |

WIE Ol RARYQO gl yld G2 GKAY{| Fo2dzi Add ¢KS ¢AYS | 38y
have.

Finally he finished. It had felt like it had taken years, though the flashing light on the cheap TV told
himit had only really been minutes. ¢ KS& a il @SRX y20 Y2@Ay3a: &aAatSyid I 3
KFyR &aGAff 0dz2NASR Ay WF01Qa O2ff I NE K2f RAyad KAY |

G{{@KSNBE R2 @&2dz ¢gtyid YS G2 GF{1S @&2dz 2dziKé¢ Wk O]l I aj
A longer pause.

GYSSLI YV A WS SWF YS Ay dé

Jai pulled him forward by the collar until their mouths met. A deep, soft kiss. Familiar and reassuring.

They pulled apart, their faces still close for a second and then Jack stood, pulling away. He saw a brief
0 dzNE G 2 F  LJ bhtyt only Msted\drmbnizat as SednBvid to the other side of the bed and
carefully climbed in beside him.

slipped down, undoing his shirt and slippingbeneati K G2 &aSGdGfS I3 Ayad GKS afia

WE Ol 1AaaSR KAY (KSysz 3Syidte atARAYy3dI 2yS I N¥Y o0SyS
FAYISNE aiGNB{SR (KS o02ySa 2y GKS o601 2F WIAQa Yy

It was a long tender kiss, made up of many smallerones, YR ¢ KSy GKS& TFAylFIffe& oNR®
headNE&GSR 2y (KS ONR2 {fellasiep.WI O] Qa &aKz2dzZ RSNJ I yR KS

Suzie stood as tall and straight as she could manage. The side of her face was still throbbing. Beside
her Hopkins had regained his composure, his anger hidden again, his careful mask back in place.

. dzy RS NEchi¢fobriktable 3 H KBRX & G K| { A Detedive Bost@l@ tagNdtiR S OA A A 2 Y
LINRA2YSNB AY +y dzyaSOdzZNBE NR2Y (G23S3GKSNW®E
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G L ¢shetreplEd,

& 5 §itathe concerns of your superior officerk &

{ KS RA RY Qi kinNdadoh@ughRakeady tald.dim everything.
! Yy R gahyafaligsdaf the possible dangers of such an action.é

GL ¢ a K2 LA Yy Ralegidencerahort kné dargdrs AWE hadrun out of other leads to
followl y R L @&K2dzaKiX

d¥our thinking has allowed a serious potential threat to escape onto the streets of Cardiff.£

'S 4 AGSR 0Ogdato Eespdhd again. BN GA K2 dzf RY Qi KIF @S &F AR FyeidK
since learnt the danger of rising to his bait.

GLQBS I f gl e&a KI RCo¥alo. YR 2radréligble, unpreditibled 2dzQ PSS 06 SSy KSNJ
YSENI @ I @SIFEN FyR R2yOM &sa0S S\MihaiyRe gleiliagr§ory@yili t SR Ay @
NEOSAOPSR FNRY [2YR2Y ¢4l a 060SOlFdzasS GKSe 6SNB SI3ISN

She fought down the angry flush that was threatening to emerge.

G ! firgs cahdidered, and following the recent disaster, | think control of the case should be handed
toDSIHopl Ayad LQff €SIF@S AlG dzZll 12 KA 6KSGKSNI KSQf f
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WEDNESDAY

The sun was warm but it was the soft breath against his neck that woke Jack up. The heavy weight in
KAa INY ¢Fa NBlIadadaNAy3Id IS RARYQG 2FGSy 3ISG G2 41|
ready and waiting for Jack. Except when they were woken by the sound of the alarms.

G { £ S S LIAhy mAurnfuredisdBtly and Jai hummed, a soft pleased sound, lips pressed against
WE 01 Qa yS0]

His eyes opened. There were cobwebs on the hotels ceiling. He pulled in a deep breath, crushing
down the disappointment. Jai kissed him on the nape of his neck.

Gb2i alatsjdstdkiyhgimpatiently,s Jai kissed him again, on the lips this time.

Gl 26 NS @82dz FSStAyaKE WFEO] Fa]lSR KAYXI NRffAy3a 2¢
covered with splatters of blood.

G. SGAGSNEE WA (2fR KAY@da | ¥k YP262V&D LI K&R dz3IKdzA ¢
thought, maybe, John was lying. About you.€

G, 2dz GFE1SR (2 W2Kyzé WOl NBLXASRO®

GL 6 yiSR Kaa KSfLIEé WA FRYAGGSR®Deaddl S 2dzad f | dzA¢
Gale@oS AGa oSGGSIMI GKIG AG Aazé WOl G2fR K

Jai paused.

6, 2dzONB RAFFSNByYy(z¢ KS alAR G fFL&ads &aaz¥dSNWE

WE Ol RARYQU NBLXES gFAdGAYy3a FT2NIKAY (G2 O2yiAiAydsSo

GL 1y26 | t20 2F gKI G ¢S Rwadlllgveraad Woikn@h@kRz W O @
KdzYlFya 221 0 LS2L S 0OHAS (KSY GKEE KRIBRNBMiIY 2 VRN ]
this.€

z A - A

Il A4 FAYISNINIY |f2y3 GK SRAS 2F WFHO1Qa gNRad adl
G¢KSe g2dZ RyQl KIFI@S AT GKS@QR NBFffe (y2s6y o6KI G ¢

They lapsed back into silence and even though they were still led close it felt like there was a sudden
gap between them. Without warning Jai sat up, wincing slightly.

G¢KS ARSIF g1 & 32 2RI warkedStdout,alidhe thingYthafh&d goriewdoiglaldS & @ L
it was right from the beginning, from the charter, but | tried to get them to change it and they
g 2 dzZf Ry Q0 & if{tékedlto thé iKvantiad iKl talked to Adam Mitchell, told him not to sell the
patentX YR KS gl a 6KSNB &2dz 6 SNBE ¢
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4, 2dz OFyQi R2 GKFGZé WFHO1l &FAR® &, 2dz OF yQi OKIF y3s
G 1SS YSPSNI RARKE

G2S aKz2dzZ RyQi KI @S dé

GL 1y26> 0KIGQa oKeé L ¢Syl (2 e2dzNJ ol aSoé

a2 KeKé

M

G¢2 aSS oKIFG L gl a dzLJ 3rAyadzs G2 asSS gidid ol a 1
thoughtX | thought maybe there was another way. | thought if you came back the others would to
YR S 0O2dzZ R NBodzAtR A0 YI1S Al o0SaGdGdSNWE

Jai turned to look at him.

428 O2dA R adAtf R2 AdGZ WOl ¢
G2 KEd FNB @82dz GFE1Ay3 Fo2dziKe

'S GdzNYySR NRdzyR O2YLX SGSteé GKSys (1ySStAya Ay FNRB)
that both their wrist straps were held between them.

428 O02dA R FTAE G(KSY®E

LT 6S TFTAE (KS haaccideBit, wd éuldgdt batkB IO mareShought but Jack
said it out loud.

Jai sighed, looking down for a second and then back up, his head slightly tilted. He leant forward, and
fSG 32 27F WI O befaghis andIHalding itirebottioBhis wdh.dzf R

G2 Ke 020KSNK 28 0O2dzd RecndBabldas, hadrivatdinvest@Niould ed I NI F I | 2

gKIFIG AO0 akKz2dzZ R KIS 0SSy od¢
& WI dheard@h2m-0 KSNBEQa y20KAy3 2dzi GKSNB® b2iKAy3a (2 al
FE2yS Ay GKS RIENJYySaaoné
Jai rocked back on his knees and shook hishead.[ SG G Ay 3 WI 01 Qa KIFIyYyR FNBSI KA3
G2S R2y QiU 1y2¢ al KIKEXI HifASHFER RARF QI 02YS KSNBP al
61 2y Q0 YdzOK 62NIK GF {Ay3oé
G.2dz OLyQl 68 adNB 2F GKI (o
GL Kl Q8 @GR olS (y2e GKFG NRAIK §pragtigally cravBng indBealittt S | NBy Q
.dzi GKSeQff o0SO0R2MYSo FI@XBES KMAVAST KB exF (KSe R2y Qi S
YR t208SR A4 2daAi 32y Soé
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WI 01 O2 ddi Ry2Qaf RNCLGE eNB | & & dzNB K A andpwhht&erfjegpl 6 | 0 2 dzii  f 2
thought, 1 KSNB 6SNBYy Qi |ye NBIf 2 NRiloodkedbedXagatierr NIl & ¢ KSe@
and apart.

GLOG 62y Qi 62N WK & MByH (i SIOKEG 6S 62y Qi 068
pointless.2 S R2y Qi KI @S GKS LI NIasz GKS YIGSNARFfaod L

(p) (@]

|
YSI

Jack gestured meaninglessly. The original time travel had come from this time, but the wrist straps,
whatever the Doctor said, were complicated technology. Mitchell had needed to jump blindly
forwards centuries to find the material to make them work properly.

a W2 Ky séidyau hegedlistened properly in classes. We have the strap, with that we have
everything here on earth that we need to replicate the parts. We just need to synthesise the raw
materials.¢

42 SQR YSSR I 3ISyAdaoé

G2 SQf f ©F A ¥ BZN2 ¥ S Sy R, Jack havi yoU| tilodght ab&uStaat? | réad har BI&
she could do it.€

dLeave Toshiko alone,¢ Jack snapped, his voice suddenly harsh. The idea of Jai near Toshiko was
horrifyingF YR KA & RA&3IdzalG 61 a 200A2dzate Of SN |S &l g
strength and fury. A sudden reminder of what Jai was really like.

G ! Y olfrotaschie, Jack, i 2 3I2 Yy SI NJ & 2 dzNJ JailhybBtéhis feetzdragfing thei £ S F NRA Sy F
bloody t-shirt back over his head.

Gwdzad fSIF@PS KSNIFf2ySs L R2KAQIPESH Yyl KSNI 02 6S RNJ

G2 Ke y20GK _2dz RN} 33ISR KSNIAY o0ST2NBo® 2Ke Aa (KAA

GLUQA 2dza 0 RATFTFSNBYy( o¢
G, 2dz R2y Qi 3ISd G2 GBOQV YSUGgHRRAYHZOIR2f( Bye¥2ubdi2L)
Jack got quickly to his feet, reaching out for the boy again but Jai shrugged him off.

GCKAA AayQlid 20SNEE¢ W A,addithanRudderdy JaMilasOUmmiNgBrid @& SR F2 NJ |
pain was echoing through him, shattering him, and the world went black.

Jack woke hours later, housekeeping banging on the almost open door, the chain at its limit. The first
thing he noticed was that his wrist strap was gone, the second was that Jai had gone with it.
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He took one glimpse around the blood spattered room and decided it was probably better to leave
through the window, only pausing to pull on his coat. It still smelled a little like Jai.

Once he was out of the hotel it was more difficult. He had no idea where Jai would go, and howhere
to go himself. He wandered aimlessly back towards the Plass, again.

He thought for a moment of going back to the hospital... back to lanto. The memories of the few
seconds before hiseyes had opened, 4 KSy KSQR (K2dAK4G AdG 61,4 LIyd2 F2i
blended with the image of him angry and hurt beside KA & R&Ay 3 FlF KSNR& o0SR®

Hehadl Y26y FTNRY LIyi20a NBO2NRa GKIFIG KAA
aSyiSyO0S: sAlK2dzi SY20GA2y 2NJ 6SA3IKG | yR
He pushed that memory aside again with an effort.

EvenwithouttK I & KSQR | f NBIF R& 0SSy FINNBaiSR 2y0S |G GKS
question.

But he needed something. Someone. Reassurance. His eyes were drawn to a phone box.

He wanted Gwen.

The phone was already in his hand, when he hesitated again.

ltwada | aSfFAAK RSAANBI || aStFAAK ySSReandh&E QR KSI NR
wanted, even if it were just for a second, to draw her into all this? Jack had seen her so many times,

hurt and broken and lost ¢ all because of Torchwood. | S QuRed NF life by letting her follow him.
Hers, YR ¢2BKR| B.2§RQJ, bz RS RdadeleddewhoheQR (2 dzZOKSR®

Jai had said that his life had only been worthwhile because of the Time Agency, but he had been

wrong ¢ the Agency had sucked them all in and turned them into monsters and unleashed them on

all those worlds. It had ruined their lives,F Y R 0 KSy KSQR t S KAYasSt¥ R2 SEI
Torchwood.

¢tKS ¢AYS 1'3Sy0e KIFR dzyf SI & KS Randtlisivorlti sBhedA v > S@Sy AT
dzy LINB LI NBR F YR dzy SELISOlGAYy3A:x Ay ySSR 2F LINRGSOGA2,
2 | Ay QG & dzNdBar ta. fie oe8 Jai BuR thieh He owed the others too. He had to fight him.

And he had to do it alone.

He slammed the phone back onto the receiver, hesitating again.
He just needed to hear her first, he just needed a reminder of what he was fighting for.

He picked the phone up and dialled her number quickly not wanting to doubt the decision now it had
been made.
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She answered onthe fourthring--a KS | f g @ 4 R AR that VB i@ seéned R KA Y
desperate, three rings was expected and the other person might give up before the fifth ring.

Gl Stft2x¢ aKS alARI a2K2Qa GKIGKe

'S O2dzZ Ry Qi | yaHeBewbherRYRY @F KISy @l @8 KSNI I yed KAy
get herself involved. The pause stretched between them.

aLa GKFG @2dz |31 AYKE {RRS Qia (19R sacdakit Siy/® & dR2n[\2H (2 ¥ d
taktome?L g2y Q@i eoBG8EPOIY KSt LI &2dzpé

{KS LI dzaSR F3IAY YR KS lfY2ald Kdzy3 dzlJ §KS LIK2yS:
her off.

G, 2dz a2dzyRSR fA1S @2dz 1-iShd Sy 20d8 Fi2KNEBIFTFKAIE S yXRR 2] dy 2N\d
just...€

The line suddenly went dead, then clicked back to life.. dzi DgSy Qa @2A0S gl a 3I2yS |
hear what sounded like a struggle and something else, something different, underlying the whole

thing. It sounded like an oddly discordant hum.

GDsSYHé WFO] aK2dziSR® aDgSyHE

G2 KIFGd LQY R2MWFDILE MFLR2 MIIAWRIFNRY (GKS 2GKSNJ SyR 2
dzLJo €

GWIFAX R2y Qi R2 U(GKAA&ADE

G52y Q0 AYOGSNNYzLIG YSo L Qarz 2iflii I2Adf IR AYQ [ RSB 2y &iNE
understand?h y OS A G Qa &2 NIi SRX .tk ybu werdrigh® | think welcad (2 3AS0H K2
replicate the accident and... Just letme have this.L Yy SSR AU0X L ySSR GKS ! 3Syoe
behind likeyoudid.L OF y Qi o6dzi LQff YI 1S AlwardatdbeprBudE &2 VYSU KA
again. And maybe | can rescue Toshiko like you did.€

R K

(s}
>

GWIFAX LI SFaSzé WwWFHO]l o0S33 Y ®
GL 62y Qi KdzZNI GKSYXZ L LINRPYAASIEI |a t2y3 a &2dz R2)
There was a slight pause.

G52y Qi 3SG Ay Yeé ¢gle&x WHO1d 52 @2dz NBYtG&ID SN (K24
R2y Qi ¢yl G2 dzaS GKSY 2y KSNE o6dzi e2dz 1y2é6 YSI |

The other end of the line went dead, leaving Jack staring at the phone. Lifeless and cold and
RSALI ANAY3I AYy KA&A KFEYR® C2NJ I Y2YSyYyld KA& YAYR gl 2
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Andthend 2 YSGKAYI WA KIR &FAR &dzy] Ayi2 KA& &KL GG SNE

He had to get to the hospital. He had to find lanto before Jai did.

~Fk ik kL x

Gwen woke up slowly, her head pounding again, though now the feeling had the taint of familiarity.
There was an image now as well, an image of something monstrous, an avenging angel. No, not an
angel.

It was almost not a surprise when she forced her eyes open to find that she was in a small
windowless room, nor as she rubbed a hand across her face to find it was caked with dirt and dried
blood. Neither felt real, but they matched too neatly with the last things she remembered to be a
surprise.

z

LG f Sl &dtedusS 41 Ay Q

The only real surprise was that she was not alone. DCI Costello was unconscious beside her, roughly
flung on the floor, face down, bruised and bloodied.

DSy ONIgfSR (G2 KSNIIFYR a 3ISydate +ra LlRaarofsSs g
FAYISNE &aiNB{1SR NRdAAKf& R2gy [/ 2aiGStthaui@asshy SOl = adil
was breathing lightly that was probably, Gwen thought, more her own ineptitude than something to

worry about.

la akKS FAylLftte F2dzyR (KS Llzt andthen chendd &cfompanzda Se Sa T
by a hacking cough. She sat up suddenly, her eyes wide.

~ 2 4 oA

z

GL Re¥ydAé DSy (2fR KSNE K2LAYy3 Y2adte G2 OFfY KS
Costello looked at her in blank confusion for a moment. Unsurprisingly perhaps. It was definitely a

weird situation.

vdzZA S LI NI FNRBY (GKS 200A2dzaz DgSy ol ayQid adzaNB f
Ay GKS LI ad &@SIFEN® ! yR akKS 1ySg akKS glayQi Fft2ySo
aKSQR o0l NBfé& YAESR ¢ikgitokkeepiakah, calcBiatiny distafice bétie®ry =  LINB F S NJ
herself and everyone else.

Ds6SY RARYQG GKAY]1l aKS 1ySeg I Evaninyvark hSrknbvidetlgf 3 | 6 2 dzii  f
pretty much amounted to the fact that she was always there all hours, tended to get the job done

and most the people from her department thought she was a bitch.

G, 2dzQNB 2yS 2F (KSdpd 2SS g2N] (23SGKSNE R2y Qi oSt
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GL QY Bhé iy, Bodding and held out her hand.
GLAYDPDD SNNNIPPDd L QY { dzhobkhér bandaTRe® wadBoodf on iGdRd gkt G SNJ | L
G!'yR Y& yIFYSQa WHAZE | @2A0S arAR FTNRY (KS O0O2NySt

He stood there, unnoticed, the monster who had attacked them. Almost a monster, Gwen suddenly
found herself thinking, because he was also beautiful and wearing a simple hoodie and jacket and
there was a shadow of frailty and pain on his face, all of which stopped him seeming entirely
monstrous.

G2 Ke KI@S @2dz G118y dzakKé¢ {dZ AS aLl i FTNBY 06SaARS
GL RYyRGEE KS NBLBW SRAzA [ t BNKiFALYaE OdzNA 2dzas fA1S @20
It obviously meant something, because Suzie blanched beside her.

G52y Qi ¢2NNE & KSyCGSoA R LISAOAKS & K 207S0 YillydeTBKS R G2 02y
right to cold, detached cruelty like humanity has. And having seen your apartment, Suzie Costello,
cold detachment seemstobesomethA y 3 & 2 dzQ@S YWRS NI GKSNJ Iy | NI

Whol NB @& 2 dzK¢ D dHSsyhiled, ialkes Rwakdsthérand knelt down close to her
before answering

G{20/S OSNE FTINJFNRBY K2YSs @&K2Qa 2dzaid t221Ay3 F2NJ
G2 Ké R2 @&2dz ySSR dzaK¢

G52y QisweethaddN¥ dzZOQNB 2dza i KBRBSG G2y Y211 B BNINEYR 2F YAy
FyedKAY3 addzLIAR® LEQAa Ay KA& VY lhofgoNBWE-¢ 0dzi f dzO1 A f @

OWho?€ Suzie interrupted. Jai rose to his feet as he turned to look at her, suddenly towering over
them again.

Grhe man you locked me in with. You made a mistake, there; 6 S g SNByYy Qi ¢2NJ Ay 3 (23S
long time, not until you forced us back together. | suppose | should thank you for that, but | must

FRYAG GKI G NXelgalitileditter, L Q¥VAGIBBABERD® LQY adz2NB AlG 67
enough.€

LA KS ' YSNROIYKéE DgSy | a1 SR K kawnogpdinSiyupskthg a SSYSR
him unless it was necessary.

Gl 2¢ R2 @&2dz | ysRedherindt aiting for his atdwar.S
!y ' YSNAOLY OFftftSR YSoé

G2 Ké RARYQU I2 B iSSKEe dzas F2NJ
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S RARYQU 1y26 aKS 4l a adzliRidSepted @, D& BA RYRA y 3
G fft yez2ySoé

GLUGQEA LINRPOSRAINB DD

GL GKAY] ,Suiceastedd. Nét af méygwprovedthat. No,L G KAy 1 @& 2 dzQNB
@2dz2ONB y 2> 322 Ré Boe2ldkiBEKK &2 dz2NE St T | yéayoReindz | SSLI a4 SC
0S50l dzaS GKSy AGQa @2dz2NJ GAOG2NE | yR SOSNER fAGGES ¢
about you.€

-
O
pd
&

{dd ASQ&a FIFIO0S KIFIR FNRITI Sy o0SySIiK Ada YIFal 2F of221
G{02L) Adz¢ DoSYy &lIAR azFfifted a[SIFPS KSNI I f2ySoé
Therewasl LJ- dzAS FyR WFAQa FF0OS G(GgAadSR F2NJ I Y2YSyis

a ll right. For you. And for him. But she has long since lost any right to my pity. Or my mercy. What
would you like to know?¢

L R2y Qi dzyRSNRGIYR>Z¢ Do& EBEENRBY adXB) BRYKRLOGSEz §
KAYZ y2i GKFG L NBYSYOSNWE

Gl1'S t20Sa @2dzx KS 42y Qi NR&a] YS KdzNI A yogang 2 dzd |, 2 dz
GKSNB KS Aa i kafikddtiedher||yy2Ri KKSNI &8 200K S OSy (1 kB NB Fi & & dzNJ
F2dzy Rl A2y 2F KAA&DE

GCEKFGIQa y20 Ll2aarofSzé {ddAS aFrAR O0AGGSNIE&sS a52y¢
GLGKE WFEA alFAR ljdzASdtes a,Sax L adzll2asS L Ydzad 0 ¢
RAR (2 YS ¢2dzZ R FSS{ YdEOKS 2 NE NSO NBD 2G2asNdRBResdr> ({KdE
right. Y2 dzQNB y 20 3J22R (KSdABIBYRARS2FZS88dAGYR FTAYRA ¢
GKIFy @2dz Oy S@SNJ 0Sod¢

With that, Jai turned to leave, making for a large iron door in one wall. Pulling it open with what

looked like some effort. All the bolts were on the outside.

AAAAA

G2 KIGQ&8 KA& yIYSKE D6Sy &dRRSyft ez AyaliAryOiArsdsStes
'S LI d&ASR &AfK2d8GGSR FIFAY

a0 UKS fA3IKG o0dzi RARY
G, 2dz Ottt KAY WOl ®é

Jackstumbledatf I &0 AyG2 GKS K2aLWAGFf NR2YX ONBFOGKESaa Iy
was, alone and wreathed in wires ¢ a cage of tubes and monitors.
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1S KIRyQG 1y26y 6KSNB (2 t2210 1 SQR GNASR LIEyidzQ:
thoughtabout{ G F Nb dzO1 & o6dzi AdG RARY QiU &4SSY tA1Steé KSQR i«
Jones in the phonebookto2 FFSNJ | y& KSf LI withSubtehnigaSsdpfoNIINEhE& € G a2 2 .
SYRI GKS 2yfeée LIXIOS KSQR Y2 ¢nlessBalotdotia first. i dzNy dzLJ S¢

Jack pulled in a few deep breaths and then turning, closed the blinds so nobody could stare in as he
had. He paced to the small window, staring out across industrial Cardiff, carefully ignoring the man in
the bed. It was surprisingly sunny.

But the view could only hold himsolong, YR KSQR I f gl &a 32y Shismidd § 2 KA IK
was trained to it. The view could not hold off the thoughts.

'S RARYQUO gtyld (G2 GKAY]l |o02dzi LI yidtRe@odmdfd G KSNX | S
dyingmanz G KF G KS gt a LI dzASR 2y GKS SR3IS 2F GKS Y2Y$S)
broken and then remade in the image of Torchwood.

LT KSQR 2dzad o6SSy aSyd ol Ol | F¥S¢ YZayftawodd f I G SNI ¢
have fled to London and, eventually, to...

'S RARY QU Y204 dthbigndNI2R/ KIKQAR w9\ bBFtereayfiykhingg &8 | 92y Yy S
could happen. A few more months and the matter would have been out of his hands.

It was a selfish wish.
He watched as some gulls, the scavengers of Cardiff, sailed past the window.

'S KFR 0SSy Ay | 02Yl 2y 0Sgjuskractuiedniyofed. | SARST S8 SNI A (
FoftS (2 KSIFENJGKAYy3Aas (GK2dzAKI KS NBYSYwoMBR (GKIF G®
C2NOKg22RZI YAYAO{IAYy3d y2N¥YIFfAlGe FYR GKSNBQR 0SSy |
listening to the people who caredforhim RS a LISNJ G4 St & (dNBRAYy3 G2 al @S KAY |
for them to let him die, so he could finally heal and escape from that limbo.

Perhaps that had been how Owen felt by the end.
LG R2SayQli KIMIEESKEKAEIAR BABRGFH & KdzNI dé

Dying hurt and coming back hurt, but for those blissful moments between it had always been
peaceful for him. He tried not to think about the things Suzie and Owen had talked about ¢ the
movement in the dark. Did Abaddon exist here? Did Death? No aliens, but what about the other
things?

He turned at lasttolookati KS 2t R Yl y® 1S RARY QO NBIbyte 221 fA-
whatever disease was eating away at him, leaving his pale dry skin clinging to his bones. Jack knew he
could have picked up the chart and known exactly what this thing was. This thing that must have

33



KIFEdzyG SR LI yid2 F2N &SI Nohidedahindkh® onRlastbgf@iof ¢ yi (23 41|
ignorance.

dknowyoursonéKS (2f R KAY® aL f20S KAYXZ I RAFTFSNBY(d KAY
FY YR LQ@Sddd Lddd L gl yld e2dz 2 (y2¢6 GKFG L 62\

He felt the hollow awkwardness of the lie in the base of his throat. Around them the soft hiss and tick
of the machines carried on and the lie settled and became a promise. A sickening promise that Jack
1ySé 2yS RI& KS g2dAZ RyQi oS FoftS G2 (1SSL®

He was so absorbed in the feeling, in the silent disapproving presence of the man, that he did not
hear the door open.

G2 K2 GKS KSff INB @2dzKé¢ LlIyid2 FalSRo®

He was pale, his eyes dark rimmed and heavy with sleepiness.! Y R & dz& LJA OA 2dza ® WI O] Qa
at the sight of him. He was still safe.

Ga& yILYS Aa WFO1l | I N)&AShEIdoRt hig handdiy & ¥ O MLIOG A ¥ B NI Y B @& A C
almost yearning for it. lanto just stared at it.

He was dressed casually, all soft colours and soft materials ¢ jeans and faded t-shirt ¢ a different
man. The suits gone. Jack had to remember, he was a different man. He should treat him like one.
Like a stranger. Behave like a professional.

G! NB @2dz LIyht2 W2ySakKé
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activities of a dangerous individual who we believe might make an attempt on your life. L Q@S 06 SSy

sent to keep an eye on you. To protect you.£

Jack was carefully trying to keep his voice neutral, desperately trying to hide his need for lanto to
trust him. To have faith in him.

lantogroaned. a L R2y Qi FdzO1{Ay3a 0StASPS GKA&AZ¢ KS ayl LIISR
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Gwen paused for a moment, she had been examining the small high window in the wall where dusty

sunlight was filtering through. Even if they could get up there she was pretty sure it was too small for

either of them to get through. Still she could see what looked like a street and there was a faint hum

of traffic and even if no shoes had wandered past yet, if they could break the window then when

they did they could shout...

{dZd AS 61 & ONRPJdzOKSR o0& G(GKS 0ol aBnegoWwfoibke@nis | g YSGl ¢
according to the scratched face of herwatch,F Y R G KS& QR K IThNeRhingsthatkikaBR | 62 NR @
told them had felt to her like it was hanging between them, an invisible barrier.
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There was a pause, accompanied by the faint sound of metal grating against more metal as Suzie

worked at one of the bolts.
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G ¢ K I iibe tue.ynian, you came all the way from London ¢ big and impressive and good at your
job...£
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There was a heavy pause.
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Suzie turned to look at her, sharp surprise in her eyes.
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words trailed feebly away.
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it was probably a good thing that her mother and Brenda~ ~w K & & (had Wa2ed eficE dvtier at first
sight, if notbefore. [T (G KS& S@SNJ 6FyRSR (23SGKSNJ aKSQR 6S R22

Suzie turned back to the door.
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the conversation.
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dh¥ O2 dzNE.SVS@WesR, welh@esaitig English people being better than us at anything.
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Suzie straightened up, climbing to her feet as the door slowly and painfully swung towards them, its
hinges freed.
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Unexpectedly Suzie laughed.
ek
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| Qi@nally caught him the third time and convinced lanto to stop to talk in Splott of all places, and

now they were sat beside the canal. Jack thought that maybe this time he might believe him. He

hoped thathewould® | S gl a4y Qi &dzZNB K2¢g (G2 KI yhBWwoSldhavk A & & G NJ
just reached for him, drawn him in and drawn him out. Even with a stranger he might have.
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But this lanto was something different, something in between. He was a stranger and a lover and
SOSNEGKAY3 SftaSe WOl O2dZ RYyQi 2dzad NBFOK 2dzi G2
away again.
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difficult relationship with the police; they tend not to listen to our warningsuntil itQa G2 € S ®

Jack had a fleeting image of the Judoon ¢ uninspired and implacable. HS QR y 2 i G K2 dzZaKdG | 62d
for years. Not since the incident in London, anyway, and not for a long time before that.
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The wind rose for a second, lifting their hair.
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R2y QG 3SdG G2 S ZHSrbse quikkly 6 his fdetpcRarimeaking Yodedve again.
Jack pushed himself to his feet, grabbing hisarm. ¢ L I y 12X LJX S &S R2y Qi R2 GKA &«
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dangerously between them. Gwen had teased him once ¢ told him that as soon as anyone heard him
alre LlIyd2Qa ylIYS (KS@QR (1y2¢ K2¢g KS FStd | 02dzi K

They stood for a second like that, frozen in place, the closest they had been in this world, their eyes
locked together. Jack felt the paused and felt himself lean, naturally, forward slightly. Then lanto
shook his hand off.

G52y Qi OF t f ,nNeSounded incerTain of Bx&tly Svhath&was forbidding.
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explosion in the distance.

Without meaning to, Jack grabbed lanto again, holding his arms tightly. He felt shaken, and it must

haveshown--L I Y12 Qad KIyYR& 6SNB adzZRRSyf & {KSNBotha dzLILI2 NIi A y
their eyes scanning the sky and both finding the plume of smoke steadily beginning to snake through

the air.
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Another difference.
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reluctant ones, when the first explosion flung them to the ground.

Gwen just managed to get her hands beneath her in time to cushion the fall, the stinging of the grit

mixing with the numbness of the impact. For a second she just saw pure whiteness and then the

ground faded back into clarity beneath her. Her head was pounding again -- she needed another

painkiller. Whatwl & A G KSNJ AN} YRY2GKSNJ KIR &FIARK ¢KIFd ¢ a
@2dQff o6f22Re& NI OGGfSQod

As the initial shock faded away she felt a gentle rumble beneath her palms. It was like the feel of

traffic but deeper, more menacing. She might have thought that it had been an earthquake and this

the aftershocks, ifanother SE LIt 2 8A 2y KIF Ry Qi ONJI O1 SR GKNRdAAK GKS |
reached her nose. She pushed herself carefully onto her knees and then into a more comfortable

position. Her trouser was ripped, the knee beneath it bloody and grazed but definitely movable.

Suzie was still stood, staring into the sky, where twisted smoke was beginning to rise, it looked like it
was a few streets away. With a slight frown, she turned back and offered Gwen a hand. Thankfully,
Gwen took it and allowed herself to be pulled to her feet.

G! NB @2dz KdzNIiKé {dzZ AS a1 SR KSN
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She knew what Suzie knew -- that, unarmed and with no backup and no means of calling any, their

duty was to head back to the station. But her heart was pounding fast and her fingers tingling ¢ and

aKS RARY QU GKAY1 SAIlKSNdnthig wds hagpéhikKgiandshe iiated ®2 6 A (1 K (
know what it was.

Their eyes met for a second and without saying a word they began to move quickly towards the

prison. Two more explosions echoed towards them as they moved. The damage was clear, a gaping

break marring the tall outer walls, rubble littered to either side. They moved cautiously towards it,

pausing either side, pressed against the remnants of the stones and peered inside. There was a lot of

aY21S FYR F2NJ I Y2YSyid DgSy O2dZ RyQii aSSod ¢KS TFAl
guard led nearby, his body was curled on the floor, his hands on his ears, blood seeping from

beneath them and from his nose and eyes.

There was another explosion and the sound of brick and stone scattering and sliding and groaning. As
the wind shifted and the smoke cleared a little Gwen saw the new wing of the building. Its corner had
broken away, scattered around its base, all five storeys now open to the air. Before it stood the
small, easily recognised form of Jai. He barely looked capable of such destruction was barely moving,
had no recognisable weapons. But then there was a deep, painful, rumble of noise from his direction
and another section of building shivered onto the ground.

Suzie caught her eyes and mouthed silently, 6 2 SQf f 32 NRdzyR (0KS 20KSNJ gl &3

~E KRk AL X

lanto hesitated for a moment and then, not quite knowing why, began to run after him. Their path
took them along the silent, almost deserted banks of the canal, only passing one man walking a dog
and then they emerged into the streets of Splott. Here, the people were almost frozen, half paused
for action, unsure of what to do. It was like that moment when you startled a rabbit and it hesitated,
half in flight and half out of it, deciding whether you were a threat. They raced past them, startling
them further, eyes wide and confused.

Another explosion and a few began to move.

As they passed lanto saw the twitching of curtains, worried and angry faces peering out at the smoky
sky. None of it felt quite real to him, he felt outside of it, outside of himself ¢ as if he was watching
himself in a movie where strange things were happening. Moving towards the danger and through it

all the large hulk of the hospital brooding intently over them.
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They were in Adamsdown before Jack paused, his breathing heavy, his face pricked with sweat. lanto

stopped with him, took two deep breaths and grabbing him forced him againstthewall. & ¢ St f Y S

gKI G6Qa KILWSYyAy3Iz¢eé KS RSYlIYRSRO®
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mouth slightly open, and his breath suddenly soft. Another explosion. The echo of it trembled

through the wall and through them both.

Jack looked away, back in the direction of the prison, and lanto felt the breaking of his gaze like a
sudden, sharp loss.
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lanto shook him slightly, pressing him hard back into the wall. Wanting answers. Wanting his
attention again. Jack looked back at him, angry now and roughly, easily, pushed him away.
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Jack sighed. & , $rdeantyou.L G Qa O2&v LI AOF 6 SR®
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dLike | said, complicated.€ He paused for a moment, looked torn about what to do and then, with a

grimace, KS o0S3aAly G2 aLISF] F3IFAYyd® aLQY y2i FNBY | NRdz/R
identical to this one ¢ in that world you work for me... | care for you and for the girl inside that
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the edge of the alleyway he could see people running past, cars crashed and abandoned and the air

filled with dust and smoke. He had a sudden glimpse of his father, in his death bed, untouchable.
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She pressed herself further into the corner, wishing the wall would swallow her, longing it to. She
could feel the building vibrating through the stone.

A small part of her, the part still called Toshiko, was busy trying to work out what was happening,

GNBAY3 (2 FTAYR (GKS OF dzaSX 0 dieredvis Snoxker edpldson LIS R £ A & G ¢
loud and painful and the sound of screaming. She pressed her hands painfully against her ears, not

wanting to hear it.
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terms with how it was always crushingly noisy here or destructively quiet and she had no choice over

which she was caught in.

Another explosion, more screams. Another voice was screaming at her now, a broken desperate
voiceinherownhead-¢ 2 A KA1 2Qa @2A0S®
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But she had learned long past that listening to that voice only caused trouble and pain, so she
pressed herself further into the wall wishing that it would swallow her and never let her go.
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Alex Hopkins drummed his fingers against the police cars dashboard in frustration. Their siren was

blazing, but the streetsweNB® 3INRA Rt 2 01 SR KItF GKS OIFINA |0l YR2Y SR
In the distance there was another explosion and his fingers paused for a moment and then took up

the beat again, more incessantly now. If he had been off duty when the attack had happened he

would have already been there and half the team would have been on the way, weapons at the

ready. He should never have taken the promotion, it took up too much time ¢ too much time playing

it by the book.

G CdzO1 U KA & X éhis a8 beltildose & pushifig she dadd dgar open.
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Alex was already out of the car, he leaned back down for a moment, looking back into thecar.ad L QY
going on by foot. Call through to the station and get there when you can.€
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feeling of excitement and joy, began to run, winding through the abandoned cars.
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The sky was beginning to darken as they reached the prison, the smoke standing out palely against it.

The building, the remnants of it, was in tatters, walls broken and smoking and bodies everywhere ¢
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sickeningly familiar feel to Jack, one he had tried to escape again and again but had never managed

to. A battlefield. The perpetual soldier, someone had called him that once long ago and far in the
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He glanced wearily and as surreptitiously as possible towards lanto. Neither had said anything since

they leftthealley. lantoK I Ry Qi NBI f f &8 NBEI QRN 4K S KS NI yKRS O (51 S K
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hoping and hopeless. And mostly lost.
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made him seem the same.

He felt the deep rumble of danger that underscored those rare moments whenever Jai appeared in
his dreams, one of the endless lost souls that haunted his nights and kept him from sleep.
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The easiest route inside seemed to be to scramble up the rubble, ignoring as much of its hidden

horrors as they could and steadying themselves against the sudden rushes as the stone slipped away

beneath them. They emerged, mercifully quickly, into the one of the fourth floor corridors, its end

now gaping hungrily at the smoky sky. Jai was there, crouched in front of a door, his lock picking

SldA LIYSYyld Ay KAa KFEyRaod /fSINIe&x KS glayQid LI I yy)

As Jack pulled himself inside, lanto besides him, another cracked brick shifted beneath his feet,

rattling down the heap.

WEA aG22RZ GdzZNYyAYy3 [[jdzAiO1fe& FYyR 3INIOSTFdzZA e Ia KS )
GSELRYA o0dzi (KSy AKhSsaviRiackhis faca twigtel Sniily and thexr tdbs eyes

settled upon lanto. The boy was tense beside him, nervous and angry, never a good combination.
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silent, something twisted inside Jack.
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atsharing.ly FI O0X RARY QG @XdzidzK$R KB XNPdRa@ 222K A G 16 & dzF
42



LFEyid2 RARYQU NBLX & odzi adNXAIKIESYSR af A3aKGftes &l
@ KIEG &2dz2QNB amatSadzANE BILISIOA2T KAA (S YKE

G, Sazé LIEyid2 IRYAGGSROD

B2 &2dz gl yili (2 RANR 60 BIKEK 822KEQNEBS Ay OSR &82dz y26KE
452y Qi R2 (GKAaZé WFEO]l 61 NYSR KAYI KA& 26y SeSa y:

G. 501 dAS KSQa FdzOd AY2 682 deXS MyGIXK S@E ye R TEDG (LF2 W 120270 N
enjoyingit. Ishouldknow.L dziA SR (2 06S &2 dzd¢

LIy d2 R AR fEQdicareiibrad. dhat, at least, felt uncomfortingly familiar.
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Jack wrenched his eyes away from lanto, beginning to move just a moment too late. In a single, fluid
move Jai turned, gripped the door by its handle and the small window set in it and ripped it loose.
Jack expected there to be a scream, something, a reaction but instead there was simply silence. Jai
was staring inside.
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Toshiko was curled in the corner of the room, her hands around her head, her face buried into her
knees.

JackQa ONBFGK éFa GNILLSR F2NJ b Y2YSyld Ay KAa GKNRE
There she was.

Alive. Terrifyingly, gloriously alive.
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Gwen edged up the stairs carefully behind Suzie. The gun felt wrong and heavy in her hand. They had
taken them from the bodies of the guard. Whatever had killed the ones outside had spread farther
and faster than she could have believed possible. ¢ K S &  KolindRayiyan alie until they reached
GKS 62YSyQa ¢gAy3Io

43



They could hear the sound of voices, male voices above them. There were three of them, one of

them instantly recognisable as Jai, none of them noticed as they rounded the corner. She stared at

the other two ¢ one of them had to be Jack. Her eyes fixed upon one, he was dressed in a long

military style coat, dusty but impressive. | A YX &aKS G(K2dAKGZ AGQa KAY®D

Suddenly everybody was moving, Jai dragging a door, terrifyingly, from its hinges ¢ the man pushing
past him, suddenly out of sight.
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humming drifted towards them. It felt like the soft, subtle sound was vibrating through her skull.

Without warning, Suzie stepped forward, her gun raised and fired.

The noise stopped, Jai fell backwards, one hand clenched to his neck, his eyes piercing them for a
moment. And then he screamed, a horrid, wet sound.

It was almost as if she saw the sound, rippling through the building towards her, she flung herself
backwards into a doorway, pressed against a door. The wood shaking beneath her and around her
the building began to fall. Collapsing as easily as a house of cards.
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Jack heard the gunshot and Jai suddenly fell backwards, clutching his throat. He had no idea what
was happening but ashe sawthS Y dza Of Sa tighten MknawOnhat il Eh§ppen next.

There was no time to do anything.

He turned, the world both speeding past and moving sluggishly slow.
Toshiko was still huddled in the corner, unmoving. There was no time.
He flung himself over her. All he could do.
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to him.

And something hit him.
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Alex staggered through the gap in the wall as the final collapse happened. Dust and debris surged

towards him, almost knocking him from his feet. As the dust passed and his stinging vision cleared,

he saw the prisonX  #&Hddwas left of it. It was much worse than Alex had expected, more like a war

zone than a building ¢ filled with the personal tragedies that each battleleft. | SQR 6 SSy | &2t RA
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on that fact. He could see it, sometimes in his dreams, in that same newspaper type you saw in
superhero movies:
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The whole dream probably said rather too much about his psyche.

He was still picking his way through the rubble when the last person he expected stumbled dustily
out of the darkness. It was Gwen Cooper, there was blood on her forehead, but it looked like it
gl ay Qi .Hémdaed ® heRas quickly as possible.
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She nodded and then winced, one hand reaching for her forehead.

L GKAY]l L ySSR Y2NB LRAtftazr y2 YFGGSNI gKIG Ye 3INI
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She swayed slightly and he caught her, stopping her from falling, she gripped one of his arms.
G L | likesl yod,&she said her voice soft and slightly slurred. ¥ A G 61 ay Qi F2NJ wKeaood

She sighed, leaning into him and he choked back a startled laugh.| SQR | f gl &a €t A1 SR KSNE
keeping an eye on her ¢ just in case he needed someone else...
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There had been people out searching for them both for hours. Panicked people. Nobody wanted to
find out there was a cop killer around.

She seemed to sharpen, shook her head slightly and peered across the rubble.

G{KSQaodd (iKSeodd G(KSEQNB 20SNJ 6KSNB> G(KSe gSNB
OFYS G2 338G KSt LIpe
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relatively stable pile of masonry and began to dig. It was easy to find the first man, already half out of
the rubble, but too weak to pull himself free.

Gl Sex¢ KS al AR ( 2HowakeYohfeefing?QY | L2t AOSYIl y
The man gave him a scathing look which in a lighter situation might have made him laugh.
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Alex shifted the heaviest bits of stone with a grunt of effort. The man was young, early twenties at

fSrad FyR gKIFIG KS O2dzZ R aSS 27 ERXSYAAKAY I RARY(
prison.
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deep breath and then another and nodded and Alex heaved.
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of pain, he slipped free.

They rested for a second, both breathing deeply, lanto cradled against his chest. Across from him he

saw Gwen getting back to her feet, shaky and loose. He was about to tell her not to, when lanto was

suddenly rising to his own, stumbling away from him.

G{GSIFRe&x &2dz YAIKGPPDE KS &l NISR G2 alre odzi LIy
G1'S gl & 23S NwadaiREXE He startedimbiing tkeSrumbled bricks, pushing and
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Alex glanced for a second at Gwen, she was stood a little way away, on one of the few bits of

precarious floor remaining, looking around her. He looked back at lanto and the pile of rubble ¢ he

O2dzZ RYyQil aSS K2¢g |yeuKAy3 O2dZ R KI @S adzNBAGBSR dzyf
was besides lanto, digging as well.

It took them nearly three minutes to reach the man ¢ Jack Harkness, he thought, their escaped
prisoner ¢ and when they did he thought his initial reaction had been right. He was dead.

He looked back at lanto. Theboy@ SELINBaaAz2y ¢l & o6ftSF1® | SQR asSSy

Without warning, thebodyd dzZRRSy t & 3+ aLISR Ay | fdzy3FdzA 2F | ANE
his face streaked with blood and dust and very much alive. Alex steadied him, his fingers brushing his
wrist and he felt a shudder like electricity running through his hand.

a ! K $esaid, shocked recognition clear on his face.

G126 R2 &2 dzd d dack wasbcrabling th hisMdeeS, Rokidgdmddenly scared. It struck
l t SES gAGK2dzi 1jdzAGS (1y26Ay3a sKes GKIFEG GKA& 61 ay Qi

46



Gt f SetRSESNI 0 S hé niuttichedakidaghé shifted Alex saw why. There had been a girl
sheltered beneath him.
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sound of utter relief.
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Slowly, unsteadily, her hands moved away from her face and through lank hair, dark stunned eyes
stared at them.
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hers. She had a few bruises, but he looked remarkably unK dzNJi @ ! £ SE O2 dz Ry Qi S@Sy
blood had come from.
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Alex reached her first and with horror saw Suzie, like a rag doll, led amidst the rubble. Gwen knelt
beside her.
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He was barely aware of the other three reaching them.
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They moved through the streets dark, deserted streets quickly, one of his hands gripping Toshiko
firmly, pulling her with them.

Jacksparedonegf I yOS o1 O1 F2NJ 0KS LINRA&A2Y > o0diiensS 1ySé W ;
eyes fixed upon where Alex was carrying Suzie.

It had been so long since he had seen him. January 31%, 1999 ¢ it was a date difficult to forget for so
YIEye NBlFaz2ylaof 2 8DRIBYBEYHTISNI GKFG RFEFe ¢g2yRSNAY3I K
seen him before that. How he had failed to notice what was coming.

And here he was, years after he should have died ¢ alive and whole and still a hero.
Saving Suzie.

If Alex had lived, would Suzie have gone mad? Would he have succeeded where Jack had so
spectacularly failed?
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He could see both of them, images flashing through his head ¢ both clever and brave and strong and
heroic and broken and mad and murderous. For a second, he had to stop ¢ pulling in a deep breath,
trying to calm the madness ¢ watching the two of them drawing father away from him ¢ again.

Then he was running again. Following them. Again.

He felt torn and tired and broken, the only thing settling him, thewarmth2 ¥ ¢ 2 a KA 12 Qa KI yR |
stumbled after him.
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The look lingered for a moment and then he turned back and pressed the bell.

It was long minutes waiting for the door to open and when it did, with how he felt now, Jack would
hardly have been surprised to find Owen behind it.

LG 6lFayQiodd Al oI GnlyaNtatelng of grey i at We-temple differens &4 2 y @
from how Jack remembered him. James Lawson. Who had died as millions of people had counted

down to the end of a millennium. He surveyed them with a stern critical expression, only slightly

marred by the fact that he was wearing a dressing gown, and sighed.

GL 1y26 @&2dz Kim&féystedentl(d RK Y dZDIKA R ayl LILA &GKLEe I | A IONR y
expecting you to put a new team together and if you truly had to, you could have at least taken
better care of them.€¢

l £t SE RARY QUG NBLX &3 8panlyipleading] Ay 3 dzLd G KAY &Af Syilfe

Jack wondered if this James was in love with Alex too ¢ deeply, annoyingly, unrequitedly in love.
CKS@QR afSLII (G23SHKSNE KAY | YR Wighh8inyDlacy, &INES (G KIy 3
and maybe a little joy in each 2 (i K SoNi#3.&ach thinking of Alex.

James had told him once, in the not quite bitter light of morning, that he thought maybe it was
better like that ¢ that he enjoyed their friendship hidden behind ill-disguised shiping and moaning.
And that at least that way it never really changed.

And then Alex had shot them both.

dhK ¥F2N FanSspronged movifg &Hez & O 2THeSast fhiyfg | need is you lot drawing
FGGaSydAzyd LQft SyR dzld 64 K (GKS LREAOS 2y Y@ Rz22I
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a are police,€ he added.
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Alex watched as James swept the cooking utensils off his kitchen table. It was large and wooden and,
if you looked too closely, had ingrained blood stains from the other bodies that had led on top of it.
He lowered Suzie onto it and without speaking for a moment they set to work, James pulled her
bloody shirt open, to reveal the gaping gash across her stomach, as Alex searched through the
cupboard for the emergency surgery kit.
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James looked up at him, his eyebrow quirking upwards slightly.
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He caught a glimpse of movement at the corner of his eye and looked up to see Jack leaving the
kitchen. He looked back to see James watching him.
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Alex hesitated again and James glared at him.
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you. When | look at you, | want to be near you ¢ no matter what ¢ and when | look at him | feel
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It was one of those old, falsely grand houses that held odd echoes for Jack. He could remember when

these houses were new and fresh, and now they were dusty, slightly faded, ghostly. It was all dark

woods and rich patterns and beautiful complicated windows decorated with edges of coloured glass.

The living room was dark, the only light coming from the moon, spilling across the dusty carpet.

WEO01Qa FAYIASNER fAYIASNBR 2y GKS fAIKG a6A0G0OK F2NJI |
ready for a bit of darkness. He sat heavily on the couch and let his hands run across his face, trying to

smooth out the aches and pains, rub away all the hurtful, lingering memories.

'S O02dzA R KSIFNJ GKS 20KSNA Ay HyKRS NMIKIK S5 | KS QR K23
alone. So unsure of how he fitted into this jigsaw. And a bit of him felt that if he could find where he

fitted, find where his edges matched theirs, and then the picture would change ¢ suddenly become a

tragedy.

His hands were still rubbing, uselessly at his face, when he felt someone sit down on the sofa beside
him. Jack looked up. It was Alex, all soft rough edges.

G{2 82d2ONB W O] I INlySaaszé KS alARo

Jack almost laughed, the feeling brewing in his stomach unable to burst through with Suzie laid open
on a table next door. That had been the firstthingAleE K R alF AR (2 KAY 6KSy KSQR
Torchwood One.
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the feel of the soft memory.

Those first few weeks with Alex had been tight and uncomfortable ¢ all last names and aggressive
bravado¢lk FGSNB I NRazX YdzOK | FGSNBIFNRaz !t SE KFER (2fR K.
had worked of course.
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There was a pause and Jack suppressed a frustrated sigh.
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Nor wanted, he thought. Mind reading was not so much a double-edged sword as a very sharp
single-edged one -- it was just that it was always the wrong edge that was sharp. Right now though,
with Alex sat quiet and unshakable beside him, he might have been willing to reconsider that
position.
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had failed to end. And if anyone was likely to actually understand, then it would be Alex.
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different and some, some with just one little thing changed. Those worlds can almost feel like this
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the alien who attacked the prison. & h y i K I..(kno@ gotN&HR mauth had hovered for a
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Jack waited in silence for a moment that felt like hours but probably was not even minutes. & 2 K I (i
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G 2 K $uyles answered the door...¢ Jack started and Alex looked at him too quickly, his mouth
quirking slightly.
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a1 S dnendber bf your team... and | was, too. | was going to ask -- he mentioned a team here.
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Gb20KAY 3 (KjusiasnaiNgBlip gfhisali&ditigating mysteries, going after criminals the
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Jack put the answer aside, though it troubled him, settling at the back of his mind, an uncertain
threat. An unasked question.& , 2dz 6 St AS@S YS>S R2y Qi &2dzK¢ ¢KSNB g1
disbelief.
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He laughed, a soft sound inthe moonlight. 4 L O2dzf R G4 St f @&2dz Ad 61 a o6SOI dza
told him. & . dzii A @hatfeliyigQ-GihE feeling that something bigger is supposed to be
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Probably a wise one, Jack thought. Not like me, not like Jai, or Martha or Owen or Gwen or Rose or
you.d ! NaBgoidgtocallthelLJ2 f A OSKE | S | a1 & Rerdwgsadrdly HecodldF NB LI @Ay
give.

Alex was watching himclosely. ¢ ¢ 42 S&aOF LJISR LINA&a2ySNARA® L &aKz2dzZ Re . d
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smiled with a slight nod.

dWhich just leaves one question,é Alexsaid. ¢ 2 Kl & GKS KSft Aa Iy FfASyKE
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Gwen met the boyQ éyes as they stood, lost for a second, in the bathroom. The same tired, drawn,
baffled expressions and, for a second, breathless desperate laughs broke from both their lips.

GLGQ&A& | f I shecakdiBoftly &s ey hoshyegained themkek/es and he began rooting
through a cupboard.

GCKIGQa |y diyeBafe blifhé dmiled skyltiy broken smile, as he turned and pushed
apile oftowelsintoherarms.d2 S &aK2dz R 32 o6l Ol R246y d¢

She was half way down the stairs, when she noticed the girl from the prison. She had completely

forgotten her. She was stood by the front door, her back pressed against it, looking scared and

abandoned but not abouttoescape. Dg Sy aYAft SR i KSNJ oWiatdidgyoRy Qi 1Y 2«
say to a convicted terrorist?

Before she could make up her mind, Gwen had swept past her and into the kitchen. She glanced back

0 dzii OtRedzierRTyieboy had paused in the doorway of the room next door. He stood there,

immobile for a second and then swallowing turned and followed her into the kitchen. Gwen K I Ry Q (i
recognised the girluntiljusti KSy = KIF Ry QG NBlIffe& S@Sy g2rR$SR G KS
knownwhoshewas¢c¢ 2 a KA 12 {022 aKSQR 0 MBSty Gweyhadfeltforryii KS LI LI
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Alexwasy Qi Ay [(afd®ramanied, KhS paused, awkward. The doctor met her eyes and
smiled.
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you to do anything more than pass me things.€

Gwen glanced back at where Toshiko was stood again, she had turned away, her face pressed against
the glass of the door. When she looked back, James was watching her.
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She nodded gratefully and turning headed back down the corridor.

Toshiko turned large, frightened eyes towards her as she approached and Gwen, realised with a
silent inner curse, how she must look filthy in her battered police uniform. But then, she was used to
being the last person anyone wanted to see, in her uniform.
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Toshiko looked away for a second as if it were a difficult question.
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Another pause, but then Tosh nodded and Gwen followed her thankfully up the stairs.
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of that recently.
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And there had been times, when she was at an arrest, when the criminal was just teetering on the

SR3IS | yR KI Riyfit@tiue elif thksi® drderdSending them to one was the right

thing to do. Now, thinking of the trembling broken girl hidden behind the door, she was less certain

than ever.

Toshiko emerged from the bathroom, back in her clothes, pink-faced and hair wet.

G2 Aff @&2dz Sadmanientd ADGg FY2 NBEAHBIRSKENIOE S|y dzLKéE

Tosh nodded, a slight movement and, biting her lip, stepped out of the way.
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She surveyed herself critically in the mirror for a second ¢ she was bruised and dirty and dusty. With

quick economic movements she pushed the plug into place, turned on the tap and shrugged off the

bits of her uniform that looked most police-like, until she was left in her trousers and the black vest

she wore underneath. Then, stopping the tap again, she began to wash the worst of the dirt and dust
from her skin and hair.

It took about two minutes, all told, one eye always fixed on the door and Toshiko.

Afterwards she paused only to look at herself in the mirror again (better, if not great) and, gathering
up her uniform, headed back to Toshiko.

a! £t eh&toldihéridghily and then, pausing only for a split second@ doubt, pushed the door
opposite open.

Thankfully it was a bedroom.

GWIF YBE8Qa GKS YIy @ekRS2ayVARIESdzZKOHzdzt R ,thd SSLI Ay KSN
sudden urge to put the girl back together - to rebuild her - winning against any sense of the
professional distance she should have been keeping with a convicted criminal.

Toshiko walked inside slowly, her eyes brushing across the room. Gwen hovered in the doorway,
uncertain.
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For a moment, as the girl turned quickly to look at her, it seemed as if Toshiko would just nod again.
Butthenshespoke.dt f SR2a3y3Q0  SI @S YSo¢
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She prattled more nonsense, aware she was doing it, as Toshiko climbed uncertainly into the double
bed and then settled onto the mattress next to her.

G { dzLJLQZBettér shut us up and let you go to sleep,€ she said after another moment.
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say anything. Something.
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THURSDAY

James lost track of how long he had been working -- he always did. But the grey light of dawn
appearing outside the window was enough to tell him it had been hours.
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every complaint Alex had ever uttered against her said that she was.
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They had worked mostly in silence. The only sound that of the soft murmur of Alex and the man
talking next door. Every now and then the boyQ eyes had drifted in their direction. Thankfully it

KFERYy Qi | F7F S OnadbRnchkdiodly bigesly bisates haGopened her up and had then set
to work efficiently and thoroughly ¢ even his spare medical kit was now organised.

After another half an hour or so, James was satisfied. Setting down the needle, he turned and quickly
washed the blood from his hands and arms. His shirt was ruined. Again.

When he turned back, lanto was sat in one of the kitchen chairs, his hands clasped together, staring

at a thoroughly uninteresting spot on the kitchen floor. He looked exhausted. No, not just exhausted
CPWALINBIR (22 GKAYQX KS QlRerekvs bohdrslyZometihgtgodlingihime G K G 2
James sighed -- he was a doctor, this was where he was supposed to step in and ask and be

sympathetic and magically solve everything.

He was steeling himself for the first inevitable question when lantospoke.a L ¥ 42 YS2y S A& A Y
GKS® 02dzZ R al0AKS®KE S dzLJz O2dzZ Ry Qi

Ge¢KIG RSLISYRa 2y | f20G 2F RAFFSNBY(G G(KAYyIazé Wk YS
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James paused for amoment before answering.d { 2 YSGAYSa A0Qa y20 3IAGAYy3I dzLJ
0 NYz( K d ¢

lanto stayed perfectly still for a moment and then as a soft laugh drifted from the other room, he
twisted rapidly in his seat towards the sound ¢ startled back into the world of the living. For a second
James saw sorrow and anger and jealousy and grief mixed on his face.

GIK23zf R 3S3G KSNJI dzLInat waktingBoEagespuvibe Yh&vient to e ARx. | Y R

He was sat next to the other man ¢ an interesting portrait in familiarity and ease and tension. They
both looked up, surprised and slightly guilty as he entered. TheyQR LINR 6 6f &8 F2NH2G 0SSy ¢
next door.

G{ KSQa 3J2Ay3 (2 068 ItNAIKiGZé¢ KS (2fR GKSYDP 64! f SE:
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It was with a certain sense of reluctance that Alex followed him, leaving Jack alone. Neither they nor
lanto said anything as they re-entered the kitchen and Alex gathered Suzie into his arms, and it was
with equal silence that they climbed the stairs. James pushed the door to his bedroom open, to find
Gwen and the other girl curled in his bed. Peaceful and comfortable. Alex shot him an amused look,
as he pulled the door back shut and headed to the room next door. For once he was grudgingly
thankful that his parents had left him with this big, sprawling heap. This one was thankfully empty
and Alex settled Suzie gently onto the bed. He looked at her for a second and then straightened, his
eyes already past James focused on the door.

GLQY 3A2Ay3 G20ddé KS A0GFNISR odzi WFYSa AyidSNNHzLIG S
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James tutted in annoyance.
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Neither spoke as they climbed intothebed--A G 6+ a KINRf& GKS FANRG GAYS @
was almost used to it. Almost. Nothing could quite take away the dull ache it provoked. Though even
that was mostly worth it.

James lay on his back, staring at the ceiling as Alex fidgeted besides him. Eventually he felt Alex roll
onto his side, so that he was facing him. He could almost feel his eyes watching him.
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Alex grunted in annoyance and reaching out shoved him softly.
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Giving up James rolled onto his own side so they were face to face. Noses too close together.
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follow you.
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Jack watched as Alex and James left the room, feeling the old sting of pain. He was already scared of
losing them again. All of them.

The clock on the wall said it was half past seven. They must have talked for hours, thoughhS K I Ry Qi
truly told Alex much, K I R kfidvia what he could say. Iy & G S | Rjustitéik&d@&f@riything and
nothing. Explored each other in words.

Jack sat down heavily onthe sofaglostagain.| S ¢l ay Qi &dz2NB 6KSy LIyid2 | NN
see him but was suddenly aware of him, stood in the doorway, staring at him. Their eyes met and
Jack waited for him to speak first. He had no idea where they stood now.

lanto looked away first. a L& A G GNHz2SEX oKI G KS &l ARK ! 02dzi dzaKé

G,Sa FyR y23z¢é¢ WFHO]l (2f R Krkdeapingtagdtherfme dhBhiiguth y 3 G2 f 2
GKIFIGQa y2i ¢Keé KSQa LI NG 2F Yeé Sk Yoé

lanto moved into the room, his eyes scanning the bookshelves, glancing out at the grey window.
G2 KI G Q2 Thikdherima?4 h8 asked.

For a moment Jack saw lanto clearly in hismind ¢ his  EETTErTTS
lanto. Brave and broken, heroic and monstrous, %
passionate, clever, beautiful. His. The image of him
hurt, like it was splintering inside him.
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Suddenly a phone began to ring, shrill in the stillness of the morning, lanto pulled the mobile from his
pocket and stared at it blankly for long seconds. Then with a small shake of his head, he switched it
off and dropped it on the table beside the doors to the garden.

G{ K2dzZf Ry Qd @&2dz G 165 00 KEAIKKED VBl 0 1a 21 YaS|25RS KAAYNINA SR | 6

He thought he saw a swift flash of anger, and suddenly the boy was moving towards him. lanto

seized hisfaceandd dZRRSyf & GKSANI ft ALJA 6SNB (23ISGKSNE KA&a G2
awkward for a second, teeth clashing and knees tangled against the sofa. Jack shifted, twisting so

that lanto was beneath him, breaking apart only long enough to catch a quick breath, and then

kissinghimagain.L  yi2Qa KIyRa &afALIISR R2gy (G2 KAa OKSaid:
buttons loose.
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It felt right. It felt like lanto.

With the last thought, everything came rushing back to Jack. Where he was, who this was. He pulled
sharply away from him.

GECKAA AAYQG NARIKG O£
lanto was breathing heavily, his eyes hurt and pleading. ¢ 2 K@ K 2 K& A& (GKAa Fyeé RATFT

Wl O1 RARY Qi - &justhas. lantyg lungey dpwaiidtbwards him for another kiss but Jack

tumedKAa KSIR Fgld yR LEy(G20a fALMA Ghamgh@thekA 3 ( KNE |
lanto bit him softly, just on his jaw line® WI O1 O2dz Ry Qi RA&3IdzA &S GKS 3l aL
throat.
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Jack paused then, looking down at lanto. He looked fragile, like he was about to break.
Gt fSrasSz¢ KS alrAR F3AFAYy D

Jack hesitated for a second longer and then leaned in, kissed him again, slower this time, more
gently, deeper.

~F Rk k ko

The dream faded, an insistent beeping pulling it apart. Gwen thought it was her alarm and reached
out, half blind to knock it back into silence. Her hand found nothing and she was suddenly aware that
the bed felt wrong and the room was too cold and that everything smelt different. Her eyes opened,
for one panicked moment she was lost and then she remembered, sitting up sharply.

Toshiko was already awake, scared, curled up in a protective ball inside the bedding.
¢CKS LK2YyS gla adAftt NAYyIAYyId LG RARYQO az2dzyR f A ¢

Struggling from the bed, she tracked it down. Hidden amidst her pile of abandoned clothes ¢ she
RARY QU NBXO23yAasS AltmgickyS Of AO]T SR GKS I yagSNI o6 dzi
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lanto pulled his trousers back on, the silence awkward between them. Jack leant back against the
sofa and squeezed his eyes shut. He was too old for this. Too old and too tired.
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The sofa shifted beneath him as lanto got up. He rolled over onto his side, letting his eyes fall back
open. He watched lanto push open the patio doors and walk into the garden, outlined by the
morning sunshine. Pulling himself reluctantly into a sitting position, Jack fastened his trousers,
climbed to his feet and moved over to the door, buttoning his shirt.

lanto looked young in the early light, young and pale. Jack watched him light a cigarette with

trembling fingers, lifting it numbly to his lips. He had never seen lanto smoke, had never been able to

imagine it. Now he blew out a thin trail of smoke, some of it lingering for a second on his lips. Jack

felt something lustful twinge deep in his stomach and, with a will, pulled his eyes away. They settled

insteadonL | yi2Qa LIK2YySX F6FyR2ySR 2y (GKS dGFo6ftST Al &I
it onto silent.

He picked it up. Six missed calls, four voice-mails.

His eyes found lanto again, still trembling against the cold, cigarette clenched in loose fingers. His
eyes fixed upon him, he dialled the number to get the voice mail.

G, 2dz KI 98 F2dNJ yS6 YSaalISasé GKS FriasSta ob NYz ¢
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message received today at 7.43am, T NR Y WKA | yy 2y ®¢

LFEydi2Qa aAad0dSNE &aKS 461 & LINPIOSOR @0 2828 (10 IRINNKSBRI & o
he was probably still living at home. God, he was so young.

It sounded like he had been right as the voice shifted to Rhiannon sounding anxious and tearful. &For

I32RQA ST LEyidi2s gKSNB I NB @2dzK t fébérdiSehiRiegi®i R2 (K
' Y2YSyld Ay | &a20® a52y Qi &2dz gl yid (2 Adtheédg I22R0 & ¢
pause. Jack felt like the bottom of his stomach had fallenaway. 6 2 SQf f 32 | KSR 6 A (i K2 dzi
and then the click of the call being ended.

LFEyd2Qa FFIGKSNI gla 3F2Ay3a (G2 RAST GKAA Y2NYAy3aod a)
How could lanto have?

lanto turned inthe gardenand Y S0 KA & SeéSasx alg¢g (GKS LK2yS FyR W Oj
forgotten. A sudden flare of anger burst inside him and he forced his way into the garden.

G, 2dz R2y Qi KIF@S Fye NAIKG G2 (2dO0K Y& LK2ySoodé |
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lanto paused for a second and then smiled. His eyes fillingwithtears. ¢ 2 St f A0 6l ay Qi K24
expecting my first sexual experiey OS A GK | YIy G2 0S¢ KS aLl do a. dz
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Jack shoved him. He staggered backwards a step.

G2 KekKé¢ WF O]l RSYIYRSRO®

lanto laughed, though it hardly resembled one, bleak and despairing.
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The tears finally broke then and, reaching for him, Jack pulled him into his arms, one hand gripped
the front of his shirt and he felt the sobs shaking against him. Into him.

G, 2dz O2dzA R atAft 3I23 GKSMBlY YAIKIG adAtt 0SS GAYSZ¢
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lanto seemed to freeze against him and then suddenly pushed him away, violently. oFor what? To
sweep in and save the day? Enough people have told me thatthatisnQié 3I2Ay 3 (2 &2NJ X Yy 2
He viciously rubbed the tears away from his eyes.
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Jack paused, unsure whattosay. & , 2 dzQf £ NBIAINBG AdGz¢é KS &FAR I FGSNI |

G2 KeK 528S8a igkett? thabattBriik?Ys ghat What this is about, feelingf A 1 S & 2 dzQNB
healing him by making me go through this?¢

GeKIG AayQd oKIFIG GKAA A& | 02dzli o¢
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as it happened. He knew nothing about any of this. He was lost.

Gae 0Said FNASYRZE LlIyld2 adGFNISR IyR 0KSYy LI dzaSR®
crash ¢ it left her in a coma, she managed to hold on for a week but they said she was already dead

AYAARS | YR (K e lastirdeNioRiRwerk &iNdgl@emahabié as if he could barely
standtosaythem.a 1 S G2t R Y S | olReyszdid ha should stayindiNdgr | say goddbye,

and he needed to tell someone. Anyone, YR L REKRYQii2&l RARY QG ol yid (G2 A
all there was. So | had to.
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OHe said that it was so slow and that her skin, it changed colour ¢ from one to another and another.

tFAYGAYy3a KSNIIFglted L R2y Qi (KA Yyqtot&lk3bod BBNI NB I f £ & 3
O2dzZ Ry Qi f A a licSvstopiped seeirig Bachibtier. Do ydu Bhinkithdt is what | want my

last image of my father to be? Hauntingme?L 4 Q& o6 R Sy 2dzaK GKIF G L Oly 2yf
machine...€

Jack reached for him again, but lanto knocked his hand away. He had no idea what to say and it was
almost a relief as Gwen appeared suddenly, pale, a phone clutched in her hand.

AaLGQa KAYZE akKS (2fR KAYO®D

lanto turned away and Jack took the phone, climbing unsteadily and wearily back into the living
room. Gwen glanced between the two of them and then followed Jack inside.

G{2 K2g YdzOK YSaa KI @S &2dz YIRS a2 7¥IhNIiceWlF O1 K¢ ¢ F
rasping painfully.
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nothing could hurt you was almost as good as it being true. Jai had never managed that, never saw it

for the pretence it was, never copied it. Jack had liked having someone he could excite or anger or

hurt - provoking laughter and smiles and tears ¢ it had been a game for him. But it had been a point

of love as well. Those emotions had made Jai the most human of them all, the most lovable but it

made him dangerous as well.

G2 Ke OFyQil e8¢yQ&4SS OKRUGKKYAKAWIA a1SRI KAa @24
OWhy are you choosing them instead of me. What did | do that was so terrible? How many of them
KFI@gS @2dz 320 y26K 126 Ylye 2F GKSY FNB &2dz YI dahi)

Jack was distracted, he had been watching lanto through the window, uncertain of what he would do
next, the boy had suddenly frozen. HealmostdA Ry Q4 KSIF NJ ¢ KIF G WFA &1 AR ySEG

GLOQY,WI2ONNBE | 2dz YA&daSR 2y Soé

The line went suddenly dead, and in the garden lanto stumbled backwards in horror. As he moved,
Jack saw the body strung up between the trees. Carelessly left like and abandoned toy.
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It was Craig.

James watched as Alex and Jack cut the body down. Craig ¢ unreliable, funny, always late, always
needing money, inventive, quick on his feet, protective like a pit bull, dead in his garden. It felt like
someone had taken hold of his stomach in a clenched fist and was twisting it.
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He moved forwards and pressed his fingers needlessly against the cold skin. Craig. Always smiling,

except when he was moaning. Too young, stupid and clever, sometimes at the same time.

Gl SQ&a RSIFRXZ¢ KS {2dndRturirg SvahEbackiitd the Rotisg” 3 |j dzA O £ &

He sank onto the sofa, his head in his hands. He should be used to death, but not here, not like this.
¢tKS@QR Hffgllay RE&WISNRdzA o0dzi KSQR ySOSNIPoOP

The others filtered in slowly, settling themselves on seats or the floor or leaning against the walls,

none of them speaking. Even Suzie appeared from upstairs, looking nervous and uncertain and

unsteady on her feet. Alex came in last, James met his eye and knew that he had sorted Craig out.

l'3FAYyd® 1 a ftglead IS aStFrakie RARYQO glyd G2 (y:

Alex waited a moment, stood in the doorway, breathed in softly and then turned to look at Jack, who
was leant against the farthestwall. & , 2dz Yy SSR (2 (GSff dza SOSNRUOKAYy3IZE

There was a long pause, breath stilled and James thought that Jack might be about to argue. He
sighed and then took two steps forward so he was stood in the centre of the room.

He began to talk.

~rlk ok ko

They listened in silence as Jack did his best to explain, stumbling over the words, his heart tight. Craig
haunting him again.

Outside, Alex had told him just to leave him to it ¢ his voice rough with anger. It had almost been a
relief ¢ dealing with the bodies once had been enough. And here he was surrounded by all these
living ghosts. Listening.

So he talked.

He told them about his earth. About parallels and duplicates. About Torchwood and aliens. About Jai.
About what he would do. What he could do. Eventually he ran out of things to say.
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Jack considered the question foramoment. & L (0 KBelrIKIR> éaf 2 6f &> bGettk I G &2dz &
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There was a moment of silence. In the end it was Gwenwhospoke. & | 2 6 R2 @e2dz {y2¢ GKI {
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Jack looked around the staring faces, each showing echoes of disbelief. His eyes were drawn to lanto,

but he was staring at the floor, his hands held too tightly before him. Jack watched him for perhaps a
secondtoolong.! & KS f221SR lFgl& KS YSG WHYSaQ FyaNk SeS:
believed him.
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They were silent for a second.

@rou asked me,¢ Alex said, looking determinedandready ¥ 2 NJ 'y | NBdzYySyd® a[lad yA

why James and why... Craig ¢ why we were together. We were drawn together Jack, we were all
YAdaAy 3 a2 YiShatknkay aything?2 Say Q

Jack ranahand throughhishair.d R2 Yy GHS{ VRWX (G SRS NIKsEé2 Sa Ad YI i
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Another hesitation. Jack had no ideawhat Jaiwoulddonext. 6t 28 aA0f & 2NJ 230 KSNJ LIS2 LI
Torchwood.L RARY Qd GKAY| GKFdG W-HA 82dd R KE @S {y26Yy | o:
entire database before we found him.£
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Jack wished he could deny it. Around him he could see the realisation settling on the others like
weight. The horror and anger would arrivessooncKS RARY QU 1y26 AT (KSeé ¢2d#f R
KS RARYQO (y2s¢ (KSasS LIS AYIIBigk 2F GKS f2ald oSt f
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They all stayed. Watching as Jack painstakingly made a list of names, his mind and his stomach
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the thoughts away, focusing on each name, ignoring as best he could each remembered story

gathering at the corners of his mind. Thankfully, with Suzie and Alex working for the police, they had

easy access, both officially and unofficially to the police database ¢ so it took far longer for Jack to

make the list of people than to locate their numbers.

As he found people, he handed the name to one of the others ¢ trying to match them up with people

they knew, in case it helped. The awkward conversations were a distracting constant background
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Eventually the list was done and Jack couldturni 2 G KS &Yl ff LAt S 2FHeyl YSa KS
selected a number at random. And looked at it blankly for a moment.

Martha.
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horrifyingly long time, the weight of it heavy on his chest.
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Then she answered.
al Sttt 2peg
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through him, warmed him.

Gal NIKIF W2y S&as Yess,|haleoSethingii 2WI (CH) Heffelt 8i€hdgitation on the

end of the phone, knowing Martha she probably thought that he was selling something and was

debating ifitwould berudetohangup. ¢ L G Q& @SNE AYLRNIUIYyd GKIFG @2dz fA
day ASNE L YySSR &2dz 120D d¢
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Jack thought for a moment of Tish, sweet and comforting. Was there anything about her in the files?
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Martha made a soft, disbelieving noise.
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He pressed the phone down and across from him, Gwen smiled, reached out and took his hand,
squeezing it.
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I S O2dzZ RyQiéd 3IS0G GKNRJIZAK G2 w2asS FyR Al G221 20SNJ
he was still trying to get a word in edge ways, James threw his mobile on the table, stole a cigarette
from the pack that lanto had left on the table and headed into the garden.

Once he had finally finished, Jack followed him with a quick glance at the numbers left on the table.
He needed a break.

He found him crouched on the steps, the cigarette smoking in his fingers. Pale and still young, for all
he wore the cynicism of age like a mask.

G, 2dz R2y Qi avy218=z¢ wWrol atid 2y GKS adsSL) ySEG G2 ¢
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James took another deep drag.

G¢NHSZ¢ KS aFAR I FOSNI NBfSFaAay3da GKS ayz21So a. dzi
themostpleasant¢da 2 L GK2dzZaAKG L akKz2dzZ R G4NB FyR OF §OK dzLlpé¢
GLOY &2NNBZ¢ WHO]l (2fR KAYd GC2NIFff 2F GKAZODE

G, SLIZ ¢ idwondoRriittaly.|

ThRS@ QR | NHdzSRX WIF 01 NBYSYo S NEKBvErAléx KK nofmaldainesi A YS KSQF
KFR GNASR G2 (4Sff KAY KS RARYQG aSSY NRARIKID ¢KSac
come back, all ready to make itbetter, Y R KS QR Thegdigad. RS Rd

GLT yeiKAyYy3I lntedsid®ylyd (¢ NIKRY oddie RARY Qi asSSy G2 1y
sentence.

GL g2y Qi SO FyedKAy3a KIFLWLISY (G2 KAY®DE

Another pause.

Ghy G(KA& 20KSNI 62NI RS INB 6S5S00d 6SNB 6S00d YS |yl
Gb23¢ WIGSRR2IE2RIZ o6dzi y2d tA1S GKI G d¢

James laughed, bitterly. & { 2 YS G KAy 3a yYSOSNI OKI y3ISdé

G2S gSNBxX¢ WFHO]l (2fR KAYXZ OFOGOKAYy3 KAa SesS F2NJ G
know. He reached out and touched his hand softly.

James watched him, hiseyed G NJ OAy 3 Ff2y3 WFEO1Qa 2F¢ FyR fALBA |
viciously into the ground. Leaning in, James pressedakid a F 3+ Ay ad WrHimpgritlga OKSS{1 I K
coolly, smokily there for a second and then he stood up. Wrenching himself away.

KIS Y2NB LIS2L)X S (2 Oltftzé KS al ARO®
P S S S

Jack hesitated before calling Owen ¢ perhaps he should have left that phone call to Gwen or lanto ¢
0dzi KSQR 2dzal ¢+ yaGdSR (2 KSINJKAA @2A0S |3ILAYyd 90@¢

He dialled the number as quickly as he could ¢ not wanting to give himself any more chance to wait,
to delay.

LG o6& | @2A0S YIAf YSaal3dSo hgSyQa @2A0S8S FTNRI Sy

Gl Se S OFLyQi GF1S @2dzNJ OFtf NARIAKG y263Ié KS &a2dzyk
excitingthanyoucanp2 8 aA 6t & A Yl IAYy Sodé
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G5FYYy NARIKGZE WOl KSIENR | FANI &alreée gAlGK | fF dAK
G SFPS | YSaal3aSszs¢ hgSy O2yUAydzSR | yientheS YAIKG Lk
honSe Y22y d | yfSaa e2dz2QNB Yeé YZIUiKSNI 2NJ 6SQNB adGAff

Anotherlaugh.& , 2dz OF y Qi al @ dddé

The message cut off, interrupted by a high pitched beep.

Jack hesitated for a moment.

6.8 KIFLILRBIZIé KS &aFAR azfidfteée FyR Kdzy3d dzld GKS LIK2Yy S«

Owen was better ¢ his life was better. That was what mattered. And he was far away where Jai

O 2 dzt Ry Q liife #EaSbéttefuithéubTorchwood. How would his life have been without

Torchwood? Without the Time Agency? Without the war, that first war that had eventually merged

into all the others? Without the Doctor? It would have been better, he thought angrily. But lingering

at the back of his mind was a doubt and his eyes were drawn to Toshiko® | S KIF Ry Qi | &1
Fyeg2ySs KFERYyQl aLR]1Sy (2 KSNI lode@drRigRaydr2 FAYR
another.

SR K
KSNJ

She was stood in the hallway, separate from the rest of them, staring out of the window, had been

for hours, stillin her prisonuniform.1 SNJ t ATS 46l a4y Qi o0SGOGSNIWHL G akKz2dz R
RARY QU dzy RS\#Edaliens Radtrappetl Tokhiko, taken her mother, manipulated and

damaged her ¢ and then UNIT had caught her and done more or lessthesame ¢o dzii G KIF G O2 dzf Ry C
have happened here. Something else had happened, something, drawing her back onto that path.

'YR WF O]l KIRYyQlG 06SSy KSNB (2 NBaOdzS KSNE (G2 3IAGS

As he watched her, her eyes fixed on some distant spot, her hand reached up and stroked the
window pane, the different coloured glasses, fingers spreading ¢ as if it felt strange to her, wondrous,
new. Curiosity, even if only in this small thing, breaking through the fear and pain. So familiar

Jack stood, suddenly yearning to be near her.

She flinched as she heard him approach, backing slightly away. Hewanii SR G2 NXIF OK F2NJ KSN
KS NBYSYOSNBR K2g ySNP2dza aKSQR 0SSy ¢gKSYy &aKSQR 7
carefulofher. LY a0 SI R KS 2dzad adG22R 06& KSNE yz2a GFf{1Ay3:

presence. Waiting.

The silence lasted for over five minutes, each second ticking impatiently by, marked and measured by
the grandfather clock by the door.

Eventually Toshiko spoke, quiet haltingwords.d 2 | & GKIF G ¢gK& KS gl a O2YAy3 | 7
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Jack hesitated, he owed her the truth ¢ he owed all of them the truth. She turned dark, beautiful
eyes on him.

Gb2z¢ KS G2fR KSNX» a1S gFa GNBAYy3I G2 GFr{1S @&2dz y:
G2 KsKE a1 SR® a2Ke R2Sa KS gLyl YSKE
G. SOFdzaS 282dzOQNB &LISOAlf X ¢2aKA12 {02 p¢

She shook her head in mute denial and Jack pressed down the new urge to reach out and take her
hand.

Q-

. 2dzONB (GKS Of SSNEEa (RSAESY YL OK Y diednackineskndt (G NXA SR
NRdzZK{G dza KSNB Ay (K Sghethinkstyal ard tiie bnfy feBson dvidzdan fix K S @ QNB ¢
GKSY® 1S YAIKEG 6S NRIKGPE

(@]}

She turned away from him, caught in the minute details of the window, silence reclaiming them.
G2 K& R2y Q0 @32 dzshesdSkddatastY (I 1S YSKE

He reached out then, instinctively, unable to stop himself, lightly touching her trembling fingers,
almost instantly regrettingit. & . SOl dzAS @2dz YSIy Y2NB (2 infifthe G KI Yy | y&
FYR L g2yQi €S a2YSOKAYy3 tA1S KAY (2dz0K &2dzz SO

Her hand fell away from the window, away from his fingers, clutching at the material of her shirt.
Her shoulders hunching, closing her off from him.

G1 SQa 1AffAYE VESY aROI dBAPRAGGKEK ARXRBRIRSEBEEISBHZRA B S
people died becauseofwhai L RAR® ¢KIF G L (AfftSR GKSY®e¢

aLdQa vy 2 (lackdol deNdvishihgde cauld éonvince her.

{dd AS 6FGOKSR I a
DsSYyQa KIYyR® 21| {
sorrowful kiss pressed to his cheek.

{ KSQR 4SSy (KS 200A2dza NBalLSOG KSQR aKz2gy !t SE |
directed at lanto.

'YR aKSQR FSfti GKS ¢Fr& KS | g2ARSR KSNI SéeSao
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Eventually there was nothing left he could say, and with a final, sad smile Jack left Toshiko. Though
he was pleased that moments later she followed him into the room, even if she hesitated by the
doorway.

They had reached all the people they could and someone had switched on the TV, a news report.

Godd Al A& 0StASOGSR GKI GperpettakedA Wk a0 KK S! WR2NEI & SNN2 d
reporter was saying, the smoky remains of the prisond SKAY R KSNX &a5dzS G2 GKS OdzN
overcrowding, the prison was home to 857 prisoners and a currently undisclosed number of prison

wardens on the night of the attack.¢

Jack sank onto the sofa beside Alex, numbness sinking through him.

G Ly AGA bufjgestumtinizoNdhas yet been found alive within the prison, though the cause of
death is still undetermined. An unconfirmed source says that the majority of victims within the male
wings were found with blood at their ears and nose, but no other visible injuries, which may suggest
internal haemorrhaging.

G/ 2y OSNya KI@S 06SSy NIAaSR lo2dzi GKS LlR2aaAroArftAade
have stated that they are working around the clock to identify the bodies and account for all the

prisoners. Doubts have been raised, however, whetheri KA & A ff 06S LI2aairoftsS Ay
which was utterly destroyed in the attack...€

They watched in horrified silence as flickering images of the devastation and fruitless rescue
attempts crossed the screen.

G! KSftLX AYS KI & o &tdbytheStiack datbffi€ials Nyelthy feddgadhd | T F
FrYAEtASa 2F 0KS @QAOGAYA (G2 3ISG Ay (2dz0KZ¢ GKS ySg
further updates asreportsemerge. Ly 2 G KSNJ ySgasé akKS al AR y2yS 27
v2 A CRBspected human rights advocate, Lucia Moretti, was found dead in her Cardiff home this

morning ¢ it is not clear whether she died of natural causes or...€

Jackfelt! £ SE GdzNYy ySEG (G2 KAY o6dzi KS O2dzZ RyQi Yz2gSo |

I S KI RYUKR d&EXSly 2F [ dzOAl £ aKS KFRyQd 0SSy 2y GKS f
ago, peacefullyinherhome¢f 2y 3 NBGANBR® 21 & GKFEG 6KIFIG ¢2NOKg22
you of life through violence, it would steal your years through pressure and weariness and

heartacheX

He rose abruptly from the sofa, not wanting to give anyone the chance to question him, desperate to
escape the news report ¢ the miscellany of tragedies ¢ both small and large. He moved, quickly past
Toshiko, escaping to the solitude of the kitchen. He stood against the sink for a moment, bracing
himself against it, feeling the hot sting of tears. Flicking the tap on he splashed the cold water across
his face ¢ cooling them, hiding them.
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Behind him he heard steady footsteps and taking a few seconds to collect himself he turned,
expecting to see Gwen and instead finding Suzie.

They stood for a moment, facing each other, like figures from a Western.

G2 Ke | NB 22daKISO2 ARBRD YiSK® | NBE e2d2iKBNBEKY3I YS R
L R2y Ql & yi Héstarted to pugh past beg biztishe Gribhed hing, forcefully

stopping him.

G2 KFd RAR L R2 GKIFIG gl a a2 olFR GKFG 22dz OFyQi f 23
Grief and anger solidified in him, pressing down all around him. & , 2 dz LPSAX LOfSR ¢ KS a L G |
She paused for a second, horrified. ¢ K+ & 61 ay Qié YSs y20i (KAZPDD

G!' yR @2dzQNB &2 RATTS NByyguitied hivto Atable anddethiMBta ¢ K G & 2 dz F
AKNBRazX¢ WIO] FT2dzyR KAa 26y Khe//Ra 6SNBE INARLILIAYI ¢
a1 SQa | Yz2yaldSNWE

Ge¢KIG R2SayQid YIT1S Al FENRIKGDE

Angry tearsprickedhereyes. a1 S G2t R YS3Z¢ AKS @i KIRI OLA Gall SaN CBlid 3321 2SR
Sy2dzZaAK F2NJ é2dzz F2N) ¢2NOKg22RI a2 &2dz NBLIX I OSR Y

The lines were blurring for Jack, he could see it but was powerless to stop it ¢ as one Suzie and
another merged together.& , 2 dz 6 SGNI @SR YSz¢ KS aLJl iz aL ySSRSR
2 K@ RAR @2dz R2 AUKE

GL R2y Qi 1y263¢ &4KS &I ARSI | yaldouwghéd Affz YR G(KSyo

GL ySSRSR 282dzmé¢ KS &FAR FILAYOD

aLQY &2NNE PE

Without knowing quite how or why, he pulled her closer, wrapping his arms around her. They stood
tied together for desperate minutes.

G,2dz 6SNBE 3A22R Sy2dAKI¢ KS YdzRIEdzNE R Rilofgpdisd & MJs K | A |
G¢KIGQa 6KIFIG ¢2NOKg22R R2Sax Al NdizZAya LIS2LX Soé

They pulled apart and with one short squeeze of her hand, Jack left her, emerging back into the living
room. His eyes scanned the sorrowful gathering twice before he realised.

Toshiko was gone.
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She only had to walk three streets, uncertain, unsteady footsteps leading her away from the
sanctuary of the house, when he found her.

A =2 4 A 9~

9PSNERGKAY3I FStiG RA&AO0O2YyYSOGSR>E ¥t SSNoinflfeopleY 3Sa (KLU
and normal streets ¢ both tight with pain and fear. Things that still felt like fantasies and nightmares

to her ¢ unreal in theirnormalness.! yR 0 KSy &AKSQR f22{1SR dzLJ  yR KS 41
approach, waiting. The hood shrouding his face not quite disguising that he was none of those things

¢KS gl ayQi a0FINBR:I KS glLayQid y2NXIf o

He was something else. She kept walking towards him.

And he was beautiful, she thought, heightened and more vivid amidst the world. Both of her ¢ the
her she was now and the her she had been ¢ found him beautiful and wondrous and more real for
both things. Drawing the halves of her back together.

4 &4KS NBIFOKSR KAYXZ KS LINBaaSR I KIFIYR G2 KSNJ OKS
it there ¢ the soft bone of his fingers cool against her skin.

G¢2aKAT] 2HMEséoicdhBarsel | A R

She nodded, accepting the name, taking it back.

~F ik k kL

They searched the streets for Toshiko ¢ it was the only thing they could do. Searched for hours and

slowly pair by pair returned to James house. Jack and Gwen were last. As they wandered, hopelessly

GKNRdZAK (KS R22NEIWKPRaYSGA{ O §SRBY Q8SHAIKG 0Sio¢
they ever could be, but at least they both knew now where they stood. He glanced around the others

¢ the quick look was enough to know that each search had been as useless as their own.

They sat in silence for a time.
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Gb2d AT aK$S RRBsaid sKIEG KS alreasé
G YR AT aK$S R2Sas oKFi GKSYyK 2KIG 6Aff KS R2KE

Jack looked at Suzie for a second before answering her question.d L R2y Qi 1y263 KS &l AR
386G o6+ O1 K2Y$S o6dzi L R2yQd 1y26 AT GKFGQA (NHS |y

la KS gl & aLSH |1mdZF33ayQitSKI &h S nbe baiddigdlyndh aYigtdSy i =
bleaknessd @2 S R2y QG 1yY26 6 KSNB {KS e Helpdidsd fdrg/séond KSNBE Qa
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and then looked at Jack. & L yo§dhaek tdithe station. We do.£ His glance encompassed Suzie and
DegSY®Q®S 0SSy 3IF2y NYIESR fd&ydE | yR GKS@

Suzie nodded and Gwen rose quickly to her feet as if she had been startled back into reality.

6L Q@ett feople out lookingforthem¢F 2 NJ WEA YR ¢2aKA12d LQYifaz2NNE (K
you need us, if he contacts you ¢ call us.€

Gwen pressed the phone Jai had left into his hand and with only a seconds hesitation, kissed him on
the cheek.

James gotto hisfeetaswellz af AIKGt & af 2SN GKIyYy (K&e @UiESNE

oy
32Ay3 +La 6Sttx¢é KS alrAR® a¢KSe YAIKEG ySSR + R20

R
0z
And they were gone. Everyone except lanto, curled in a chair, staring out of the window. They sat like

that, in painfully awkward silence, for a long time. Jack not knowing what to say, trying to sort
through his anger and hurt and longing. In the end it was lanto who spoke first.

What do | getto live for,Jack?¢é 1 S | a1 SRX & ( AHol doyrebiiild oy#fe&?Helggt 3 | G KA Y
aliensand savingtheworld¢g Kl 4 R2 L 3ISGKE

& ousaw what happenedlada G Yy A 3K G X ¢  WI \@Hat happerledito Ckaig. L & @MIINR & S ® f d
G2YyRSNFdzZA = a2YSiAYSa AdQa SOSYy KIFENR (2 NBYSYOSNJI ¢

G. dzi AlGQa a2 YSriekihgfabeliévein. f A VS RRWE (2 AS F2NE GKI G
GLIQa YRIGSEKF W ®F &FAR GKNRdzZAK INRARIGGISR 0SSGK®

lanto stood and turned to look at him at last, his expression angry. Jack rose with him.

G2 K&K .SOlIdzaS AGQa RATFTTAOdA &K fight#hOrhodszterS, toktapQa Ry 3 S

things like that happening?¢ He gestured at the silent television. It only took three steps for Jack to
reach him. He gripped his arm and leaned in, faces close but not quite touching.

G2 KIFIG AT @2dz 6S502YS 2yS 2F (GKS Y2yadaSNEKE

lanto paused, but his eyes were stilldefiant. ca @ 6 S (0 KIF G Q& ¢ 2 blhakwhat 2 YSG KA Y 3
happened?¢ 2 G KS 20KSNJ YSK L& KS | Y2y&aidSNKé

a b.2The single syllable hissed vehemently out, masking the instant seed of doubt that plunged into
WEO1Qa aid2Yl OK®

¢ KF G ¢ &y, keioldKiksdlf ¢ lailmgy bhe2a monster and Alex may have broken and Suzie
become hideous ¢ but not lanto. But another part of himself watched with cruel eyes and asked ¢
WHow would you know? You never saw the others as they were until it was too late. What are you
making him inté& fck could not bare the thought of unleashing another monster into the world.
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LFEyd2Qa KIyYyR 3INALLISR KA dheihasés tvdreNduchifugthit bkegtBwaiil O1 S @Sy
2y WFEO1Qa fALAP al S &aFAR GGKIG RARYQO KSKé LIEyhGz :
AyiG2 | Y2yaldSNE Wk Ol K¢E
G, Sazé ctiky@dre bath tdnse and shaking.
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Suddenly lanto kissed him, a brief plunging kiss. He pulled away slightly. dMake me monstrous,¢ he

aFAR® . NBF]1 YSZI NxRaS YS dzLJr ( KNEazaAYiS RR2 @&y SANG i
JackkissedhimXz G KSANJ 02RASE LINBKaasSR (23a3SGKSNE LIyGaz2zQa KI
Then the mobile began to ring.

¢tKSe ONR1S FLINI Fta AF (KS@QR 0SSy St SOUNRTASRO®
With shaking hands Jack answered it.

GLiQEa NBIFIReéxXé WHLA &alFlAR® d2S8SQNB |4 w2FiK 5201 ®¢

Jai hung up, dead silence all that was left.

GLQff RNAGS>Z¢ LIEyG2 alFAR®

~F ik k kL

Jack stopped for a moment his fingers hesitant on the phone, lanto silent beside him his eyes fixed
on the road. Did he really want to drag them back into this?

The answer was no, but if it might mean the difference between saving Toshiko and not, then it
RARY QUG YI G3GdSN®

He pressed the dial button.

~rlk ok ko

The dock looked like Jack remembered it, like the one on his world and if there were small

differences, KS RARY Qi 1y2¢ GKS LI .OSSYSEAT RKRF2HARIGRSya#
seen them ¢ the only thing he could see was Jai, hood thrown defiantly back, stood in the light of one

of the street lamps. And behind him, in the shadows, Toshiko.

a4 KS al¢g KSNE NI 3IS o0f23a2YSR AYAaARS KAY FyR W Of
as he strode towardshim.a [ SG KSNJ 32 o¢
Jai laughed, a painful halting laugh. His throat was swathed in bandages. He was hurt. The realisation

was accompanied by a twinge of possessiveness, followed a moment later by the realisation that if
his throat was damaged he might be close to powerless. As close as he ever got anyway.
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Gb20 YANOBESAWISOT ®RRSR IS&lddzNAYy3I G ¢2aKA12T &, 2dz 3
something to make herselfinto¢l K SNER ®¢
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GL 1Aff SR KSNZdkiawdQiQas &y IYBNI G Labit (Rl @K St RAS RIGE ¢ 2 &
b2 WIF O] XcAdIKK I 228y aRA 3B2LX S RA S d¢
G{ KS RASR 0SOldzaS 2F ¢2NOKg22R®DE
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yourda St ¥ F2NJ 0KA&ADP b2 YIGGSNI K2¢ YdzOK @2dz G-KAyl @&2d
we allchosethiss WS £t 6FyGiSR AlGdE

Jack felt the gun shake in his hand and steadied it.

G!' yR KAYZXZé WHEA &FAR KAa SeSé&, &0R¥R LXK &IaMWYyD]TAHR
him, shaped him, gave him somethingtostandon¢l YR L R2y QU GKAYy] &2dz S@Sy
it. Without the Agency, without you, | would have had nothing ¢ you know the choices my species

have ¢ | would have ended up in the mines or if | was lucky on a pleasure cruiser. Would that have

0SSy o0S0GSNKE

WE Ol RARYQUO IyagSN®» |'S RARYQU ¢lyd G2 tArAadtSyo
WFEAQa S&8Sa ¢SNE ONARAKIINFRSHE §KSs $§ NY LF RPER DY (K|
give us the power and yes we canfuck uporsavetK S g2 NI R 2NJ RAS GNJ} IAOFfteo

peopledo. TK I G Q& | f f ,the yhén2eyo3nake soryethitig with their life, even if what they
YIS A& GSNNAOGE S

WF 01 Q& KSI NI arddtmtandsor % drapbed thaiginNd8 Ri smiled.
G{ KSQa TFTAESR A (.W&tatoben & pgrial baal2G2IRER &4 KEB Q#dzh y ONBRAGE So

Jai turned suddenly, reaching out a hand to Toshiko pulling her towards him, gently letting his jagged

fingers wrap around her hand. She smiled at him, gazing at him in wonder and he pressed a soft kiss

to her forehead. W O1 Q& KSIF NI | OKSR &aSSAy3a (KS¥traped SGKSNI®
That was the thing about Jai, the horror of his acts of violence and violence were joined by moments

of love and compassion and mercy.
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Looking back at Jack, the smile lingering on his lipsamomentlonger.ad | SNJ t ATS glitay Qi oS
was differento dzi y 204 o0SGGSNI I yR aKS RSaASNWSa a2 YdzOK Y2N
2T Al aK2dzZ R 0SS 62yRSNFdz X a2YS 2F Al &aK2dzZ R aKA)
her.€

Jack had a sudden fleeting memory of a man, a priest, he had met years before during the Second
World War as the horrors of mankind and the monsters crashed around them. Afterwards - after
people had died and sights had been seen and one battle, at least, had been won, the priest had
turned to him with tears in his eyes.

GLQY IRckHedNBdhifn, thenamomentlater.d C2 NJ SOSNR G KA Yy I dé

The priest had stared at him for a second and then seized his arm, speaking quickly with conviction,
the words had seemed almost like a song:

dWhen | behold the heavens in their vasise

Where golden ships in azure issue forth,

Where sun and moon keep watch upon the fastness
Of changing seasons and of time on earth.

| feel thy balm and, all my bruises healing,
a® azdAZ A& FAEESRI Y& KSIENIG Aa asSiad Fid ShasSog

Jack had barely understood what he was saying, recognising the words at last for a hymn ¢ he had
never had much time for God and it must have shown upon his face, for the priest had smiled at him
sadly.

G¢KSaS baehadbhleedodsly, s RSSLI | a (0 K&Sbatthe Nddessl hdvd seefd B |-
turn will live with me forever. For that it was worth it. Perhaps when you understand that, you will
FAYR a2YS LISI OS d¢

Jack had not thought of him since, O 2 dzf elReyl r@niember his name now, he had not known that
those words had remained hidden inside him. The same words that Jai was saying, that Alex had said
andlanto¢LISNK | LJ& (G KS2& ¢gSNBE NAIWKHOT YRARBOKI LM2aKISEE ¥SN

Jai sensed his indecisionand smiledatK A Y A0 A€ f K2 {dRAK I( It PEch® B BIQA A KK Yy R
3dzSaa @& 2 dpdeulditakethér withh o She needs a home and you need her. You could
make her life magical. ¢ KSNBQa y20KAy3a (2 ad2L) &2dzpé

Jack felt like he had been kicked in the stomach. & L O 2 dzf R yTqifigXoiast kh&picturie fkoR ®
his mind, forget it, deny it.

G, 2dz O2dZA R Gt KSenOS RFf G&KSSY Gl AdGAYy3a F2N) 82dzd DAL
he said his voice suddenly quiet> (G KS aSNRAR2dza @2 A0S 2 FstabkdbuDiK Af R g K2 F

saying the words he think youwanttohear® &L 1y 26 (GKSNB QA Ly@éfL)i320d8 T2 NJ
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As he spoke, Jai moved closer, until he was stood before Jack and fighting back his own tears Jack
pulled him to him, wrapping hisarmsaround him. W A Q& € ALJA &a2¥Fd I 3IFAyad KAa
and momentarily innocent.

Jack wished he could believe all those pretty words the way that Jai believed them. The way that
they all believedthem.ButY € 6 S KS RARY QiU KI @S Sy smueBodyhad$tf A ST S
see the other half of the truth.

The other edge of the sword.

Jai sighed against his neck and Jack wished he could abandon himself in the moment but the knife

was heavy at his side. Heavy with responsibility and loss as a city grieved in shock and terror at the

monsters that had been unleashed. He pulled it loose, weighing it in his fingers for a second, torn

0SG6SSy K2LIJS I yR Rdzieé ¢defdticaleR daskingtdbe ked dhg/rédéefed A y KA & |
and protected - but the hesitationO2 dz2f R y 24 f 1 adG®d ! &2f RASNI O2dzZ Ry Qi

Theknifed f A LILJISR avY22iKfeé Ayd2 WHAQAa ol Ol FTAYRAYI (KS
slipping through the spinal cord - his one spot of real weakness. Jack felt the spasm run through his

body and the short, desperate, shocked breath against his neck.

GLQY 352 NONBNaMedzNES R LJ2 g BaMi Saat e Ayid2 WHAQa

WEA LldzZ ft SR ol O1 afAdaKifter KAa Kl yRsatEeNduldLI Ay3 | {
YS S ayés @i} faxéwas contorted with the pain of his final moments. His eyes were horrified
and despairing.d2 S O02dzZ R Kl @Sodd (KS ! 3Sydeovdd gKe WOl Ké

He swallowed deeply, he owed himananswer.& . SOl dzaS @2dz {Aff SR a2 Ylyeée LI
RARY QU yS8RdARARVDGH BBSY (0 KA ydpthat apathded yodwoutd, IL O 2 dzf R
1y263 L YIRS &2dz AyG2 GKAZ®DE

Gwdza i afl@Aay3 &2 dzNioRérlatgh anGINKE a3t SR alt ARKISRGENBR (A aa
It lasted mere seconds but as they broke apart, Jai pulled in a deep constricted breath.

Hesmiledathim.a 2K § R2Sa GKIFG YIS @&2dxKé
Jack pressed a kiss to his forehead and lowered him gently totheground. ¢! 6 A 33ISNJ Y2y a i SNIp¢

They stayed like that for a moment, not moving, not talking. Theonlé a2 dzy R WI A Qa LJ Ay SR
FYR LIEyd2 FYR ¢2aKA12Q4 K2NNATFASR aAfSyOoSo WF O ¢«
then suddenly came back, wrecked with effort, focusing upon Jack again.

GL t2@0S &2dzZé WIA ¢ KherthsIdiWBRA0 KRR @&zZ8SK| RREKSA & Ry R\
Gone.
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Jack held him there, this boy that had once been his ¢ his challenge, his passion, his heartbreak, his

fury, his loss. It was the sound of police sirens that broke him in the end. The others were coming. He

O2dzZ Ry Qi TFIF0O0S (KSYI ™aydefthRiywa the tfith @ i§ it wiaknSt thénS Y LIG | G A 2 Y
that Jack was tryingtospare. W A K| Ry Qi dzy RSNARAG22R GKFd® WF Ol O2dz
again, break them again.

Lose them again.

WithcaNBE Fdz2f Kl yRa KS NBY2@SR WFAQa gNRAG adNF LI
Preparingtoleave.! & KS aidi22R KS YSi ¢2aKA12Q&a Se
backed away a step ¢ deeper into the shadows ¢ broken with sorrow.

FYR
Saod {KS f 2

It hurt. He had to escape.

He looked at the wrist straps, the programme was there, clear, ready and waiting. All it took was a
press of a button. He steeled himself, his eyes still fixed on those meaningless pieces of leather and
metaland glass¢ K S O 2 Idek & tietn[iat Toshiko and lanto, 02 dzft Ry Qi &l & 3JI22Ro6éS o

G, 2dzQNB  2dza (> a2y yAddigdd andBgl.S dza
aL OFyQiG adl & oé

G2 KId Fo2dzi dzAaK 2KFEG |o62dz2i YSK 2KI{ R2 6S R2 y26t!

a , 2 loz@re,five a life, be normal.€ Forget the horror anthe wonder.The words shook as Jack said

5

them and those left unsaid felt like awound. HS O2 dzf Ry QG Gl f1 lyeyYz2NBe |'S LM

At first there was nothing and then the wind rose, twisting towards them, a steady whine and the
first sparkle of light. He was going home. He took a deep breath and then felt hands on his shoulders,
turning him. It was lanto.

GLQY a2 NNHiEeyes dtillayfry. 2le ksedAagk fiercely, a bright burning kiss, and then
pushed him.

Jack fell through the portal, for a second lost in the twisting, destructive whiteness. He landed heavily
on the pavement the portal wrenching closed behind him, stunned for a second.

z

LG o6Fa I Y2YSyd fFGSN) GKFG KS NBItAaAaSR GKIG WKFAQ:

In the distance he heard running footsteps. A figure passing through the shadows. She emerged into
the light of a street lamp and paused. Gwen. Her face warm and thankful and joyous.

Then she was on him, arms wrapped around him, holdinghim.a L  yG4 22 ¢ aKS alFARX aLdQ

He pressed a kiss to her forehead.
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lanto watched Jack fall, swallowed by the light and then looked down at the wrist strap in his hand.
The possibility.

He turned to look at Toshiko, she was sat on the floor beside Jai, lightly touching his hand, staring at
the body. Tears on her cheek, unnoticed. He crouched down beside her and held out the wrist strap,
letting her take it.

G/ 22 & YI 1S Y2NSKE LIyhGz2z Fails
She nodded. & L { € Reyvbice &ag sbft.

He heard the police car pull up on the road. The others finally arriving. He took the wrist strap back,
feeling the weight of it in his fingers, the potential. The sound of running footsteps.

Gl1 2¢ o2df R @2dz ftA1S G2 ySOSNI o6S (NI LIe®imyinl I+ AYyKE |
her eyes told him her true answer, something indescribable, an expression another him in another

place would have recognised. a2 S O2dz R 32 Y@ 4sKSNBI FTAYR SOSNRGKA:
KSNE (GKSYy GKSNB IINB Fff GK2aS 20$KSNJ g2NI Radé

There was only one question left now.

G2 KI G R2 wasBodi bé déliled? Torchwood2 NJ 6§ KS ¢AYS | 3SyOeK¢é
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EPILOGUE

Jack had been missing for seventeen days, three hours and forty seven minutes when Gwen called
into the Hub, and lanto felt like he could finally breath again.

I S g2dA RyQi GSff GKSY YdzOK Fo2dzi 6KFG KFER KIF LILISY
gone. He seemed quiet, which was unusual, his mood affecting the others and for a moment it felt to

lanto like they were backinthose F NR 1T Sy = LI Ay Fdz ¢ Bé&buddenty EviaSlikel DNB & Q&

I agA00K KFER 0SSy GdzN}YySR FyYyR KSQR 0SSy fldzAKAy3 |
pain, wherever it had come from, packed away, as Jack always packed it away. Hiding it from himself

and from them.

Once Gwen went home to Rhys, whowasbadlyA y Yy SSR 2F KSNJ I FFSOilAz2y O2ya
of the past fortnight by the docks, it took lanto roughly thirteen minutes to pull Jack into bed. Doing

the only thing he could right then to mend him. An hour later they were led together, comfortable

and warm in the familiar cramped surroundings. Jacks fingers tracing the line of his collarbone.

GL ySOSNI a1 SR @2dz 62dzi @2dzNJ FI 6KSNE¢ WF O] &l AR
G2 KFEd RAR @&2dz ¢l yild G2 1y26Ké

a1 S Rtw& Rstatement, not a question.

1S gla Atttz AdG gl & &@SEFENR | 32 ¢

G2 KId RAR @&2dz R2K¢

lanto pondered the guestion for a moment. He was not sure exactly what it meant, though he had a
feeling in the depthsof hisstomach.a L NI} y gl & G2 [2yR2yzIé KS &l A
¢ 2NDOKg22RPE

¢
R
.

G5ARY QUG GKIFG KdzZNI @2dz2NJ Y2(IKSNKE

LIyd2 O2dd RyQi F@2AR (KS AyadAyOdAdS asttt2es N2
61 Ay Qi AdNB KS 41 yir&R fer Riyrad] yi2oNavdedt f0eK AFaO (o ddlk AVl &
that happened they needed only the truth to lie betweenthem.d. R2 Yy GHS |V R¥WX G GSRX 4L

RARY QU GFf1 (G2 KBNE 9go2iA F2INFEk SKI2yEA KR YIS dzy RSNE (2 2

Jack nodded as if he understood and pressed a long, lingering kiss on his lips. lanto opened to it,
enjoying it, it stretched for long peaceful minutes.

G2 KIFId R2 @2dz GKAY] @2dz ¢62dzf R KIS R2YyS AF @&2dz KI |
relaxed, though lanto sensed the question had a secret sharp edge underneath it.

He sighed melodramatically. a2 St € T LQR LINRPOolFofé& 6S GKS LINAYS YAYA

$2N] KSNB>X @2dz (Y206 dé
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Jack laughed.

ahNJ L
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Jack kissed him again.
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WE 01 Q& F2NBKSFIR NBaGSR F3aFtAyad Kra 2y FT2NI + aS0:
against his cheek, so softly that lanto almost could not hear the words:

B2y Qi fSG YS NHzAV &2dz 2NI DsSyo {dG2L) YSo

LFEyd2 RARYQO 1y2¢ o6KIG (G2 ale F2NJ I Y2YSydI KFR
suddenly beating slower. He was only half consciousof hishand tid K&t Sy Ay 3 2y Wl 01 Qa aKz2
GLQf f A0 XKS) &@2dzR G4 flradoe wWHO1Qa FAYISNE (GNIF OSR | f

a kiss against his lips. They lingered there together after the kiss ended.
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