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Chapter  1 

The Doctor leapt about the TARDIS, twisting a knob here, 

clunking something into place there, then glanced up, realized 

he was alone, and sighed sadly. He hated being alone, he really 

ŘƛŘΤ ǎǘƛƭƭΣ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦŀƛǊΦ  

But those were thoughts for another time; in the meanwhile he 

ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΧ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ With 

a bang that rocked the whole blue box and its far larger insides, 

the TARDIS landed.  

The Doctor stuck his head out curiously and found himself 

aboard a ship. He looked around quizzically and stepped all the 

way out, it seemed abandoned, which was an all too familiar set 

up. IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀōƻǳǘΣ άhƪŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

get any more déjà vu-y is if there was a time portal somewhere 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘΧέ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΣ άƘŜǊŜΦέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎŀǇŜŘ ǎǘǳǇƛŘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ ƛǘΣ άhƘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΗέ He drew his sonic 

screwdriver and peered into the portal, nothing; there was just blackness on the other side.  

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ ƘŜ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ƭight of the screwdriver into it; still nothing. The Doctor pursed 

his lips as he weighed his options, on the one hand he could go back to the TARDIS and try a new 

location, or on the other, he could jump head first into the blackness and face whatever adventure 

awaited him there.  

Inevitably, he chose the latter.  
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Chapter  2 

.ǊŜŜ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ōŜŘΤ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƛǊŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΦ ά.ǳƎƎŜǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ƎǊǳƳōƭŜŘΣ 

and adjusted the sheets. She sighed an exhausted sigh and let her head sink slowly into the cool pillow.   

!ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ŀ ǊǳƳōƭŜΣ ǘƘǳƳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳƳǇ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ōȅ ŀƴ άhƘΣ ōƻƭƭƻŎƪǎΣέ ǿŀǎ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ 

Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ōŜŘΦ  

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ  

άhǿΧ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΚέ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘ ōƻƭƭƻŎƪǎΣ άƘƻƭŘ ƻƴΦέ  

She took this last to be directed at her and waited in trepidation, but not for long because shortly a 

ōǊƛƎƘǘ ōƭǳŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜΣ ά!ǊƎΗέ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƴŎŜŘΣ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ 

ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ŀǿŀȅΣ άǎƘƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜΗέ  

ά{ƻǊǊȅΣέ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜŘΣ ƴƻǿ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǘŀƭƭ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŀƴΣ 

ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǊŀǘŜΣ άIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΚέ  

άhƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΣέ ǎƘŜ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜŘ ǾŀƎǳŜƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎhoulder. ά!ƘΣ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻΗέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŦƭƛŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

switch. Bree winced again, but the light over her bed was at least less pointed directed at her. άΩ!ƭƭƻΣέ 

ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŎƘŜŜǊƛƭȅΣ άƻƘΣ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎΚ ²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŀǊƪΧέ  

Bree blinkŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ά¦ƳΧ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ōǳǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ 

enough. ¦ƳΣ ǿƘŜǊŜΩŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΚέ  

άDƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣέ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘΣ άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΧ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ-and-

ǎǇŀŎŜ ǇƻǊǘŀƭǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΚέ  

άbƻΣέ .ǊŜŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ōƭŀƴƪƭȅΦ  

άhƘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ ŀǎƪ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜΧ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƻǊΚέ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎǊƻǳŎƘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 

withdrawn a pair of thickly rimmed black glasses from some pocket within his long brown coat and was 

now staring up at Bree as if she were an alien.  

.ǊŜŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ΨǇƻǘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜǘǘƭŜ ōƭŀŎƪΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά¸ŜǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΦέ The man seemed to accept this answer and went back to examining it. 

άIƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛǊǊƻǊΚέ ƘŜ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀǊƪ ƻƴ 

how tall he was, and not in a bad way, not at all.  

ά¦ƘΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ǿƘȅΚ Lǎ ƛǘǎΩ ŀƎŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊƻǿƴΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

was thinking. The man shrǳƎƎŜŘΣ άbƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǎŜƭƭŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΧέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ ƻŦŦ ƘŜǊ ŘƻƻǊΦ  

άIŜȅΗέ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǇǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ōŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǿŀǊe that she was lacking 

pants, pants which the strange man was unfortunately standing on. The man ignored her and proceeded 
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to shine his blue light over the back of it, as if scanning for something, but Bree could little guess how a 

little flashlight, albeit odd, could tell you anything.  

άbƻǿΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ It was then that Bree noticed that no one 

ŜƭǎŜ ƘŀŘ ǿƻƪŜƴ ǳǇΣ ά²ŀƛǘΣ ǿƘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǿŀƪŜΚέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ōƭŀƴƪƭȅΣ άƻƘΣ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳŜΤ L ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ Ǝƻ ŘŜŀŘΚέ 

άbƻΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻΦ Well, sometimes that happens, well, a few times, 

ǿŜƭƭΧ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƻƭΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ grin spread across his face, a grin that 

under different circumstances Bree would have fallen in love with, but at the moment she was too 

bemused to take notice.  

/ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƛƴ ƳŜƭǘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ά{ƻǊǊȅΣέ ƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘe mirror.  

ά{ƻΣέ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘŜŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ άȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ-and-space portal stuck to the back of your 

mirror from the very very distant future. Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ǎƻ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΚέ He had removed his glasses and was now scratching his chin as he 

peered into it.  

Bree had no idea what he was looking for because all she could see was the reflection of her room, but 

she was more concerned with taking this opportunity to snatch up her pajama pants and put them on so 

that she might question him properly. ά²Ƙŀǘ are ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ƘƛƳΦ  

ά! ŎƭǳŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƻ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƻƘΗ {ƻǊǊȅΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ǊǳŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘƻ L ŀƳ ƴƻǿΣ ǎƻΧέ Bree gave 

him another completely blank look and the Doctor stopped. He stood up straight and cleared his throat, 

άLΩƳ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣέ ƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘƭȅΣ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘΦ Bree blinked up at him, but took his 

ƘŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƳƭȅΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣ ŀƴŘΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΚέ  

He grinned, shaking her hand vigorously, and privately thanked her for not asking Doctor who, so many 

ƧƻƪŜǎΣ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾŜǊȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƻƭŘ ƧƻƪŜǎΣ άhŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΗέ ƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅΦ   

.ǊŜŜ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǎǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ άhŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΚ Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΚέ The Doctor 

shruggeŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƛƭŘŜǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƎǊƛƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ άL Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƳΣ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ L ŀƳΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ 

smiled widely again, he seemed to enjoy smiling.  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǎŀƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ever. This 

is worse than the night we watched a marathon of Angel ǊŜǊǳƴǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘǿƻ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦΩ  

Needless to say, that night was very crazy.  
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Chapter  3 

Lƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ άIƻƭŘ ƻƴΧέ ƘŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ .ǊŜŜΩǎ 

hand and listened very carefully. ά.ǊŜŜΚέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƘŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΦ  

ά¸ŜŀƘΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōŀŘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ  

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳΚέ 

ά9ǊΣ ƴƻΦέ  

IŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ƻƘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ŀƎŀƛƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŜǿ Ƙƛǎ ƻŘŘΣ ōƭǳŜ-lighted, flashlight again. 

άbƻǿΣ .ǊŜŜΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǎǘŀȅ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŜŜŘ 

you to help me communicate with it at first so only address it when I say and only ask it what I tell you 

ǘƻΣ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘΚέ 

.ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƭȅΣ ά¸ŜǎΦέ 

άDƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦŜŀǊΣ ǘƘƛǎΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦǳƴΗέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŦƭŀǎƘŜŘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƎǊƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ closet 

door. And from her closet strode out, rather mechanically, a person. The Doctor pointed his flashlight at 

ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ .ǊŜŜ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦΦ  

ά!ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ǎƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚέ ƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǎƘŀǊǇƭȅΦ He noted, though, 

that despite being a full three hundred years into the future, they were still dressed the same, he 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  

The creature cocked itsΩ ƘŜŀŘ ǎƘŀǊǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛȄŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƭŀƴƪ ƭƻƻƪΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Parisian mask it looked rather menacing. άCƛƴŜΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣ ƴƻǿΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ 

ƛǘΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǘΣ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΦέ 

ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƛŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎΦέ 

The Doctor made a half-ǎƘǊǳƎΣ άLǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǊƻōƻǘΣέ ƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ 

.ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŘŜǇǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘΣ ά¸ƻǳΣ ǊƻōƻǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǘǊƛŜŘΦ And the robot 

responded, now straightening iǘǎΩ ƘŜŀŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦ Bree gasped finding it looking at 

ƘŜǊΣ ά¦ƳΧ ǿƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΚέ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ǘŜƭƭ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

άIŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚέ .ǊŜŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΦ 

άLΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿΧέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŀ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ƭƻƻƪΦ 

.ǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƎƘŜŘΣ άhƪŀȅΣ ǊƻōƻǘΣ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀǎƪǎΦέ 
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¢ƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƳƻǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΣ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘΣ άL ŀƳ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ǘŜǊƳǎΦέ 

άwƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊΣ ǘǳŎƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ Ƙƛǎ ŦƭŀǎƘƭƛƎƘǘΣ άƭƛƪŜ L ǎŀƛŘΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊΣ ŜƘΚ 

Need her brain, is it? .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƭƭ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ L ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳǎƛƴǎΣ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŀǘΚ They 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ wŜƛƴŜǘǘŜΩǎ ōǊŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ .ǊŜŜΩǎΦέ 

Bree was so disconcerted by these sentences she barely even reacted.  

¢ƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΣ ά¸ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦέ 

ά²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƭŜŀƴŜŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƧŀƳƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƻŎƪŜǘǎΦ  

ά{ƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΣέ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ automatic response. 

άhƘ ōƭƛƳŜȅΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƭŜŀƴŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ άƭƻƻƪ ȅƻǳ ƴƛǘǿƛǘǎΣ L ƘŀŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ 

that. Why do you need her? Teƭƭ ƳŜΦέ 

Bree, despite the fact that she was aware that her life may hang in the balance, was rather amused by 

these proceedings. The robots and the Doctor evidently had a curious history together.  

If the robot had been able to swallow, it would have then, ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άhǳǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƘŜǊΦέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚΗ Why does he need her? ²ƘƻΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ 

frustrated by the answers. 

¢ƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘŀƭǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƛƻƴΣ άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƻŎƪŜŘΦέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ǇŜǊǘǳǊōŜŘΦ 

άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƻŎƪŜŘΣέ ƛǘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘΦ 

άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ƛǘ ōŜ ƭƻŎƪŜŘΚ IƻǿΧ ƻƘΣ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴΦ aƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŎƘƛǇΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƻƘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƭŜǾŜǊΦέ 

The Doctor scratched his chin thoughtfully. 

.ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ά.ǳǘ LΩƳ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƻǊŘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 

Doctor sallied forth and placed his hand over where the temples of the robot would be.  

SuddŜƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƭǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƻƪŜΣ άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƻŎƪŜŘΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƻŎƪŜŘΣέ ƛǘ 

repeated over and over again. ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ άbƻΣ ƴƻΣ ƴƻΣ ƴƻΣ ƴƻΗ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘΗέ But whoever 

was controlling the robot evidently disagreed with the Doctor and no sooner had the Doctor stepped 

back then the robot shorted out, collapsing at the waist.  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǘŜŜƴȅ ōƛǘ ŦǊŜŀƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǇŀǊǘΦ  
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άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŦ-destruct. ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘo take any chances or is 

Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎǊǳŜƭΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ Ǌŀƴ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƛǊΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪΦ  

ά¦ƳΣ ƻƪŀȅΣ ōǳǘΧ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 

άaŜΚ hƘΣ L ǿŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŦƛƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ How could 

tƘŜȅ ōŜ ƭƻŎƪŜŘΚέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎΣ ά¸ƻǳΧ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

about being a time lord? Χ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 

¢Ƙŀǘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎƻƭŘΣ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ōƭǳƴŘŜǊΣ άhƘ ƴƻΧέ ƘŜ ƳǳǊƳǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŘǊŜǿ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎŜŘ .ǊŜŜΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘΣ ά.ǊŜŜΧ LΩƳ ŀƴ ŀƭƛŜƴΦέ  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘ ƻƴŎŜΣ ά!ƴŘΚέ 

The Doctor stared at her. 

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘΣ ά¸ƻǳΧέ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴce.   

ά{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƻǊŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƭƛŜƴΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǊƳǎ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘΦ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ŦŜƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƭƛŎƪŜŘΣ ά²ŀƛǘ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΧ ȅƻǳ ƪƴŜǿΗ The whole time you 

ƪƴŜǿ L ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƭƛŜƴΗέ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀǘ the Doctor, a little smug in fact. 

άIƻǿΚέ 

ά²ƘŜƴ ŀ Ƴŀƴ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻƴŎƘŀƭŀƴǘƭȅ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ-and-space 

ǇƻǊǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀƳŜƭŜǎǎ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ƘŜΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

earth or just insane. !ǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ L Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƻƻ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎŀƴŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ άǎƻ L 

ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀƭƛŜƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎŜƴǎŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ ƎƭŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŜŀǎŜŘ 

robot.  

ά¸ŜŀƘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻΦ 

ά{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƻǊŘΚέ 

άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƛŜƴ L ŀƳΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŀōǎŜƴǘƭȅΦ IŜ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇǊȅ ŀƴȅ 

further. 
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ά.ǳǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴΚέ ǎƘŜ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ 

ά.ǊŜŜΣ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ нл ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ 

Bree nodded, despite his outer calmness and gentility, she felt that the Doctor really did not want to talk 

about who he was, so much so that Bree was not going to press him about it.  

άDƻƻŘΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŦŀƴŎȅ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΚέ ƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ Ŧŀƛƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŀŘǊŜƴŀƭƛne rush. 

ά!ƴ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΚ Now?έ .ǊŜŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀ ǉǳƛȊȊƛŎŀƭ ōǊƻǿΦ  

ά¸Ŝǎ ƴƻǿΣέ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŀ ƳƛƭŘƭȅ ŎƻƴŘŜǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƭƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǎƘƻŎƪΣ άƴƻ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣέ Ƙƛǎ 

grin deepened.  

ά.ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΤ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ΦΦΦ Κέ ǎƘŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŀǘǘƭŜ 

ƻŦŦ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ 

tumbled through her mirror. 

The Doctor, seeing that it would take all night to reassure her, threw his head back in a dramatic eye roll 

ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀōōŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΗέ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ŀǘ ŀ ƎŀƭƭƻǇΦ 
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Chapter  4 

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ŦŜƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ƴƻǿΣ ά²Ƙ-ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜΚέ  

ά!ƴ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǎƘƛǇΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ aŜŘǳǎŀ /ŀǎŎŀŘŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ-of-factly.  

ά5ǳŘŜΧέ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ƭƛǇǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ƎǊƛƴΣ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜΗέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŜȄǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣέ ƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ 

himself, they strode around the TARDIS, which Bree had yet to notice. ά{ŜŜƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ǌƻōƻǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

ȅŜǘΚέ 

ά¦ƳΣ ƴƻΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜΚ !ƴŘΣ ǿƘŀǘΧ ƛǎΧ ǘƘŀǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{Φ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǘǳŎƪ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƛǘΣ ƘǳƎŜ ǎƳƛƭŜ ǎƭŀǇǇŜŘ ƻƴΣ άLǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ¢!w5L{Σέ ƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ 

cheerily. 

ά!ƴŘΧ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ¢!w5L{Κέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǘΣ άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ƎǳŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ 

ƴƻǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ōƻȄΦέ 

άhƘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΣέ ƘŜ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƘŜǊΣ άōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘΦ TARDIS stands for Time And Relative 

Dimension In Space, T-A-R-D-I-{Σ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΣέ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ 

around and leaned against it, smirking at her.  

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎΚέ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΣ άōǳǘΧ ƛǘΩǎΧ ǿƻƻŘΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚέ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

trust anything about the Doctor. For all she knew, he might even change how he looks.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ Řƻǳōǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ 

ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƻƻΣ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ caught on 

so fast. ΨaŀȅōŜ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊΣΩ ƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ He continued smirking at her, then noticed 

something.  

ά.ǊŜŜΣ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƧŀȊȊΣ ōǳǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ w¦bΗέ And so shouting, 

he grabbed her hand and dodged around the robot that had been just about to slice her head off.  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜΧΚ These things are armedΚέ Bree screeched, doing her best to keep you with the significantly 

taller, not to mention shod, Doctor.  

ά¸ŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘƭȅΣέ ƘŜ ǇŜƭǘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΣ dragging Bree along with him as the sounds of more 

robots followed. 

ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΗέ 

ά!ƭƭ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΗέ ƘŜ ǊŜǘƻǊǘŜŘΦ ά!ƴŘ ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇΚέ 

άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǎƘƻŜǎΗέ 
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ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǎƘƻŜǎΚέ 

ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ LΩŘ ōŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΗ If I had I might have thought ahead to, say, 

ƎŜǘ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΚΗέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΦέ 

άLƴ ǇŀƧŀƳŀǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΦέ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅΗέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŘǳŎƪŜŘ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ whipped out his sonic screwdriver to unlock a closet, 

then squeezed Bree and himself inside and locked it behind them.  

IŜ ǘǳŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŀǿŀȅΣ άbƻƴǎŜƴǎŜΣ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ !ǊǘƘǳǊ 5ŜƴǘΚ Spent his whole adventure 

wearing nothing, but his pajamas, a robe, and his towel. And I myself once defeated a Sycorax king in a 

sword fight wearing nothing but pajamas, I lost my hand, but I grew another one. And that hand has 

ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘȅΣ ƘŀΗέ ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇǳƴΦ  

Bree blinked quizzically at the Doctor and decided it was best to disregard everything he said after 

ΨǇŀƧŀƳŀǎΣ ŀ ǊƻōŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻǿŜƭΩΦ ά{ƻǊǊȅΣέ ƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ .ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΦ ά!ƴŘ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŀƧŀƳŀǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƛƴŜΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ  

άbƻǘ ȅƻǳǊǎΚ You were fighting some alien king in someƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǇŀƧŀƳŀǎΚ Χwhy? Wait; hold on, I think 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΧέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ƭƛƴƎŜǊƛŜΣ ƻŘŘƭȅ 

ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ōŀŘ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊills.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ά²ƘŀǘΚΗ No, no no no no no, not ever, never ever 

ŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ 

male ǇŀƧŀƳŀǎΦέ 

.ǊŜŜ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ άhƪŀȅΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΦέ 

άEverΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎΦ άbƻǿΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƻǊΚέ 

άIƻǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L ƪƴƻǿΚ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΚέ 

ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƻōƻǘǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ L ǎŀǿΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ 

confused about the question. 

άbƻΣ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǎƘƛǇΣ ŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŜŘǳǎŀ /ŀǎŎŀŘŜΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚέ 

άhƘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ L ǿŀǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǎƻ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƘƛƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ 

and then help him find ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘǎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ŘȅƛƴƎ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣέ ǘƘŜ 

Doctor sighed and glanced wryly at the floor, he deplored killing.  

άhƘΣ ƻƪŀȅΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƳΦέ 
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ά²ƘȅΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜΚέ 

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ǿŀƎƎŜŘΣ άLΩƳ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ŎƭƻǎŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭƛŜƴ Ǌƻōƻǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ 

ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƭƭ ǳǎΦέ .ǊŜŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōƛǘŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΩΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ 

steamy little dream just popped into her head, but looking at the Doctor she was quite sure that that 

was the last thing on his mind. 

άL ƪƴƻǿΣέ ƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘΣ ά.Ǌƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚέ 

Bree blinked at him, his puppy-ŀŘƻǊŀōƭŜ ǎƳƛƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ άhƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŎƪΣ LΩƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 

Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΗέ 

BǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǿƻǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛƎ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƭƛǘ ƛƴ ǘǿƻΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

human, so she had to make certain allowances.  

She smiled bemusedly back at him, privately wondering if all time lords were like him, if they were she 

mƛƎƘǘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻΧ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƻǊŘ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳΦ And why were they called time lords 

anyway? But that was a train of thought for a not-quite-so-vital situation.  
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Chapter  5 

ά{ƻΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊƻōƻǘǎΩ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ 

ά¸ŜǇΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƴƻŘŘŜŘΣ ƎƭŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ άLŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǊƻƎǳŜ ŎƻƴǎƻƭŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŀȅōŜ L 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘΧέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŀŦǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǾŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻƻΣ άhƘΣ ƴƻΣ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘǳŎǘǎΚέ ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ  

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǳŎǘǎΚέ 

άhƘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŎƭŀǳǎǘǊƻǇƘƻōƛŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǇŀƴƛŎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ hƻŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƳΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎǊƻŀƴŜŘΣ which turned into a growl 

at the end. Even if he had been dangling through a very, very deep pit, Rose had told him about their 

adventure through the vents while trying to escape the Satan-possessed Ood.  

.ǊŜŜ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƘƛƳΣ άwƛƎƘǘΧέ 

άwƛƎƘǘΣ .ǊŜŜΣ ǎǘŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ Ƨƻō ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊΣ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōƭȅ ǎƻƴƛŎΣέ ƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

reaching up towards the screw and letting the blue light of the screwdriver shine brightly. άhƴŜΣέ ƘŜ 

ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜǿǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜƭƭΣ άǘǿƻΧ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ŦƻǳǊΣ ƻƻǇǎΗέ The ƎǊŀǘŜ ŦŜƭƭ ƻƴ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ  

ά!ŀŀŀƘΧέ ǎƘŜ ƳƻŀƴŜŘΣ ǊǳōōƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ  

ά{ƻǊǊȅΣέ ƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜŘΣ άƴƻǿ ǳǇ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘΣέ ƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ She took it and he pulled her in 

front of him, then shifted his hands to her waist to lift her up where she could pull herself into the shaft. 

Bree attempted to ignore how warm and strong his hands felt and scrambled for a grip to heave herself 

all the way in. άL ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǉǳƭƭ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ǊŜƎǊŜǘŦǳƭƭȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎŜǘ ƘŜǊ ŘƻǿƴΣ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊŜΚέ IŜ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ǳǇΣ άL ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 

.ǊŜŜ ŦŜƭǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƛƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎΣ ά¦ƘΗέ ǎƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘΣ ƘǳǊǘΦ The Doctor paid no heed and instead hoisted 

himself up into the metal box. ά!ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ .ǊŜŜΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ Ǉǳƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǳǇΣ 

Ǝƻǘ ƛǘΚέ 

άhƪŀȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƘƛƳΦ She reached her muscle-lacking arms up to 

ƘƛƳ ƻƴ ǘƛǇ ǘƻŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŜǊ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΦ Luckily though, the Doctor was tall and 

therefore had long arms himself and could reach down enough to pull her in, well, until he ran out of 

leverage and ended up pulling her all the way on top of him.  

άIƛΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘƭȅΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦ  
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άDŜǘ ƻŦŦΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘΣ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƘŜǊ. Bree pursed her lips in 

disappointment and mockingly rolled her eyes at the Doctor behind his back.  

άwƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƻΧέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ŎǊƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴŜŜǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘΣ άǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣέ ƘŜ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜŘ 

forward, which also went up, and lead the way.  

Bree folloǿŜŘ ǎǳƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿΣ ά!ƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΚέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘǊǳƎƎŜŘΣ άWǳǎǘ ŀ ƘǳƴŎƘΦέ 

.ǊŜŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƘǳƴŎƘΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƭŀŘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

following his.  

ά!ƘΣ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ He pushed the vent grate away and stuck his 

head up, Bree right behind him. άhƘΧέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǳƴƘŜƭǇŦǳƭƭȅΣ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ 

by the clockwork robots, each with a threatening looking blade stuck out at them.  

ά.ŀŘ ƘǳƴŎƘΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊŜŘΦ ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǳƳΣ w¦bΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƛŎ 

screwdriver.  

.ǊŜŜ ŘǳŎƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƴƴŜƭΣ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴ ŎǊŀǿƭΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘǳŦŦƭŜŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀǎ 

fast as she dared before setting her pajamas alight. ά/Ǌŀǿƭ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƴΗέ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ 

behind just as Bree heard an explosion.  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ǎƘǊƛŜƪŜŘΦ άL ƘŜŀǘŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΧ ǎƻƴƛŎ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŦƛȄƛƴƎΣέ ǘƘŜ 

Doctor had by now reached her and Bree had the opportunity to look back and catch his blindingly 

gleeful face. 

άYŜŜǇ ƎƻƛƴƎΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƘŀǊǇƭȅΦ άhƘ ŦƛƴŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎǘƻƳǇŜŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŎǊŀǿƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 

unfortunately, stomped on the wrong part of the vent because it gave way and now she and the Doctor 

were sliding down a metal chute.  

ά!!!!!IΗέ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǳƴƛǎƻƴΣ ǎƭƛŘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ Řƻǿƴ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦ And then a heart-

ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŘǊƻǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ΨƻƻŦΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΦ  

The time the Doctor fell on top of Bree. άbƻǿΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ  

ά!ŎƪΗέ ǿŀǎ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǎǉǳƛǎƘŜŘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΦ ά²ƘŀǘΚ hƘ ǎƻǊǊȅΣέ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ƻŦŦ ƘŜǊ 

and helped her up. .ǊŜŜ ƎŀǎǇŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘΣ άCƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǎƪƛƴƴȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜƛƎƘ ŀ ƭƻǘΦέ  

The Doctor rolled his ŜȅŜǎΣ άCƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎŜŜǎΥ ǎƪƛƴƴȅΣέ ƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ ά{ƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ are ǿŜΚέ .ǊŜŜ 

asked glancing around.  

ά²ŜƭƭΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ 

complicated looking board of knobs and great, big, threatening buttons and pulled out the sonic 
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screwdriver. ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ Ƴƛƴǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ƛǘΣέ ƘŜ 

extrapolated after a moment, returning the screwdriver to his pocket.  

ά¦ƳΣ ȅŜŀƘΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜŜŘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ 

appropriate time to ask questions.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ά[ŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊƻōƻǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ǌƻōƻǘǎ 

ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ their ship using pieces of people, 

including the brain of one girl from 18th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ CǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻΦέ  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΧ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƘƛǇ 

made out of people.  

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ǳǇΣ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻǊ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘΚέ  

.ǊŜŜ ȅŀǿƴŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ ά¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ Ǌƻōƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

tomorrow, I vote we get out. LŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ LΩŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΣέ .ǊŜŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ at him.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎǊŀŎƪŜŘ ŀ ǎƳƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΣ ά!ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

go. άhƪŀȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΦ  

ά²ŀƛǘΣέ .ǊŜŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΣ άǿƘȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΚέ  

The Doctor shrugged, ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘǳƴŎƘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǎǘŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ άbƻΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŦƭŀǘƭȅΣ άƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƘǳƴŎƘŜǎΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƻǊ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΦέ  

ά²ƘȅΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ƘǳǊǘΦ 

ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƘǳƴŎƘ ƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǊŜǘƻǊǘed in an accusatory tone.  

άbŀƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ƘǳƴŎƘΣ ŎΩƳƻƴΗέ ƘŜ ƎǊŀōōŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŀƭƻƴƎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅΗέ 

Bree moaned, but ran alongside him anyway. And they jogged on for awhile until; lo and behold, they 

ran into another robot. ά²ƘŀǘΩŘ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΚέ .ǊŜŜ ƎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳ ƘŀƭŦ-heartedly. άLǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ 

ǊŜǘƻǊǘŜŘΣ άwƛƎƘǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǊƻōƻǘΦέ 

¢ƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ƘŀƭǘŜŘ ƛǘǎΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ǎƘŀǊǇ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ 

ά¸Ŝǎ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ǘƻΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴd 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦέ 

¢ƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƭȅΣ άL Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎΦέ 

άhƘΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƧƻōΣ ŜƘΚ Different from your other little friends? Then maybe you can 

ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƘŜǊΣ .ǊŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ .ǊŜŜΣ άǿƘȅΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ 

.ǊŜŜΚέ ƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ǎŜƭŦ-destruct like last time. 
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¢ƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ŎƻŎƪŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƘŀŘΣ ά{ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻƴŜΦέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚ The last one what? ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƘŜΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǇŜǎǘŜǊŜŘΦ 

ά{ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻƴŜΣέ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ƻōǎǘƛƴŀǘŜƭȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎǊƻŀƴŜŘΣ άhƘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻƴŜΚ You mean all of the rest of her kind 

ŀǊŜ ŘŜŀŘΚέ 

ά¸ŜǎΣέ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦ 

The Doctor looked gob ǎƳŀŎƪŜŘΤ ƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άIƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘΧ 

ǎƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘΧέ ƘŜ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ .ǊŜŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘƭȅ ǘƘŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻōƻǘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎΤ 

ǿƘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜǊΚέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ But the robot was smoking, you could hear the 

gears inside gyrating in frenzy, but they soon came to an untimely stop and the robot fell forward.  

.ǊŜŜ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƪƛƴŘΚέ  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ, .ǊŜŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭƭȅΣ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǊƪ ŜȅŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊŀǳƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ  

There were only a select number of species in this time frame that were extinct or near extinction, and 

even fewer could pass as humanoids, in fact, there was only one and he was it. So what was she?  

ά²ŜƭƭΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŀƭƭƻƴǎ ȅΗέ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ 

hand again and led her onwards.  

άhƪŀȅ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΣ άōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƛƎƴŜŘΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌƻōƻǘ ƳŜŀƴǘΦ LŦ L ŘƛŘΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άbƻΣ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΦ ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘΚ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

¢!w5L{Κ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΚέ  

The Doctor groaned ƭƻǳŘƭȅΣ άvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇŜǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǘƘŜ 

5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇΣ άŦƛƴŜΣ LΩƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ  

άDƻƻŘΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ Ƴƻre minor run-in with the 

robots, Bree and the Doctor arrived back at the TARDIS.  
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Chapter  6 

άhƪŀȅ .ǊŜŜΣ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊŜǿŀǊƴŜŘΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ 

doors.  

άhƘΣ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƘȅǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

ά!ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΧέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŦƭǳƴƎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ŘƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ  

ά5ǳŘŜΧέ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǾŜǊƴƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ ōƻȄ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ōƛƎƎŜǊ 

ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΦ άL ƳŜŀƴΣ ǿƘƻŀΧέ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴΣ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŀƪƛƴΩ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜΗέ ¢ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ 

ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ƘŜǊΣ άhƘ Ƴȅ Dh5Η ²h²Η ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǎǿŜŜǘΗ Iƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴ 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ άȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ this defies all laws of 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎǎΣ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΦ bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΗέ  

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƎǊŀǾƛǘȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ άŀƴŘ this is Time Lord technology, ƛǘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊed for her.  

ά{ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿay all your ǎǘǳŦŦ ǿƻǊƪǎΚέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƘǊǳƎƎŜŘΣ άDŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜΦέ  

άwƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƻΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǇƭǳƴƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜŀǘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƳƻŘǳƭŜΣ άƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

ƻƴŜΥ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƭŜŀƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƻƭŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ .ǊŜŜ ǎŀǘΣ άL ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳΣ LΩƳ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘΣ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ 

5ƻŎǘƻǊΦέ  

ά{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘΚέ  

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƛŜƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ GalifreyΣέ ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ά¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

of this universe. On Galifrey, we watched all the other worlds, guided at times, but never interfered with 

ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜ .ǊŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΤ ƛǘΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ 

heads, everything, everywhere, ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƛƴŜǎΦέ  

Bree was star-ǎǘǊǳŎƪΦ ά¸ƻǳΧ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΧ ǘƛƳŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ  

ά¸ŜǇΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΦ  

άIƻǿΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎōŜƭƛŜŦΣ άƳȅ ōǊŀƛƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇƭƻŘŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƛƴ ƛǘΦέ  

ά¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ  

ά²ƻǿΧ ŀƴŘ ǘŜll me about GalƛŦǊŜȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ƭƛƪŜΚ /ŀƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΚέ  
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The Doctor hated this inevitable question, no matter how long it had been, it was still heart-wrenchingly 

ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭΣ άbƻΣέ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ  

ά²ƘȅΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŎŀǳǘƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

facing the ground.  

άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƴŜΣέ ƘŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊŜŘΦ  

άDƻƴŜΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘƭȅΦ  

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿŀǊΣ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǊΦ 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΧέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƭŜŘ ƻŦŦ ƛƴǘƻ 

silence. Bree gently got up from her seat and stood very close to the Doctor. She lifted a hand and 

rubbed his back in a sympathetic gesture, as she was unsure how he would react to a hug.  

ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŀǇŜǳǘƛŎ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜΣ άŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ 

ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭŜƪǎΣέ ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƴΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ άL ƘŀǾŜΚ ²ƘŜƴΚέ  

ά! ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ Ǝƻǘ ƳƻǾŜŘΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜs with 

ǘƘŜ ŜŜǊƛŜ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΧέ  

άhƘΗ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΧ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΧ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΚ Lǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΚέ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎƘǳŘŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŦŜŀǊΦ {ƘŜ ǊŜƳembered them quite clearly, now that she 

had a name to go with the picture. She remembered how they cruelly blasted anyone who stood against 

them. Her family had been lucky, living on such a small street, they went unnoticed, but she heard the 

screams all ƴƛƎƘǘ ƭƻƴƎΧ  

άbƻΦ {ŀŘƭȅΣ ƴƻΧ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊǎŜΣ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ōƻƳōΦέ  

ά! ǿƘŀǘΚέ  

άwŜŀƭƛǘȅ ōƻƳōΧ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƻƳō ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ȊŜŘ-neutrino energy that would dissolve every 

ŀǘƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΦέ  

άaȅ ƎƻŘΧ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΚ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 5ŀƭŜƪǎΧ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΚ ΧǿƘȅΚέ IŜǊ 

voice cracked a little thinking about the utterly complete decimation of everything, the unending 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΧ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΗ  

ά¢ƘŜƛǊ ƎƻŀƭΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΩ ǎƻƭŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 

ŜƭǎŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΧέ  

ά.ǳǘΧ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻƳō ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜΚ LŦ ƛǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ŘŀǊƪƭȅΣ ά5ŀƭŜƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴƛǳǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦŀƴŀǘƛŎŀƭΦέ  
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Bree swallowed carefully and nodded, understanding perfectly about the unreasonableness of any 

ŦŀƴŀǘƛŎΦ !ǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ǎƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ άLΩƳ ǎƻΣ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΦέ  

ά{ƻǊǊȅΚέ ƘŜ ǎƴƻǊǘŜŘ ǊŜƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘǳƳƻǊΣ άŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΚέ  

άCƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻƻΣ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ .ǊŜŜΦέ  

Bree just nodded at him, concentrating on keeping a handle on her composure.  

The Doctor inhaled for courage, then took a ŎƘŀƴŎŜΣ ά.ǊŜŜΧ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΚέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǇƛŎΦ  

άL ƘŀǘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ {ƻ L ōǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎΦέ  

ά²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƴƻǿΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΦ  

ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΣ ōǳǘΧ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣέ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ 

her with sad brown eyes, the ones that showed you that he had seen so much death, that he had 

suffered so much.  

.ǊŜŜ ōƛǘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǇΣ άLΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

could say to someone that had such universal sadness.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƘǊǳƎƎŜŘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅΣ άLǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΣ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ōȅ ƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘΧέ  

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΚέ  

άbƻΧ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦέ  

ά{ƻΧ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴŜέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƭǳǊŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŜƭ ƛǊƻƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǘǘŜǊ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣ ά¸ŜŀƘΣ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  

.ǊŜŜ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΧ LΧέ ǎƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ-hearted reluctance was quickly being done away with by 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Ƴŀƴ ǎƘŜΩŘ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΦ {ƘŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ Ƙƛǎ 

ŜȅŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘΣ άhƘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭl, 

LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΗέ  

IŜ ōŜŀƳŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ ά.ǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΗέ IŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴΦ ά{ƻΣέ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻŦŦΣ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ 

ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƎǊƛŜŦΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎΣ άƘƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘ 

ǘƻǳǊΚέ 
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Chapter  7 

ά¢ƻǳǊΚ !ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǎǳǊŜΣέ .ǊŜŜ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ 

really liked this Doctor guy. He was beyond strange, but brilliant and lonely, for most of the time she 

felt, even having only just met him.  

άwƛƎƘǘΣέ ƘŜ ƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǊƻƻƳΣ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƭǳŜ ōƻȄ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴŎǊŜŘǳƭƻǳǎƭȅΦ  

άhƘ ȅŜǎΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ  

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜΗέ ǎƘŜ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŎƘŀƛǊǎΣ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻddly lit fireplace. She 

ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿƛǎƘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ  

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΗέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻƻΚΗέ  

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŜƭŦ-ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǘƛŜƴǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΚέ  

ά! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L ƪƴƻǿΣέ .ǊŜŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘƻƴŜΦ  

ά²ŜƭƭΧ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ L ƎǳŜǎǎΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜΦ IŜ ǇŀǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŘƻƻǊǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ 

grinning fit to burst, threw open the doors.  

ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΗέ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘ ŜŎƘƻŜŘΦ ! ƭƻǘΦ  

Bree nearly died of shock upon seeing the great hall of books, everywhere, lining ten-foot shelves. It was 

the biggest collection outside of a public library that Bree had ever seen.  

ά¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΣέ ǎƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎŀǎǇŜŘΦ  

άhƘΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ƴƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŦŀǊ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘΧέ .ǊŜŜΩǎ 

ŀǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƭƻǿŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŘƻǿƴΣ ά.ǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōƛƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚέ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ǾŜǊȅ ōƛƎΦ wƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƭƭƻƴǎ ȅΗέ  

bŜȄǘ ƘŜ ƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘŀƛǊǿŜƭƭΣ άDƻƛƴƎ ǳǇΣέ ƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊƎŀƴǘuan spiral staircase. 

άIŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΣέ ƘŜ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

mirrors and racks of clothes.  

.ǊŜŜ ƎŀȊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǿƻƴŘŜǊΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΧ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀǊǎ ƻǾŜǊǎǘƻŎƪ ǊŀŎƪΧ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ .Φ/Φ9ΦΣέ 

she finished as she spotted a toga.  
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¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΣ ά±ŜǊȅ ƴŜŀǊƭȅΧ ƛŦ {ŜŀǊǎ ƘŀŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 

ǊƻǳƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŜǾŜƴ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŀōƭŜΦέ  

Bree gave him an odd look, peering over an Elizabethan ball gown. The Doctor cracked up then and Bree 

followed suit, not quite sure what they were laughing about, but glad that the Doctor had a sense of 

humor, or she might never make any sense out of him.  

They shuffled along to the opposite sǘŀƛǊŎŀǎŜΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƻƻƭΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣέ ƘŜ 

offered.  

άDŀǊŘŜƴΚ Iƻǿ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƛƴŘƻƻǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΚέ  

ά¢ƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƻŦŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƪƛƴ ǘƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎǘŀǊƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊǘ 

for thŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΦέ  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘΣ ά¦ƳΧ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǎǳǊŜΣ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘΚέ  

The Doctor snorted softly, not quite sure what she meant.  

άbƻǿΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ L ōƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊƻƻƳǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 

hardly a moment for sleep, but wƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

ƛǘΧ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΦέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻΣ ά! ŎƭƻǎŜǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŘŜŀŘ-ǇŀƴƴŜŘΣ ά!ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŀƴŘ 

LΩƳ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ Ŏƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΦέ  

άhȅΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ȅŜƭǇŜŘΣ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘΣ άL ǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΗέ  

.ǊŜŜ ƎǊƛƳŀŎŜŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ƴȅ ƛƴǎƻƳƴƛŀΣέ ǎƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ ƛǘΦ άLΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘΣ άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƭŜǇǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƳΦέ  

άhōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘΣ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ōƻǘƘ ǿŀƭƭǎΦ  

The Doctor gave her a very strange look at this comment.  

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛƴŘƛƎƴŀƴǘƭȅΦ  

He rolled his eyes and strolled away from her door.  

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƘǊƛƭƭȅΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ƻǳǘΦ  

άaǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎΧέ ƘŜ ƳǳǊƳǳǊŜŘΦ  

ά²I!¢Κέ ǎƘŜ ǎƘǊƛŜƪŜŘΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊΧ ƻƘ ƴƻΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎŜƭƛōŀǘŜΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 

ȅƻǳΚέ  
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¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿƘŜŜƭŜŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊΣ άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΗ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛŦ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘ 5b! Ǝƻǘ 

mixed up with human DNA? A disaster beyond imaginatiƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻŎŎǳǊΗέ  

¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ wƻƻƳΦ .ǊŜŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ά¸ŜŀƘΣ 

ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭΧέ  

άbƻΣ ƴƻ Ψōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭΩΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘΚέ  

.ǊŜŜ ƴƻŘŘŜŘΣ άDƻǘ ƛǘΣέ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 

obviously not the person he should be talking to about it.  

ά{ƻΧέ .ǊŜŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ άǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇΚέ  

ά.ŜƭƻǿΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ƭŜŀǇƛƴƎ ŀt the new topic.  

ά.ŜƭƻǿΚ Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇ ōŜƭƻǿΚ ²ƘŀǘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΚέ  

άL ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳΣ L ǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǊƻƻƳΦέ  

ά²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎΧ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ǘƘŜƴΚέ  

ά¸ŜǎΣέ ƘŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ  

άhƘΧ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΣ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎΣέ .ǊŜŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊed, gazing at the peculiar walls.  

άLǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘΦ  

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǇǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴΣέ ƘŜ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŜŘΦ  

άDǊƻǿƴΚΗέ .ǊŜŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǇŀƴƛŎΣ άǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜΚΗέ  

ά{ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘΣ insultedΣ άŀƴŘ ȅŜǎΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜΧ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ 

undertone.  

ά{ƘŜΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŘǳƭƻǳǎƭȅΣ άIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŜΚέ  

ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƎ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ǿǊyly at her and Bree realized he was 

pulling her leg.  

Bree shook her head, completely thrown off by his roller-ŎƻŀǎǘŜǊ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ 

ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ǎŜƴǎŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀƭƻǳŘΦ  

άL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘΦ 
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Chapter  8 

Bree just ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ ά²ŜƭƭΧ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭΣ ōǳǘ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΚέ  

άhƘΣ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƴΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ǿŜŀǊƛƭȅΣ άǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻΚέ  

{ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ƘŜǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ άƻƘΣ ŀƴŘ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜΚέ  

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ȅŜǎΦέ  

άhƪŀȅΣ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ-twenty, April 21Σ нллуΦέ  

άaƳƳΧ нллуΣ ƎƻƻŘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎΣ ƴŜǿ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŜction for the 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ōƻƻƪǎΦέ  

 

ά¸ŜŀƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΧ hōŀƳŀ ǿƻƴΗ ²ƻƻǘΗέ .ǊŜŜ ǇǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

several months had passed since the inauguration. 

The Doctor rolled his eyes and then hit the final button.  

ά²!IΗέ .ǊŜŜ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ǎŜŀǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ƳƻŘǳƭŜΦ {ƘŜ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭƭȅ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ 

herself off of it, eyes watering.  

ά/ŀǊŜŦǳƭΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǊƴŜŘΣ ǇǊȅƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎΦ  

άhƘΣ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΤ ŘƛŘ Ƴȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ōƻƴŜǎ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀŘƎŜǘǎΚ bŜǾŜǊ ƳƛƴŘ ƛŦ LΩƳ ƘǳǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ 

¢!w5L{ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǇǳǎƘŜŘΦέ  

ά!Ŏǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳǘǘƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΦέ  

ά.ǊŜŜ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǎŀǘ ōŀŎƪ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǊǳōōŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǊƛōǎΣ ά! ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƛŎŜΣέ ǎƘŜ 

ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΣ άŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƭƛŜǎΚέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŀ ǿƛǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƭƻƻƪΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǎŀƛŘ 

ΨaŀǊǘƘŀΩΣ άǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƛƴŎŀƭŎǳƭŀōƭŜ ǎǇŜŜŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǾƻǊǘŜȄ ƛƴ ŀ ōƭǳŜ ōƻȄ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǊƛŘŜΚ bŜǾŜǊ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǾŀƴΣ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΚέ  

.ǊŜŜ ǎƘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΣ άbƻǇŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƻΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭƻƎȅΩǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜΣ ŀ ¢!w5L{ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǊƛven by six people, not 

ƻƴŜΗέ  

άhƘΧ ǘƘŜƴ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ LΩƭƭ ƘŜƭǇΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘΦ  
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ά.ǊŜŜΧέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ άƛǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{Χ LΧέ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

she looked hopefully back at him.  

IŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ά!ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŦƛƴŜΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΗέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƭŜŀǇǘ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

¢!w5L{ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǿ ŀ ƭŜǾŜǊΦ .ǊŜŜ ƴƻŘŘŜŘΣ άDƻǘ ƛǘΦέ 

ά!ƴŘΧ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ōŜŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ŎǊŀǎƘŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ǎƻƭƛŘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ .ǊŜŜ ƘŀŘ ōǊŀŎŜŘ 

herself this time and was only jarred a little by the abrupt and clumsy halt.  

.ǊŜŜ ƎǊǳƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜǘΣ άDƻ ƻƴ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ƎƭŜŜŦǳƭƭȅΦ  

.ǊŜŜ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ άLǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ǊƻƻƳΗέ ǎƘŜ ƎŀǎǇŜŘΣ άƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ Ƴȅ 

rooƳΚΗέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǎǇŀǊƪƭŜŘ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭƭȅΣ ά²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜςandςspace portal I found the 

ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΧ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘΦ  

ά[ƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ .ǊŜŜΣ LΩƭƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΦ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ 

ŀƴȅ ƘŀǊƳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ hƘΗ {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘŀǊƳΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƳŜςέ  

ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ŎǊŜǎǘŦŀƭƭŜƴΦ  

άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ .ǊŜŜΣ ōǳǘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦŀǊΦ IŜǊŜΣ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜΦέ  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜΣέ .ǊŜŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘΦ  

ά²ƘŀǘΚΗ ! ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜΚ !ǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ƻŘŘƛǘȅΦέ  

ά!ƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƻƴŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΣέ .ǊŜŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ ǎƳƛǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǎƘƻŎƪΦ  

He blinked at her for a moment, thŜƴ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ά!ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜΦέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΚΗέ ƴƻǿ .ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΦ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜΤ ƛŦ ǿŜ ōǳȅ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ L Ŏŀƴ ŦƛȄ ƛǘ ǳǇ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƳŜ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ 

ǿƘŜǊŜΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴΣ L ŀƳΦέ  

ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΚέ  

άhƘ ȅŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƭƭǳƭŀǊ signal reverberates through the time vortex, reaching my phone, since mine is the 

ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŀ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǊǘŜȄΦ Lǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀ ōƛǘ ŎǊŀŎƪƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦέ  

ά{ŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΚέ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ .ǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ  



23 

 

ά.ǊŜŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ǎŀȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ /ŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΚέ  

Bree snorted and shook her head with a smile.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ŜȄŀǎǇŜǊŀǘŜŘƭȅΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{Σ άbƻǿ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴΗέ ƘŜ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

kicked the TARDIS into gear.  

.ǊŜŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭƛƴƎΣ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ L 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ǿƻǊƪǎΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘΣ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ōȅ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 

spine.  

άL ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΧ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ƧƻƛƴǘŜŘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

going to break something sooƴΦέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ōȅ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ 

ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊΧ ŀƘΗέ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ȅŜƭǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǳƳō ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ 

been hit by a spark coming off the TARDIS.  

ά¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƳƛǊƪ ƻŦ ƎƭŜŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎƭŀǊŜŘ ƳƻƻŘƛƭȅ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

continued sucking his thumb.  
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Chapter 9  

άIŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ-day bazaar! Of course, this would be a future-Řŀȅ ōŀȊŀŀǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣέ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ 

as they stepped out of the grounded TARDIS.  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ǎǳƴƭƛƎƘǘΣ ά¦ƘΧ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜΚέ  

άbŜǿ 9ŀǊǘƘΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƭŘ 9ŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ омǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ wƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ bŜǿ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴǘƘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ  

άhƘΧ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǎǉǳŜŀƪŜŘΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǎƛƴƎ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ  

ά.Ŝǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜΗέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƎǊŀōōŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ 

Bree assumed was, the New Brooklyn Bridge.  

Having crossed the bridge successfully, the Doctor led her down many side-streets to arrive at a kind of 

metropolitan bazaar with shop owners hawking everything from vinyl records to levitation devices. As 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ .ǊŜŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΣ ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊŜ LΩƳ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƪŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΚέ  

ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ƧŀƳƳƛŜǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΦ !ƘΣ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜǎΗέ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƘŀŘ ǎǇƛŜŘ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-dressed 

salesman with an array of phones, holograms, and those odd little flashlights like the one the Doctor 

had.  

ά{ƻƴƛŎ {ŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΣ άƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƭŀǎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΚέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΣ ǘƘƛǎΚέ ƘŜ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΗ ¸ƻǳ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǊŎƘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƻǊŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƴƻƛǎŜΚέ  

άIƻǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L ƪƴƻǿΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƘǊǳƎƎŜŘΣ ōǊƻǿǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ {ǇǊƛƴǘΣ IƻǊƛȊƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ /ƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǇƘƻƴŜǎΦ  

ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ƳƛǎǎΚέ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŀƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ  

ά¦ƳΣ ȅŜǎ L ςέ  

άIŜƭƭƻΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘΣ άǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ  

ά!ƘΣ ȅŜǎΣ L ǎŜŜΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŀƴ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƘŀǎǘƛƭȅΣ άǿŜƭƭΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ  

ά²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ ōȅŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŎƘŜŜǊƛƭȅ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀƴƎǊƛƭȅΦ  

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƘƛƳΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǿ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ his false cheeriness gone.  

ά!ƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘΦ  
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ά[ƻƻƪΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜǎΣ άǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘ!ƴƎŜƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΦέ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴΚέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ .ǊŜŜΣ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎΦ  

άLǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƻǊΧέ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƭŜŘ ƻŦŦΦ  

άhǊ ǿƘŀǘΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ƴƻǿΦ  

άIƳƳΚ hƘΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳƛƴŘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǇƘƻƴŜǎΦ .ǊŜŜ ǘƘǊŜǿ ƘƛƳ ŀƴ 

annoyed look before continuing browsing herself.  

άIŜǊŜΣ Ƙƻǿ Ψōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ  

.ǊŜŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƘǊǳƎΣ ά{ǳǊŜΣ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦƛƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ  

άDƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ !ǊŎƘ!ƴƎŜƭΣέ ƘŜ ǊŀƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŀƴ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ sale.  

ά{ƛǊΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀǎ .ǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΣ άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ L ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƻƴƛŎ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 

ȅƻǳΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜΚέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŦƭŀǊŜŘΣ άbƻΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ŎƻƭŘƭȅΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ .ǊŜŜ 

away.  

άbƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΚ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƎŜΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŀƴ ǘǊƛŜŘ ƘŀƭŦ-heartedly, recognizing a 

lost cause.  

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ άwŜŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΚέ  

ά¸ŜǎΣ ȅŜǎΣ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅΗέ ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻŎƪΣ άŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ Ŧree with every screwdriver 

ȅƻǳ ōǳȅΧέ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎǘƛƭȅ ǊŜǿƻǊŘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǎǘƻƴȅ ŦŀŎŜΣ άōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ƛǎ 

ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŀƴ ƎǊƛƳŀŎŜŘΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

paycheck, but the Doctor grinned and handed over his implement of distraction.  

¢ƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŀƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ƛǘΣ ά!Ƙ ȅŜǎΧ ŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƳƻŘŜƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣέ ƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴΣ άǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ŎƭƛŎƪǎΦέ  

.ǊŜŜ ǘǳƎƎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǾŜΣ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƭƛŎƪΚέ  

άLǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΦ bŜǿ 9ŀǊǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƭŘ 9ŀǊǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘǎ Ǌƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƛǎ 

ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŦŀǎǘŜǊΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴƭȅ но ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƛǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦέ  

ά!ƴŘ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘǿƻ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƳƻŘƛŦȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŘǳƭƻǳǎƭȅΦ  

ά¸ŜǇΧ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΦέ  

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǎǇǳƴΣ ά¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǎǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ  
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ά!ƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻr beamed as the salesman produced his sonic screwdriver, slightly under 

ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǿear.  

άbƻǿΣ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{Ηέ ƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǿŘΦ 
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Chapter  10 

Bree almost slept through the ride back, the landing bounced her awake. ά9ǊƎΧέ ǎƘŜ ƳƻŀƴŜŘΣ άǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΧέ 

The Doctor rolled his eyes at her. 

ά²ŜƭƭΧ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǎƻƻƴΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƭȅ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘΣ άWǳǎǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜΧέ ƘŜ 

ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦŀƴŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƛŎ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ 

you are, universal roaming, you can reach ƳŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴȅǿƘŜƴΦέ 

άaƳƳΧέ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƴƻŘŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦΣ άhƴŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊΚέ 

άhƘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΣέ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǇǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

number in himself.  

άbƻǿΣ Ǝƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΧ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘΣέ ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ŘƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ 

άLΩƭƭ ōŜΧ ŦƛƴŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ȅŀǿƴΦ 

άΧƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŘ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{Φ 

Bree heard nothing, having collapsed on her bed and immediately gone to sleep. 

~ 

bŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ 59CLbL¢9[¸ ŦŜƭǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴΦ Not only was she sleep-

ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƎǊƻƎƎȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ όǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘύΣ ōǳǘ 

she was sore all over from running so much and hiding in vents. 

Bree groaned as she changed for her swimming class. ά¦ƎƘΧ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎƻǊŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ 

swimming buddy. 

ά²ƘȅΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘƭȅΦ She arrived early to class and thus had changed several minutes 

prior. 

άLΧ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΣ ƎǊŀōōƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘƻǿŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƎƎƭŜǎΣ άL Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻǇŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƻǿƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ 

They walked out to the pool and read the instructions.  

άнрȄп ƪƛŎƪΣ рлȄп Ŝŀǎȅ ǎǿƛƳΧέ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ǘƛǊŜŘ ŜȅŜǎ ƎƭŀȊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳ-ǳǇΣ ά!ƴŘΧ ŜǊƎΗ Swimming test 

today? OƘ ƎƻŘΣ ƴƻΧ LΩƭƭ ŘƛŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǿƘƛƳǇŜǊŜŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΣ ƘŜǊ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǳƴƪŜƴ ǇƻǎǘǳǊŜ ǎƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 

caveman. 
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ά¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΣέ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƻŦŦ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƭȅΦ It was the same pessimism everyday, and 

next to the members of swim team who took this class to stay shape, or the fish as they were enviously 

dubbed, she was one of the best swimmers of the class. 

Bree just moaned in response and dropped like a lead weight into the shallow end of the pool, then 

ǎǇƭǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇΣ ά/h[5Ηέ ǎƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ōǳȊȊing with it. 

After that unhappy encounter, the rest of the period ran on pretty smoothly. The swimming tests were 

always done in two segments because of how big the class was. Group 1 would go first and swim as 

many laps as they could in thirty minutes while group 2 waited and counted for their counterparts. 

Lucky for Bree, her friend always wanted to be in group 1. 

So, Bree quietly sat at the edge of the pool, splashing the water with her feet. It was really a very boring 

thirty minutes, even with the radiƻΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƴŘŜǊΦ 

As her mind wandered, her eyes followed suite. And it was in these wanderings that Bree noticed 

something very disturbing in the impossibly high rafters above the pool.  

.ǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōe sure, but just for one heart-ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ǊƻōƻǘΦ A 

ǊƻōƻǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ .ǊŜŜΩǎ Ǝǳǘ ǊƻƛƭŜŘ ŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ 

ά.ǊŜŜΗέ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΦ 

άIǳƘΚΩ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ the ceiling. 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǳǊƴΣέ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƘŜǊΦ 

άhƘΧ ǊƛƎƘǘΣέ .ǊŜŜ ƘƻǇǇŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴΣ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƎƻƎƎƭŜǎΦ The coach gave them a countdown and then 

bang, Bree was off like a shot. She always felt tremendously proud that she knew how to do a proper 

start-off. Well, for backstroke anyway, she never quite got the hang of using the starting blocks. 

Bree dolphin kicked through the water until she had to come up for air and then churned her arms like a 

windmill. While focusing on not over exerting her muscles, Bree kept an eye on the ceiling.  

She reached the opposite end of the pool and flipped back. {ƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƻ ǎƘŜ 

scrutinized the roof even more closely this time, and there! There it was, something glinting in the vent, 

like a sharp implementΧ .ǊŜŜ ōŀƴƎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘΦ άhǿΗέ ǎƘŜ ƎǊƻŀƴŜŘΣ 

tenderly patting her head.  

She kept her eyes fixed on that spot though as she took off back the other way. And now she could see 

the mask! .ǊŜŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎƘǳŘŘŜred to a stop. She had to tell the Doctor, right away, this was very, very 

ōŀŘ ƴŜǿǎΧ  

Bree thought fast as she doubled back again. She had her phone with her, she just needed an excuse to 

jump out of the pool and get it. She reached the other end and ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘΣ ά/ƻŀŎƘ aŎ/ŀƭƭƛǎǘŜǊΗέ 
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ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά/ƻŀŎƘΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳΦέ 

ά{ƘƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣέ ƘŜ ǎƘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿΣ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜŘΦ 

άhƪŀȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ άƎƻ ŦŀǎǘΦέ 

Bree leapt out and would have run for the door, but that would have resulted in a broken spine, so she 

ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ǌŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƭƻŎƪŜǊ ƻƴŎŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ƭƻŎƪŜǊ ǊƻƻƳΦ 

.ǊŜŜ ǘƻǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪΣ ǊǳƳƳŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΣ άtƘƻƴŜΗέ ǎƘŜ ƎŀǎǇŜŘΣ hastily opening it. 

ά²ŀƛǘΧ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǇŀƴƛŎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ She checked the phone book, hoping he 

might have put it there when he modified it. She thanked her lucky stars that he had and punched the 

number. ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀs the phone rang. 

άIŜƭƭƻΚέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳƛƭŘƭȅΣ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇǊŜƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘΦ 

ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΗ LǘΩǎ .ǊŜŜΗέ ǎƘŜ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ 

ά.ǊŜŜΣ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ 

άLΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ōŀŘ ƴŜǿǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘΦ 

άIƻǿ ōŀŘΚέ 

ά.!5 ōŀŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΣ ƴƻǿΗέ 

άwƛƎƘǘΧ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ 

ά!ǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭΚέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŘǳƭƻǳǎƭȅΦ 

άbƻΣ LΧ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΗέ 

άhƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǎƴŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǎƘǳǘΦ 

ά.ǳǘΧ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΗέ ǎƘŜ ǎƘǳǘ ƘŜǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻƻΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΗέ ǎƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ 

ǿŜŀǊƛƭȅΣ ƎǳŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƘŜΩŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛŦ ƘŜǊ Ǝƻǘ ƭƻǎǘΧ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ 

ƘƻǇŜŘ ƘŜΩŘ Ŧind her within the next month. 
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Chapter  11 

Bree waited patiently in the empty pool room for the Doctor. At length, she saw the TARDIS appear in 

ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭǿŀȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƻƭ ǊƻƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǊǳǎƘŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ά.ǊŜŜΗέ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ 

running down the stairs to her.  

ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΗέ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƘƛƳΦ  

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΗέ ƘŜ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎƭƻǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ Ƙŀƭǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ 

of her, the pool had a very bad drainage system and the floor was very wet.  

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΗέ ǎƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘƛƭƭΦ  

άaƛƴŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ .ǊŜŜ ςέ  

άIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΚέ  

άL ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴΣ ƛƎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴΦ  

ά²Χ ǿƘŀǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ǎƘŜƭƭ-shocked.  

άL ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǎƭƻǿŜǊΦ άIŜ ŘǊŜǿ ŀ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ 

9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊΦέ  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΣ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊΚέ  

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘΣ ŀǎ you 

Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ L ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘΣέ .ǊŜŜ ƎŀǎǇŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿΣ ǎƻƭƛŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

ŀƭƛŜƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŘƻǳōǘŜŘΣ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊƻƻŦΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻr had 

a name for her, she knew she was different, which was a little scary.  

ά{ŜŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƛŘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣέ he added 

ŜƳǇƘŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ .ǊŜŜΣ ά.ǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪŀȅΚέ  

{ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǎƘŜƴΣ ά.ǳǘΧ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΚ IƻǿΧ Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΚέ {ƘŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ƘȅǇŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘƛƴƎ 

as she attempted to figure out how it was physically possible to have a brain big enough to be aware of 

all that.  

ά.ǊŜŜΣ .ǊŜŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ŎŀƭƳ ŘƻǿƴΗ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊΩǎ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴΩǎΗ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ 

wired differently too, ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΗ 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ 
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ŦƛƴŜΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǇŀƴƛŎΗέ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΣ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƪŜŜǇ ƘŜǊ 

grounded and focused on him.  

It worked, she had calmed down a little, and little did either of them know this, but proximity affected 

Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΦ 

So, by the Doctor touching Bree and wanting to calm her down, he had actually helped her calm down a 

little.  

ά{ƻΧέ ǎƘŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ŘŜŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΣ άLΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎΧ ƘƻƭŘ 

ƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎƻ ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ LΚέ  

άhƘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ȅŜǎΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ L Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ a little bit about Empathizer history, but an actual Empathizer would be 

ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅΧέ ƘŜ ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜǿ ŀ ōǊŜŀǘƘ 

for a professor-ŜǎǉǳŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ά9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōƻǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ everything, do not 

actually experience this until they themselves have experienced the full spectrum of emotions. This 

ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘŜȄǘ ōƻƻƪΦέ  

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L Ǝƻǘ ƛǘΦέ  

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜȄǘ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǎƪŜǇǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ  

άIŀŘΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘΣ άŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƴƻƴ-¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ  

ά{ŎƘƻƻƭΚ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘǎ ƘŀŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΚέ  

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōƻǊƴ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΚέ ƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ  

ά²ŜƭƭΧέ .ǊŜŜ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ά!ƴŘ ȅŜǎΣ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ L ƪƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦΦ {ŜŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ 

L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ .ǊŜŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣ LΩƳ 

ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘΧ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƳŜ ²ŀǊΦέ  

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ōǳƎƎŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƳŜ ²ŀǊΚέ  

άhƴƭȅ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜΚ IŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎΧέ the Doctor shuddered.  

ά.ǳǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭŜƪǎ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀǎŜΦ !ƴŘ 

we tried to help you, we did, but you have to understand that a relatively small fleet was dispatched to 

your planet, only a few ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘΦέ  

ά! ŦŜǿ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘŀǊƳƭŜǎǎ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƘǊƛŜƪŜŘΦ  
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¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ά²ƘŜǊŜŀǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ DŀƭƭƛŦǊŜȅΣ Ƴȅ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘǊƻƻǇǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǘǊƛŜŘΣ L ǘǊƛŜŘΣέ ƘŜ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘΣ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ƎǳƛƭǘΣ giving her a pained look  

.ǊŜŜ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƳǇ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ά.ǳǘΧ ǿƘȅΚ 

²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭŜƪǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΚέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŜȄƘŀƭŜŘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜs of non-Daleks 

ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊǘƘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΦέ  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘƭȅΣ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ άIƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻ ƎǳƛƭǘƭŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ 

ǇƭŀƴŜǘΚ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǇƻƛƴǘƭŜǎǎ ŎǊǳǎŀŘŜǎΣ ōǳǘΧ ŜǾen then, 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƛƭǘ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛǘΦέ  

ά5ŀƭŜƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΤ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŦŜŀǊ 

nor anger, sadness nor joy. Their one drive is to be the supreme beings of the universe. Their purpose is 

ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦέ  

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜΗ Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅΚ [ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ 

ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭΧΗέ  

άL ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ modified. Their creator messed with their DNA long enough to find a 

combination that would allow a creature to destroy everything without also being self-ƭƻŀǘƘƛƴƎΦέ  

.ǊŜŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘΧ ǎƻΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ Ƴȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƴƻǿΗέ  

ά¸ŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ŜŀǊǎΣ ƎƭŀŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ 
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Chapter  12 

.ǊŜŜ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƛƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŜŀƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ά¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΣέ ǎƘŜ 

whispered.  

ά¢ƘŜ ǊƻōƻǘǎΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŘƻǳōƭŜ-checked.  

Bree nodded.  

ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜΚΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎƘŀǎǘƛǎŜŘΣ ƭŜŀǇƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ  

ά¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǊŜǘƻǊǘŜŘ ǎƻǳǊƭȅ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƴŀǇǇŜŘΦ  

ά¦Ǉ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǘǎΣ L ǿŀǎ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪǎǘǊƻƪŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ L ǎaw, but 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǾŜƴǘ ǘǳōŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƛƭƛƴƎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ŦŜŜǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎǊƻŀƴŜŘΣ ά±ŜƴǘǎΧ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΚέ  

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǎŀǿ ƻƴŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴΣέ ǎƘŜ Ǌŀƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ ǘhe Doctor just behind, and out into the 

hall. Sure enough, around the corner was a vent at the normal ceiling height.  

ά.ǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΣέ ƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƛŎ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊŜǿǎ ŦŜƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

grate along with it. Bree, remembering how difficult climbing into a vent had been the last time, pulled a 

ōŜƴŎƘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǘΦ Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǘŜ ƘŀŘ ŦŀƭƭŜƴΣ ǎƘŜ ǇŀƴǘŜŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ Ǝƻ ƻƴΦέ  

The Doctor stepped onto the bench and disappeared through the whole in the ceiling. Bree bit her lip 

and hoped that no one saw this before following him through.  

ά{ƘƘΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƘǳǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

direction of the pool. AS they got closer, Bree began to hear the mechanical whirring.  

ά!ƘŀΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǎƻƻƴΣ .ǊŜŜ ǇŜŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ ! Ǌƻōƻǘ ǎŀǘ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǊŀȊƻǊ-like 

appendage outstretched.  

άbƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊΚέ  

ά{ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΣέ ƛǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΣ άǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦέ  

ά!ƴŘΧ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƛŦ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΩ ƘŜǊΚέ  

άbƻΣέ ƛǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅΦ  

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ  

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǉǳƛȊȊƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ  
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άbƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǳƴƘŜƭǇŦǳƭƭȅΦ  

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣέ the robot stated and lunged toward the Doctor.  

ά!!!IΗέ .ǊŜŜ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǘǳōŜΦ {ƘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿƛƴŎŜŘΣ 

but luckily it disoriented the robot for a moment, giving the Doctor time to do something.  

ά¸ƻǳ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ .ǊŜŜΚέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƳŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƛŎ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊΦ  

ά¸ŜǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǊŜ ȅƻǳ ς !IΗέ ǎƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 

the robot.  

The Doctor, finding that there was no quick escape, took umbrage and made his own instead. 

Unfortunately, if the robot fell into the pool, it would short-out and electrocute them both, which is why 

he needed Bree to trust him. And as they fell, the Doctor pushed the robot to one side, causing it to fall 

harmlessly onto the concrete, and there upon, fracture into hundreds of pieces. 

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ōƻōōŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΗέ ǎƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜŎƘŜŘΦ 

άIŜǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ŦŜŜǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎΧέ ǎƘŜ ƎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴƎǊƛƭȅΣ άb9±9w Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΗέ ǎƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭly shouted, her heart still rioting 

in her chest. 

IŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴŜŀǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΗέ 

Bree just continued to glare at him. 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚΗέ 

Bree jumped in the water and found that she and the Doctor had been caught by Coach McCallister. 

ά/ƻŀŎƘΣ LΧέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭΚ ²ƘƻΩǎ ƘŜΚέ 

The Doctor climbed out of the pool, sopping wet and squelching, but unflappable as ever. 

ά5ƻŎǘƻǊ {ƳƛǘƘΣέ ƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ άǎƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ being in your pool, but we had a little accident with 

our hydro-ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǊƻōƻǘΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŜŎƪŜŘ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƴΦ  

Bree had a look of inflamed consternation staring at the Doctor, then swallowed the incomprehensibility 

of his lie.  

¢ƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻōƻǘΣ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
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άCǊƻƴǘ ŘƻƻǊΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǎ ŀǎ .ǊŜŜ ŎƭƛƳōŜŘ ƻǳǘ 

of the pool herself. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴΧ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΚέ 

The Doctor blinked at Bree, out of ideas. .ǊŜŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘΗέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚ bƻ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦέ 

ά5ƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘΣ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǿŦǳƭƭȅ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΧ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ if you checked 

ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƪΧέ 

Bree shot a panicked look at the Doctor. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘΣ άaŀȅōŜΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ Ǝƻ ŎƘŜŎƪΧ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴΦέ 

Bree groaned inwardly, her stomach turning to lead. She sidled up close to the Doctor to whisper 

ǾƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊΣ άDǊŜŀǘΣ now what?! ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΗέ 

άL ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ǎǳǊŜΧ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ Ƙŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǳǊŀōƭȅ ƳŜǎǎȅΦέ 

ά{ƻΚΗ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǎƪΗέ 

The Doctor, while carefully watching the coach rummage through his papers, reached slowly into his 

ǇƻŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀƭƭŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƭŀƴƪ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊΣέ 

he whispered eagerly.  

¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘΩǎ ŘŜǎƪΦ He stopped by the edge of it, still carefully watching 

the coach, and sneakily slid the open wallet face up into a pile of papers. 

ά/ƻŀŎƘ aŎ/ŀƭƭƛǎǘŜǊΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊŜΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘΦ 

The coach grumbled, but walked over to rummage threw those papers.  

Bree watched on, completely perplexed about how a blank sheet of paper was going to help right now.  

άhƘΣ ǿŜƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΧ ŀƴŘ L ŜǾŜƴ ǎƛƎƴŜŘΦ L Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ 

ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ .ǊŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭŜǘ ǘƻ .ǊŜŜΦ  

Bree frowned as she toƻƪ ƛǘΣ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ 

filled out permission form signed by the coach.  

The Doctor slipped it from her hands quickly and Bree looked up at him questioningly, but the Doctor 

ignored her.  

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǎƛǊΣ ƻǳǊ ǘŜǎǘ Ǌǳƴ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƴƻǿΣ ǎƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƴƻǿΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ƎŜƴƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ 

bounced out of the room to collect the pieces of the robot.  
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ά{ǳǊŜΣ ƴƛŎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ {ƳƛǘƘΣέ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

stairsΣ ƘŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŎƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ Being a school teacher, he had long 

since kicked the habit of swearing. Even high school coaches were expected to set a good example, even 

though the kids were far from impressionable. 

The Doctor grimaced as he looked up from his collection of robot parts. Bree, however, decided to let 

him handle this one entirely and continued picking up parts herself.  

άLǘΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŀǊǘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛǎŜŘΦ 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊŜΚέ 

ά²ŜƭƭΧ .ǊŜŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L ǿƻǳƭŘΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƘǳǊǊƛŜŘƭȅΣ 

returning to collecting the parts of the robot.  

Bree shot him a death glare and shoved her pieces into his hands before turning back to the coach.  

άLǘΩǎ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ because the art department is getting ready for a school-wide show, so 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΦ The math wing is going to be modern art, so actually the TARDIS ςέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǿƘŀǘΚέ 

Now the Doctor shot a death glare at Bree. 

άL ƳŜŀƴΣ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ōƻȄΧ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ŀ ǘŀǊŘƛǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ǿƘȅΧ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΣ 

ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦέ 

άhƘΧέ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ ǎƘǊǳƎƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘΦ 

ά.ǊŜŜΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƭƛŜΦ The idea is you lie to protect someone 

and lying would be not ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ōƭǳŜ ōƻȄ ƛǎ ŀ ¢!w5L{Σέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŀ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

look, carrying all the parts of the robot in his arms. 

.ǊŜŜ ƎƭŀǊŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŀƛŘ ōȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ 

ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ άCƛƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ General knowledge of a TARDIS this early in human 

history would throw ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƘŀƻǎΦέ 

ά!ƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŘǊȅƭȅΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ƘŜ 

mounted the stairs. 

ά!ƭƭ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΦ You change something five thousand light years away and eventually 

it will end up affecting you too. ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇŜŘ ǳǇΚέ 

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊƭƛƴŜΣ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ ŎŀǇǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƭǘƛƴƎΚέ 
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¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƴƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{Σ άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƴƻǘΣ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǘǎ ŀǊŜΦ Not on 

purpose, mind, but right now, they ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ you than you do about them. ²ŜƭƭΧ 

ƳŀȅōŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ .ǊŜŜΦ 

άhƘΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ǎƭǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎŜŀǘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǇŀƴŜƭΣ άǎƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭƛǇ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ȅƻǳ 

showed me? First it was blank and then ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΧ ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎ ƪƛƴŘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƴƻƴŎƘŀƭŀƴǘƭȅΣ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ 

pieces of the robot, particularly the still intact head.  

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎ ǇŀǇŜǊΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ Řumbfounded. 

άhƘ ȅŜŀƘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά!ƘŀΗ IŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻΗέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ 

άaŜƳƻǊȅ ŎƘƛǇΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŎƘǳƴƪ ƻŦ ƳŜǘŀƭ ŀƭƻŦǘΣ άƴƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ 

ǿƘŀǘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƘƻƭŘΦέ 
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Chapter  13 

Carefully, the Doctor plugged the chip into the TARDIS control panel.  

άbƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿŀǊƛƭȅΣ ǿǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊΦ 

άbƻǿ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŎƘƛǇΣ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŜǊŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

holographic display that had popped up when he plugged the chip in. 

ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ƳƛƴŘ ōƻƎƎƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǊƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ŜƴŎǊȅǇǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘΧ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǊƻǿƴΣ άIƳƳΧέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ΨƘƳƳƳΩΧΚ !/IhhΗέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƴŜŜȊŜŘ ƭƻǳŘƭȅΣ ƘŜǊ ǿŜt clothes starting to dry. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘƛŘŘŜƴΧ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎΦ 

.ǊŜŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘ ƎƭŀǊŜΣ άbƻ ŘǳƘΣ {ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪΧ ŎƻǳƭŘ L Ǝƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ǎƴƛŦŦŜŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

shiver. 

άaƳƳΧ ōǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀ ǘƻǿŜƭΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ-hand, his focus returned to the memory chip. 

άCƛƴŜΧέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΦ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜΚέ ƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ 

through the meƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ά²Ƙƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊ ƘŜǊŜΚ !ƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ƘŜǊΚέ He 

ǇŜǊǳǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀΣ ά[ƻƎǎΧ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƻƎΧ пκмфκлуΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎΧέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŦŜƭǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

more uneasy.  

For whatever reason these robots were after Bree, he had a sickening dread that it had something to do 

with him. He might have even brought this upon her. 

άIŜȅΣέ .ǊŜŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻǿŜƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ άǿƘŀǘΩŘ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘΚέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǊǳōōŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƛǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜƭΣ άbƻǘ ƳǳŎƘΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ 

ǿƘȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΦ 

ά{ƻ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƳŜ ǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜƴΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǇƻǳǘŜŘΣ ά{ƘŀƳŜΦέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƭƛǇǎ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛǇ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ά²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘΣ 

better to lay low until ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘΧ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣέ ƘŜ 

explained as he revved up the TARDIS for flight. 

άIƻƭŘ ƻƴΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǎǘƻǇΧΚέ  
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Chapter  14 

άb9±9w EVER again! LΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ŀ million times, and this is exactly ǿƘȅΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ 

rushed out of the TARDIS, throwing his coat on. 

άL ŘƛŘ exactly what you told me! And what was I supposed to do? Wait for you to change and then 

leave? You said so yourself, we could have bŜŜƴ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΗέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ άWǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΗ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǎǘƻǊƳǎΣ LΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǇŀǘƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǾƻǊǘŜȄ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƻƪΗέ He was squatting near the edge of the TARDIS, staring 

helplesslȅ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ άA dent! Do you see that?! ! 59b¢Ηέ 

Bree threw up her hands, exasperated, and squinted ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ά5ŜƴǘΚ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀ 

ŘŜƴǘΦέ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜΧΚ LǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΗέ ƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǎƘƻŎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ 

.ǊŜŜ ƭŜŀƴŜŘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƛƴȅ ǎŎǊatch? L Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦέ 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ƎŀǇƛƴƎ ƘƻƭŜΗέ ƘŜ ƎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ 

her head at him. 

άhƘ ȅŜǎ L ŘƻΣ L ŘƛŘ bh¢ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎƴŀǊƭŜŘΣ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ up with her. 

.ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǇƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΣ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ Luckily, she was 

saved from the whole situation though when the door to her house was opened. 

ά.ǊŜŜΚέ 

άaƻƳΧ ƘƛΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ ƳƻƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ of her house. The Doctor calmed himself 

after that, but was still stewing on the inside. 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΚ ²ƘƻΩǎ ǘƘƛǎΚέ 

άhƘΣ ǳƳΧ aƻƳΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ {ƳƛǘƘΦέ 

άIŜƭƭƻΣ ƳǳƳΣέ ƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

άhƘΧ ƘŜƭƭƻ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ {ƳƛǘƘΣέ she shook his hand politely, but was still confused. 

ά¦ƳΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ {ƳƛǘƘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜǎŎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΧέ  

άIƻǿΚέ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŀǊΦ 
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ά¦ƘΧέ .ǊŜŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΦ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻŦŦ ōȅΧ Ƴȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΦ I sent him ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōǊƛǎƪƭȅΦ 

άhƘΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ .ǊŜŜΦ 

ά¦ƳΧ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎΧ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻΧέ .ǊŜŜ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΦ 

ά¦ƳΣ .ǊŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƳŜΧ ƛƴΧ ǳƘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ .ǊŜŜΦ 

ά.Ǌƛtain. ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΣέ .ǊŜŜ ƴƻŘŘŜŘΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΦΦΦ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎΧέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 

ά²ƘȅΚ Bree, you were chosen? CƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΚέ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǊƳǎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ 

.ǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ƭƻƻƪΣ ά¦ƳΧ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ŜǊǊΧ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ 

{ƳƛǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΧ ¦ƳΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴΧ ƛƴΣ ǳƳΧέ 

άLƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘΦ 

άLƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΚ wŜŀƭƭȅ .ǊŜŜΚέ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǘƘƛǎΦ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀƴ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ŀnd all that, I was chosen out of several hundred students who were 

eligible for ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ L ǿŀǎ ǇƛŎƪŜŘΦέ 

ά{ƻΧ ǿƘŀǘΩǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ {ƳƛǘƘΚέ 

ά²ŜƭƭΧ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘΣ ǳƳΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΧ ǳƳΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΦέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǘŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƭǳŎƪƛƭȅΣ ƘŜǊ ƳƻƳ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭΣ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΗ ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀŘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΚέ 

ά9ǊƳΧ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿƛƴΦέ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ άL ƳƛƎht just reject your essay and 

ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΣέ ƘŜ ǉǳƛǊƪŜŘ ŀ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǊƪ ƭƻƻƪΦ 

IŜǊ ƳƻƳ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴΦ Iƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΧέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ 

Doctor and Bree were absconded into the house to work out a very sophisticated lie that would both 

sound plausible and cover up for the incredible non-truth of it. 

However, careful as they were to leave the school as rapidly as possible, which a TARDIS is pretty 

ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŀǇƛŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ. The robots found them, or at least, the TARDIS 

anyway, and tried to steal it. 
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ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘƭȅΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴ ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎ ōǳȊȊƛƴƎ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

outside, and not the kind made by bees. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣέ .ǊŜŜ ƭŜŀƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΣ άhƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻŘΧέ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ 

drained of color. She only caught a glimpse, but it was enough. 

Without another word, the Doctor charged out the front door, Bree right behind him. Her mother was 

left standing shocked and bemused in the kitchen. 

Little did the Doctor or Bree know, though, the stealing of the TARDIS was a trap. As soon as they burst 

out into the open, Bree was knocked unconscious by a robot in hiding and the last thing she saw was the 

Doctor struggling with more robots. 
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Chapter  15 

Bree woke up and found herself strapped to a table, not unlike the one you would see in a version of 

Frankenstein or other horror flicks where a mad scientist was about to perform torture on an obviously 

unwilling patient.  

άIŜƭƭƻ .ǊŜŜΣέ ǎaid a mild, British voice pleasantly, but it was not the mild, pleasant, British voice Bree 

would have liked to hear.  

She glanced up and saw a well-dressed, blond man leaning on a counter near her feet and leering at her. 

ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƳ L ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ 

luckily, not panic.  

The 30-ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊΣ ά¸ƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣέ ƘŜ 

strolled over and smiled smugly in her face.  

ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ LΩƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǘƻǊǘŜŘ ōŜƭƭƛƎŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΦ  

The man shrugged in a sportsmanly way and sauntered up a few stairs to where a control panel of some 

ƪƛƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜŘΣ άCŀƛǊ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ LΩƳ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻƻŘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƘǳƳƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ  

Bree observed that whoever he was, he had an awful lot of bravado, but she felt, with a twinge of dread, 

with good reason.  

άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ Ǌƻōƻǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘΦ ά!ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ 

ǿƛǘƘΣέ ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǇǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  

ά¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜ .ǊŜŜΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ L ŀƳ the aŀǎǘŜǊΣέ ƘŜ ƭŜŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

table she was strapped to.  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘΣ άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΚέ  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ǎƴƻǊǘŜŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƎŜǊŜŘ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ŎƘƛƴΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŎǳǘŜΦέ .ǊŜŜ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎƭŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ 

the face when he said it.  

άbƻǿΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎǘǊǳǘǘŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿƳŀƴ ƻŦ 

a three-ring circus.  

ά²Ŝƭƭ .ǊŜŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎΣ ōǳǘΣ ǳƳΧ LΩƳ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǎŎǊŜŜŎƘŜŘΣ άbƻ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘǎΗέ  



43 

 

άIŀΗ IŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŜΚ !ƴŘ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΣ Ƴȅ Ǌƻōƻǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀƴing upon originally and took 

ǳǇ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΦ ά.ǊŜŜΣ ŀƎŜ ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴΣ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ƭƛƪŜǎΥ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ŘƛǎƭƛƪŜǎΥ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǎƘΣ ŀƭǎƻΣ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎΣ ƻƻƻƘΣέ ƘŜ 

glanced up at her and laughed at her affronted face.  

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƘŀŘ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 

anything else, even if he had the robots, it was still weird hearing all of that personal information recited 

to her by a complete stranger, and not a very nice stranger at that, she gathered.  

άbƻǿΣ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΧέ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƳƻŎƪ ǇŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀƴ 

ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ άhƘΣ ǎƻ ǎƛƭƭȅ ƻŦ ƳŜ L ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘΦ LΩƳ ŜǾƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻrld. So, to do that 

LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΦέ  

άIƻǿΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛƳǇǳƭǎƛǾŜƭȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ǎƴƻǊǘŜŘΣ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ǎǳǇŜǊ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ Ǉƭƻǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ 

ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƳŜΧ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘŜΣ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ bursting in to rescue 

ȅƻǳ ōȅ ƴƻǿΧέ ƘŜ ǇŀǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ  

άhƘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΦ bƻǿΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ōŜƎƛƴ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ 

ǘŜǊǊƻǊΣέ ƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ǎƳŀǊǘƭȅ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ .ree shuddered a little on the inside, 

άL ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ  

LŦ .ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎǊƛƴƎŜŘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ .ǳǘ ŀƭŀǎΣ 

she could only reveal her displeasure with a meek swallow.  

άhƘΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƴƻǿΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ōŀŘΣέ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ƘŜǊΣ ά!ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ 

ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŦ ŀƭƭ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 

ƳŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƎƭƛƳƳŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǘŜŜǘƘ ƛƴ ŀ sexy smile.  

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ƭƛǇ ŎǳǊƭŜŘ ŀ ōƛǘΣ άbƻΣέ ǎƘŜ ŜƴǳƴŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŦƛǊƳƭȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ Ǝƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘΣ ά[ƛŀǊέ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ƻƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǎƪƛƴΣ ƛǘ ǘƛƴƎƭŜŘ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ōǳǘ 

Bree was not softened that easily. No sooner had his breath faded away though, than the Master laid 

assault to her mouth and shortly after there was a sound of a great commotion outside.  

.ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅΣ ǎƘƻŎƪΣ ƛƴǎǳƭǘΣ ƻǊ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ 

was a very passionate kisser, Bree was mostly in denial of this though. Fortunately, someone bursting 

through a robot guarded door distracted her.  

άDŜǘ ƻŦŦ ƘŜǊΗέ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƴƎǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΣ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƭŜǘ ǳǇΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ L ǿƛƭƭΣέ ƘŜ ǎƳƛǊƪŜŘΦ  
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ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΗέ .ǊŜŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƻǾŜǊƧƻȅŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

the woods yet.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ƘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΤ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻƭŘ ŦƻŜΦ ά¸ƻǳΧ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

dead. You died, you died in my arms, I burned your body!έ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƳƛǊƪΦ 

άIƻǿΚΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ȅŜƭƭŜŘΣ ƛƴŦǳǊƛŀǘŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ  

άYƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ŘǊŜŀƳΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜΣ 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘΧ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ Ŧound enough power to regenerate completely. Oh, and you 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƴŜΧέ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎŀŘ ŦŀŎŜΣ άȅƻǳ ŎǊƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚέ  

.ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǳǇƻƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŜƛƴ ǘƘǊƻō ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ 

forehead. She was scared.  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀƭƭΦ ά{ƻ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ 

ƳŜΧ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ LΩƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴΧ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ 

like a game of intergalactic hide-and-ǎŜŜƪ ƻǊ Ψ²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΚΩέ ¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŎŀŎƪƭŜŘ ƳŀŘƭȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǇŀƴǘŜŘΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΧ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ 

ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘŜŀŘΣ I am incarcerating 

ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƎŀǎǇŜŘΣ ά{ƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŀƴƎŜǊ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ǘǳǘ-ǘǳǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΧέ 

He grinned savagely at the Doctor.  

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ .ǊŜŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ŀƴƎŜǊ ƳŜƭǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ 

ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΚέ  

ά!ōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΗέ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǇƻƭƛǘŜƭȅΣ ǎǘǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘŀƛǊǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 

ǇŀƴŜƭΦ άYetΣέ ƘŜ ƘƛǎǎŜŘ as he began to mess about with knobs and buttons.  

The Doctor whipped out the sonic screwdriver and raced for the stairs.  

άIƻƭŘ ƘƛƳΗέ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǎƘŀǊǇƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ǌƻōƻǘǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ 

seized the Doctor. One attempted to sever his hand, but the Doctor released the sonic screwdriver 

before it could cut through the bones.  

ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΗέ .ǊŜŜ ǎŎǊŜŜŎƘŜŘΣ ǎǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘŜǊ ōƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳΦ  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛǘ .ǊŜŜΣ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘΣέ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƭƛp switches on and off.  

Bree ignored him and continued to fight.  

ά.ǊŜŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘΣ ǿƛƴŎƛƴƎ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇ ƎŀǎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǿǊƛǎǘΣ άǎǘƻǇΦ LΩƳ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ 

ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΦέ  
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ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƳ L ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΚέ .ǊŜŜ ǎǉǳŜŀƪŜŘΣ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŀƴƛŎΦ  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŎƘƻǊǘƭŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ά5ƻƛƴƎΧ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨŘƻΩ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΚ LΩƳ 

ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨuseΩΦέ  
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Chapter 16  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎƭŀǊŜŘ ŎƻƭŘƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΣ ά9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΗ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ƘŜǊΗέ  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ άhƘ ƴƻΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΚ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ǘƘƛƴƪΗέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƭŀŎǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ his control panel, and quickly it was turned on and 

ǊŜǾǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ά¸ŜǎΗέ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ǎƳƛǊƪŜŘ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƴǘƭȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƎǊƛǘǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŜǘƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ .ǊŜŜΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ŀ 

sort of hypnosis through you to thŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΚ IƻǿΚ .ǳǘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻΗέ  

άL ƪƴƻǿΣ L ƪƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘŜƭŜǇŀǘƘƛŎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ 

alter the emotions of others, but only very subtly and only with those in close physical proximity. That 

ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŦƻƭŘΦέ  

ά.ǳǘΧ Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘȅǇƴƻǎƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜΚέ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŀǎǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŀǊ ƴƻǿΦ  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ά5ƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘȅ L ƘƻƻƪŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜΚέ ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ 

ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ .ǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

table, identical to hers.  

άhƘ ƎƻŘΧέ .ǊŜŜ ŎƘƻƪŜŘΣ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǿƛŘe eyes.  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ŘƛǎƎǳǎǘŜŘΣ άhƘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ ƴƻ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦέ  

Bree fought terribly to keep a grip on her slipping composure. The Doctor watched on, tortured without 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΣ ά.ǊŜŜΧ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ  

ά.ǳǘ ƘƻǿΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ǿŀǘŜǊȅ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŎǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΣ ά!ƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǊƎŜ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭŜŘ 

between me and the Master, carrying that hypnosis, and then that machine projects the hypnosis 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΚ Iƻǿ Řƻ L ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŀǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ōƛt down on her lip hard, trying to keep the sobs 

inside, though they shuddered against her ribs. 

The Doctor struggled helplessly against the robots, his blood pooling around his shoes as it still trickled 

steadily down his hand.  

The Master groaned and rollŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ά9ƴƻǳƎƘΗ ¢ƘǊŜŜΣ ǘǿƻΣ ƻƴŜΧΗέ ŀƴŘ ōŀƴƎΗ  

¢ƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ƎƭƻǿŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƭǳƻǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ .ǊŜŜΩǎΦ .ǊŜŜ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƘƻŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ {ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻp it, there was 

ƴƻ ǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŀōƭŜ ŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ 

power behind it there was just no way. Two seconds more and she felt the other machine, designed to 
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turn her powers meant for good into the weapons of a maniacal alien dictator, rip through her and now 

she screamed in pain.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŦƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǇǘƻǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ƴƻ ŀǾŀƛƭΦ IŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ .ǊŜŜΩǎ 

body shake from the power being forced through her and heard her screams like those of a prisoner 

being drawn and quartered.  

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΧ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘΦ Wǳǎǘ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴǎŀƴŜ ƻǊ ƘŀǇǇȅΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘ 

ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ǾŀƎǳŜƭȅ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ōƛƭƭōƻŀǊŘ ƻǊ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ƳƛƭŘƭȅ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ sick, it 

was too normal to be sick, and that was the worst part.  

Bree screwed up her eyes tight against the blinding light around her. She tried not to focus on the 

incredible pain of this unnatural thing tearing her apart. Then Bree realized, it was really literally tearing 

her apart. She could feel it; she was dying. Her heart was racing, her head pounding, but her stomach, 

which had been roiling with butterflies, had stopped, her lungs were expanded, but they were 

ǳƴƳƻǾƛƴƎΣ ƘŜǊ ŘƛŀǇƘǊŀƎƳ ŦǊƻȊŜƴΦ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ŀƎƻƴƛȊŜŘ ƳƛƴŘ ŦƭŀƛƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōƭƛƴŘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 

cauƎƘǘ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΦ  

!ǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǾƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴŘ ŎǊǳŜƭƭȅ ǊŜǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜΩŘ 

seen this before.  

Χ 5ƻƴƴŀΣ ŘŜŦŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾǊƻǎΣ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ 

ended up sŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻǊƭŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΧ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƘŜǊƻ ǿŀǎ ƭŜǘƘŀƭ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΧ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 

ŜǊŀǎŜ ƘŜǊ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ƘŀŘ ǘƻΧ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΧ  

Χ aŀǊǘƘŀΣ ƪƴŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ aŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΧ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ȅŜŀǊ 

that never even happened, watching everything die around her and knowing that there was nothing she 

ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƎƻƛƴƎΧ ƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƘŜǊ ǘǊǳǎǘΣ ƘŜǊ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǘΧ  

Χ ²ƻǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ wƻǎŜΧ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ǎŀƛŘ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜΣ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

ŘƛŘΣ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΧ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƛƳΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŀt 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΣ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎŜǊȅ ƘŜ Ǉǳǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΧ  

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƻǎǘΦ 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƘŜǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƻǎŜΧΚ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎΗ  

She gasped suddenly with this epiphany. Her gasp brought her senses back for a moment, the Doctor 

was shouting, the Master was laughing, outside she heard people screaming, or was that her own voice 

echoing? And briefly she could feel herself shuddering violently from the power that was raping her.  

.ǊŜŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊ ōƻŘȅΣ ǎƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΧ ǎƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΧ ǎƘŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ 

ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜŀǊΦ .ǳǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǿŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŘȅƛƴƎ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ƴƻǿΚ bƻΧ ƴƻΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 

to stop shaking! The shaking was enerƎȅ ǿŀǎǘŜŘΣ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΧ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ !ǎ 
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ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƴŜΤ ƘŜǊ ōƻŘȅΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛƴŎǘ ƘŀŘ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ 

in to force the pain away, by any means necessary.  

And the pain was gone! She had made the power double back on itself! She heard the Master screaming 

ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǎƛƴƎΧ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ǎƳŜƭƭŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΦ  

IŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŦƭŜǿ ƻǇŜƴΦ ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΗέ ǎƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘΣ ŜȅŜǎ ōƭǳǊǊŜŘ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘǳǘ ǎƻ ǘƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ 

shutting down, and the smoke that now filled the room.  

άLΩƳ ƘŜǊŜΗέ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘǎ 

self-ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎΦ {ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƛŎ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭǘ ƘŜǊ ƳŜǘŀƭ ōƻƴŘǎ 

being releaǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊΣ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ άLΩƳ ƘŜǊŜΣ LΩƳ ƘŜǊŜΣέ 

he comforted, coughing slightly from the smoke.  

.ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀŘƧǳǎǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΧ ǿƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƘŜ-Κέ  

ά9ǎŎŀǇŜŘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŎƭƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻƴŜǎΣ άǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƳŜΦ .ǳǘ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ 

ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ƴƻǿΣέ ƘŜ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ  

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǿŀƭƪΚέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀƴȄƛƻusly as the machine began to fall apart, setting bits of 

plastic alight.  

.ǊŜŜ ǎƘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΣ άbƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΦέ  

ά¢ǊȅΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘΣ ƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪΦ  

Bree tried her best to shuffle her feet forward and they made it to the door just in time before the 

machine exploded shrapnel everywhere. They then proceeded awkwardly to an elevator, which the 

Doctor aided with the sonic screwdriver.  

ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƴΚέ .ǊŜŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘΣ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘΦ  

ά¦ƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ Iƻǿ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦέ  

άtǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘςέ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŀƭǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŎǊŀǎƘ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΦ  

ά{ƻǊǊȅΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ άǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ŘƻǿƴΦέ  

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ Ŧŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά{ǎǎǳǊŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎƭǳǊǊŜŘΦ  

άhƘ ƴƻΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƻƴŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΧέ ƘŜ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǊƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘǊŀƎ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ IŜ ǎŀǘ ƘŜǊ Řƻǿƴ 

carefully on a concrete step and pulled out the sonic screwdriver to check her eyes.  

Bree swayed and looked about blearily, she could make out people walking about, some of them 

ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΧ ƘŀŘ ǎƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ done it?  

ά¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŀŦŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ  
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ά²ƘŀǘΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǎƘŀǊǇƭȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǇŜŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΦ  

ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŀŦŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ  

ά¸ŜǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦƛƴŜΣέ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ .ǊŜŜ 

anxiously.  

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǊŜŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ōƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ ά¢ƘŜƴ L ŘƛŘ ƛǘΣ L ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǇŀǳǎŜŘΣ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻƻƪ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎƻŦǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ά¸Ŝǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΣέ ƘŜ ƳǳǊƳǳǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 
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Chapter  17 

Bree tried to smile back, but her abdomen suddenly had spasms of pain and Bree doubled over, 

moaning keenly.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǿƻƻǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ  

άtŀƛƴΧ LΧ ǘƘƛƴƪΧ ƳȅΧ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴǎΧ ŀǊŜΧ ǎƘǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΣέ ǎƘŜ ǇŀƴǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƨƻƭǘǎ ƻŦ Ǉain.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣ ȅƻǳ ςέ  

άLΩƳ ŘȅƛƴƎΗέ ǎƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘΦ  

The Doctor heaved a few breaths and attempted to pick her up to move her into the TARDIS, and after a 

few attempts, Bree could hobble enough to make it to the TARDIS.  

The Doctor let her collapse on the floor of the TARDIS, the stabs of pain had subsided, but Bree was 

definitely not getting any better. He pulled out his stethoscope and listened to her heart and lungs.  

ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎΗέ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΣ άŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΦέ  

άL ƪƴƻǿΧέ .ǊŜŜ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƘƻŀǊǎŜƭȅΦ  

ά.ǊŜŜΧέ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ  

άL ƪƴƻǿΣ L ƪƴƻǿΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΣ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ  

The Doctor leapt to the TARDIS controls and geared them for the one place he thought Bree needed to 

ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ άLΩƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƘƻƳŜΦέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΚΗέ ǎƘŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘǊƛŜƪΣ ōǳǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ŎƻǳƎƘƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳΦ  

ά.ǊŜŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ bƻ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŎƻǳƭŘΧέ  

ά¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΗ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘǳƳŀƴΗέ  

ά¢ƘŜȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΗέ  

.ǊŜŜ ƎƭŀǊŜŘ ŘŜŦƛŀƴǘƭȅ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘΦ !ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ LΩƳ ƛƴΚ LŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ L ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǿǊŜŎƪ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ 

symptoms, bǳǘ LΩƳ ŘȅƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŀƭƛŜƴ ǎŜƴǎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ-ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘΗέ IŜǊ Ǌŀƴǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

coughing fit, this time the Doctor saw the red on her hands.  

He said nothing, but coldly continued to man the TARDIS, it landed.  



51 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ my family now. My species is gone, my planet is gone, you 

ƪƴƻǿ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜΣέ ƘŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŎǊŀŎƪŜŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ ǿŀǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ ōƻŘȅ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

inside out.  
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Chapter  18  

Bree sat trembling on the floor of the TARDIS. The Doctor turned slowly towards her, a wealth of pity in 

Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŜǇ ŘŀǊƪ ŜȅŜǎΦ ά.ǊŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǎƻŦǘƭȅΣ άŎƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅΦέ  

ά5ƻƴΩǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎƴŀǇǇŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊȅ ŜȅŜǎ ōƭƛƴŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦŀǊ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  

The Doctor, undaunted, continued to approach in ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ 

with more force.  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ L ǎŀƛŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ƪŜŜǇ ƘŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ ƴŜȄǘ ƘŜǊ 

tear-induced, wavering voice faltered into a whisper. She drew in a deep breath, nearly choking on it.  

IŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǊ ƘŜǊ ƴƻǿΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴƻ-argument-option voice.  

ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ 5hbΩ¢Ηέ ƴƻǿ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳΦ IŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōƭŀȊŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘƛǎΣ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŘŜŀŘΣ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΦ άbƻ ƳƻǊŜΣέ ƘŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǿŀǾŜǊŜŘΣ άȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƴƻ 

ƳƻǊŜΦέ !ŘǊŜƴŀƭƛƴŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƻƴΣ ƘŜŀǊǘ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ Ŧŀǎǘer that her blood cells could be pumped, she rose up 

to stand, even though her legs could no more have carried her than a feather, so she clung to the 

TARDIS walls.  

άbƻ ƳƻǊŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜǎΣ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ 

Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎΣ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜƭŦ-denial and self-sacrifice, no more wishing things undone 

ƻǊ ǊŜŘƻƴŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜΦέ .ǊŜŜ ǇŀǳǎŜŘ ǘo take in another breath to continue her speech, her 

jaw clenched and unclenched and tried to readjust itself to deliver the next set of words, words that she 

ƪƴŜǿ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ  

ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ƴŜǾŜr leaving you, I am never going to let you hurt yourself ever again and when you fall 

LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ Řǳǎǘ ȅƻǳ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ōƭƻƻŘȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōƻǘƘ ŘƛŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

understand that Doctor, you have to, or everything will have been worthless, at least I will have been 

ǿƻǊǘƘƭŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŘŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪΦ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ L ƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ LΩŘ ǎŀȅΤ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƻo thick-ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ  

She swallowed weakly with a gasp as tears threatened worse than ever at her severely weakened state, 

she knew that the ǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƭƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎΣ ά!ƴŘ ǎŎǊŜǿ ŘȅƛƴƎΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

laugh for him, but it came out as an exhausted kind of snort. She groaned and slid to the floor, moaning 

again she curled into a ball there, arms crossed protectively over her abdomen.  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎǊƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊΣ ά.ǊŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ǇƭŜŀŘŜŘ ǎƻŦǘƭȅΦ  
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άIǳǎƘΣέ ǎƘŜ ŎƘŀǎǘƛǎŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ άLΩƳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ 

ƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅΚέ  

άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛȄ ƛǘ .ǊŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊŜŘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴŀǳŘƛōƭȅΦ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅΚέ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘΦ  

ά{ŎǊŜǿ ŘȅƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ  

ά9ȄŀŎǘƭȅΣ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛǘΚ L ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΧέ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜƭƛŘǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛƎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ 

fought thŜƳ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ {ƘŜ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΦέ  

ά²Ƙŀǘ .ǊŜŜΚέ  

ά5Ωȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΚ ¢ƻ Ƴȅ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΣ L ƳŜŀƴΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǿƘƛƭŜΣέ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǎŀŘƭȅΦ  

ά.ŀƭŘŜǊŘŀǎƘΣ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƴȅ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ void. I just really think I need to go home, 

ƭƛƪŜ LΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΦέ  

ά[ƛƪŜ ǿƘŀǘΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ  

ά¢!w5L{Σέ .ǊŜŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ  

άwƛƎƘǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǊŜŦƭŜȄŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-seasoned TARDIS pilot, the Doctor kicked her into 

ƎŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǇƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ά/ΩƳƻƴ ¢!w5L{Σέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊƛƴƎƭȅΣ άŦƻǊ 

.ǊŜŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦέ  

Bree would have been annoyed with him for insisting on making a big deal out of this, but was too weak 

to do more than breathe, which worried the Doctor into a frenzy of action.  

ά¸ŜǎΗέ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ .ǊŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ 

her.  

άaƳƳΧέ ǎƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ  

άbƻǿ ǳǇ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜΣέ ŀƴŘ he gently, but quickly hoisted her up.  

άhƘ ƴƻΣέ ǎƘŜ ƳƻŀƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōƻŘȅ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻǇǇƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎƭǳǘŎƘŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ άIŜŀŘ ǊǳǎƘΣέ ǎƘŜ ƳƻŀƴŜŘΣ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛȊȊȅΦ  

ά²ŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ȅƻǳΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǊƳ ŦƛǊmly around her back, the other pulling her 

hair away from her face as her head tipped down to rebalance itself.  

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ƛŘŜŀΣ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ƎǊƻŀƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƘŜŦǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

TARDIS door urgently, time, was always, but now especially, of the essence. He snapped his way out 
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ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ƛǘ ƳŀƴǳŀƭƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ŀ ōƭŀȊŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘƛŘŜ ƻŦ 

bright, warm sea water, illuminating everything within the TARDIS, but it was not painful, it was 

comforting.  

.ǊŜŜ ƘŜŀǾŜŘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘΣ ά²ŀǊƳΣέ ǎƘŜ ƳǳǊƳǳǊŜŘΣ άǎƻ ǿŀǊƳΦέ {ƘŜ ƎŀȊŜŘ ōƭƛƴŘƭȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƴŜŎƪΦ  

άLΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻ ŎƻƭŘΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ άōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎΧ ǿŀǊƳǘƘΦέ And she leaned out towards it, 

like a small child trying to reach a fuzzy animal at the zoo, just out of reach. The Doctor set her on her 

own feet then, but kept a supportive arm around her back, as she let her arm slide down around his 

waist.  

άIƻƳŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘΦ {ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ 

reach, but he protectively kept her there and she let him.  

ά²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǿŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ  

άbƻǿΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άǿŜΩǊŜ ŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦέ  

ά.ǳǘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƳŜ ²ŀǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΦ  

άLǘ ǿŀǎΣέ ƘŜ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŜŘΣ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ōƻǊƴΣ ŀ ǎǘŀǊ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳǘƘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǳǇŜǊƴƻǾŀΣ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ǎƘƛŜƭŘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅΦέ IŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ 

ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  

BreeΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ŦŜƭƭ ƻǇŜƴΣ άbŜǿΧ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΣ ǎǘŀǊΦ bŜǿ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƘǊǳƎƎŜŘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦέ  

ά²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŎƪΧ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŘȅƛƴƎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƛƭŜŘΣ άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŘȅƛƴƎΦέ  

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƭƛǘ ǳǇ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜr than the baby star around them. Bree ran to him and leapt up to wrap 

her arms around his neck and bury her face in the soft spot of his collarbone. The Doctor held her close, 

ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊ ǎǿƛǊƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƛǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘΣ Ψ! ƴŜǿ ǎǘŀǊΣΩ ƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ Ψŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǘŀǊǘΦΩ 
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Chapter  19 

.ǊŜŜ ǎǘƛŦŦŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƎǊŀǎǇΦ IŜ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ Ǌƻƭƭ ōŀŎƪΦ ά.ǊŜŜΗέ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘΣ 

shocked. He rushed her into the TARDIS and carefully laid her down and whipped out his stethoscope.  

Her heart was faltering, beating irregularly, her breathing constricted. The Doctor flew around the 

TARDIS, sending it into flight, seemingly forgotten that it could not run very far. He immediately 

ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ Ǝƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ άaŀǊǘƘŀΚ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦέ  

ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΗ bƻΣ ōǳǘ L Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ǉǳƛŎƪΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ  

άaŀǊǘƘŀΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ŦŀǎǘΗέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΣ ǿƘȅΚέ  

ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳŀ ŀƴŘ L ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦέ  

ά/ƻƳŀΗ aȅ ƎƻŘΣ ōǳǘΧ ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΚ {ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘΧέ  

ά¸ŜǎΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƘǳƳŀƴΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΦ  

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ¢ƻǊŎƘǿƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜƴΚέ  

ά¢ƻǊŎƘǿƻƻŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŦƻǊΚ ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƛƭƭ ŀƭƛŜƴǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇΦέ  

άbƻΣ ƴƻΣ ƴƻΗ LǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ !ƴŘ L ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ¢ƻǊŎƘǿƻƻŘ ƴƻǿΣ ƛƴ /ŀǊŘƛŦŦΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΦ .ǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  

ά²ƘŀǘΚΗ ²ƻǊƪ ŦƻǊΧΚ hƘΣ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜΦ IƻƭŘ ƻƴΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƻƴΦέ IŜ ǎƴŀǇǇŜŘ 

the phone shut and quickly banged the TARDIS in the direction of the 21st century before he missed the 

off-ramp.  

In just a fŜǿ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǾǿƻǊǇ ǾǿƻǊǇΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢!w5L{ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊŎƘǿƻƻŘΦ  

άIŜΩǎ ƘŜǊŜΣέ aŀǊǘƘŀ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŀŎƪ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ {ƘŜ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪ 

dashed upstairs.  

The Doctor panted, leaning heavily on the TARDIS console. The TARDIS groaned unhappily.  

άL ƪƴƻǿΣ L ƪƴƻǿΣέ ƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΣ άLΩƭƭ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ .ǊŜŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻΧέ ƘŜ 

caught his breath and went over to pick up Bree, just as a heavy knocking sounded at the door.  

άLƴ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΗέ ƘŜ ǎhouted, carefully walking towards the door.  

ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΗέ aŀǊǘƘŀ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΦ 



56 

 

Chapter  20  

ά²ŀǘŎƘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΗέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ŀǎ .ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŀŎƻƳōǎ 

of Torchwood. Martha, Jack, and the Doctor carried the smallish girl while Ianto and Gwen held doors 

and got things out of the way so that Bree could be laid on the medical bed in short order and relative 

comfortableness.  

Eventually, Bree got laid there and all the necessary needles were injected. 

άIŜǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǊŀǘŜΩǎ ŜǊǊŀǘƛŎΣέ aŀǊǘƘŀ ǿƛƴŎŜŘΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴǎ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ 

ƘŜǊΚέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ōǊƻƻŘŜŘ ŀƴƎǊƛƭȅ ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎǳǇōƻŀǊŘΣ άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΧέ 

ά²ƘŀǘΩŘ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΚέ aŀǊǘƘŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘΦ 

άaŀǊǘƘŀΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣέ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ seriously, his patience as thin as his beard. 

ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ 

ά¦ƳΣ WŀŎƪΚέ DǿŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŎŀǳǘƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ 

άDǿŜƴΣέ WŀŎƪ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά/ƻǳƭŘ ǿŜΧ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ Lŀƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ L Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƪƛƴŘƭȅΦ Gwen had no idea what had 

happened to this girl, but she knew she was young, too young to be in this condition. 

WŀŎƪ ǎƘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ άbƻΧ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΣ ōǳǘ ǿŀƛǘΣέ ƘŜ ŜȄƘŀƭŜŘ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ, also feeling for the 

girl and the Doctor, knowing how he could beat himself up with guilt. 

άWŀŎƪΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΦ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΚέ WŀŎƪ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΦ 

άLΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǊŜǿΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ 

ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ DǿŜƴ /ƻƻǇŜǊΣ DǿŜƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΦέ 

άIƻǿΩŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ǎƛǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ 

άbƻ ǎƛǊǎΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜǇǊƛƳŀƴŘŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅΦ 

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Lŀƴǘƻ WƻƴŜǎΣ LŀƴǘƻΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣέ WŀŎƪ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ƎŜǎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Lŀƴǘƻ ǘƻ ŘǊŀƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǿŀȅ 

from the coffee maker long enough to shake hands with the Doctor. 
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άIŜƭƭƻ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣέ Lŀƴǘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜŜǇΣ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ-of-fact voice. 

άΩ[ƻ LŀƴǘƻΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΦ 

άWŀŎƪ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣέ DǿŜƴ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

άIŀǎ ƘŜΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŦƛȄŜŘ WŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƭƻƻƪΦ 

Jack ŎǊŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƴ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘ ƎǊƛƴΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΧέ 

ά!ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣέ DǿŜƴ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƭƛŜΦ 

ά!ƘΧέ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ άǿŜƭƭΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΧέ 

άbƻǘ ƳǳŎƘΚ You call saving the world mulǘƛǇƭŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘΚέ WŀŎƪ ǎƘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

άaǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΚέ DǿŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ 5ŀƭŜƪ ŀǊƳȅ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘΣέ WŀŎƪ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘΣ ά!ǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 

ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘŀƴƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎǊŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ .ǳŎƪƛƴƎƘŀƳ tŀƭŀŎŜΦέ 

άYƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΣέ Lŀƴǘƻ Ŏŀlled from afar, the tea and coffee being almost made. 

ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭŜŦǘΣ ƘŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻƻΣέ WŀŎƪ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

aŀǊǘƘŀ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨƘƻǿΩǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΚΩ ƭƻƻƪΦ 

ά²ƘŀǘΩŘ ȅƻu meanΚέ DǿŜƴ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀǎ Lŀƴǘƻ ŎŀƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎΦ 

ά¦ƘΧέ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΣ άƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣέ 

he sipped his mug of tea from Ianto. 

άhƘΣ L ǎŜŜΧέ DǿŜƴ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ WŀŎƪ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 

ά{ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƛǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘŜŀƳ ¢ƻǊŎƘǿƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘΣ ƎŀȊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ άL 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŎǊŜǿ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦέ 

ά²Ŝ ŘƛŘΣέ Lŀƴǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ 

ά{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊΧ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŘƛŜŘΣέ WŀŎƪ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ 

The Doctor nodded quietly and drank more tea. 

άhƪŀȅΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŜŘ ƴƻǿΣέ aŀǊǘƘŀ ōǊƻƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΦ 

άhƘ ƎǊŜŀǘΣέ WŀŎƪ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜŘΣ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴǎΦ 
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The Doctor smiled proudly aǘ aŀǊǘƘŀΣ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ aŀǊǘƘŀΦέ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛƎ ƎƭƛǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƎǊƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ 

lips had almost forgotten. 

άbƻǿΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΧέ WŀŎƪ ōŜƎŀƴΦ 

The Doctor exhaled ōǊƛŜŦƭȅΣ άL ƪƴƻǿΧέ ƘŜ ǎŜǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳǳƎ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ άƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΦέ 

ά²I!¢ΚΗέ WŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘƘŀ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǳƴƛǎƻƴΦ 

ά{ƻǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘΧ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΚέ Lŀƴǘƻ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ 

ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ Then, seeing their faces, noted that Jack really ƘŀŘƴΩǘ told 

them anything. άLΩƳ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƛŜƴ that can see time and I travel through time and 

space in my TARDIS, that big blue box outside. ¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΧ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŜǾƛƭ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘ, Jack and Martha 

helped me fight him oƴŎŜΦέ 

This seemed to cover the back-story. 

ά¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘȅǇƴƻǘƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ Anyone get a 

ǎŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƘŜŀŘŀŎƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ 

Everyone murmured in agreement. 

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ .ǊŜŜΦέ 

άIŀƴƎ ƻƴΣέ WŀŎƪ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘΣ άƘƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΚ Unless Bree has some kind of telepathic field, 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǿŀȅΧέ 

ά{ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎΦέ 

Everyone was lost. 

ά.ǊŜŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘǳƳŀƴΣέ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǊΣ άǎƘŜΩǎ ŀƴ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ alien designed to feel 

what other people feel. Say, if I felt angry right now, Bree would feel angry too. And, to a narrow extent, 

it works both ways. Empathizers can dampen or impassion feelings, but not control. The Master 

somehow managed not only to bring himself back, but also designed a machine that would heighten 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴŘǎΦέ 

άL ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘΣέ aŀǊǘƘŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ άL ƳŜŀƴΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘΦ He refused to regenerate and you 

burned his body, how on earth could ƘŜ ōŜ ōŀŎƪΚέ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǳƴŦŀǘƘƻƳŀōƭŜΦ 
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ά{ƻΧ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƻƎǳŜ ¢ƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻǎŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΚέ WŀŎƪ 

added uneasily. 

ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ ŜȄǇƭƻŘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻnly time enough for me to get Bree out, I 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƘƛƳΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƳŜǘ ŘŀǊƪ ŜȅŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ WŀŎƪΩǎ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ƻƴŜǎΦ 

ά¢ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘǘŀ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀƴΣέ Jack was ready to mount up. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘΦ It 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜΣέ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

unlikely, though hopeful option. 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎΧ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎΚέ DǿŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ōŜŦǳŘŘƭŜŘΦ 

ά²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ Ŏomes time for a Time Lord to die, their DNA rewrites itself to keep them alive. As a result our 

physical structure changes, everything, but our brains. ²Ŝ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘΦ 

ά{ƻΧ ȅƻǳΩǊŜΣ ǿƘŀǘΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΚέ DǿŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ the idea laughable. 

άbƻΦ Time Lords are not immortal, but we live for a very long time, depending on how long the 

regenerations last. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

Everyone thought about this.  

ά¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ .ǊŜŜ ǘƘŜƴΣέ aŀǊǘƘŀ surmised. 

άbƻΣ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΧ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻΣέ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ŘǊƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ .ǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ƎŀȊŜ 

followed. 

ά{ƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘŜƭŜǇŀǘƘȅ ƻƴǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘΧ ǘƘŜ 

ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΣέ ƘŜ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ άƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘΧ She made me take her to the planet of the Empathizers. It had been destroyed in the Time War, 

actually, but there was a star being born there. And, I suppose, some residual healing powers left from 

ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΧ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŜƛȊǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿΣ 

ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳŀΦέ  

ά¢ƘŀǘΧ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ǎŜƴǎŜΣέ Lŀƴǘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ 

άbƻΧ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ humor back at everyone. 

They waited patiently for him to tell it. 

ά.ǊŜŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŜƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ȅŜǘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƳŀȅōŜ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣέ ƘŜ ǇŀǳǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜd him, 

ά9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜ ƭƻŎƪΧ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ƻŦ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
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ά²ŀƛǘΧ ǘƘŜǎŜ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎΚέ 

Gwen pieced together. 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƴƻŘŘŜŘΣ ά9ȄŎŜǇǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ΨǘƘŜǎŜΩΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ΨǘƘƛǎΩΦέ 

ά{ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜΚέ WŀŎƪ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘΦ 

άIŜǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴ ƛǘΧ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪƛƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

survive, a bit like Superman. !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘƻƳƛƴƛŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴΣ ǎƻƳŜ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

even achieved full Empathetic state. aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƘŜǊŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 

Doctor shrugged. 

ά²ŜƭƭΧ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΣέ aŀǊǘƘŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ 

ǘƘǊŜŀŘΣ άǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŀ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƘǊǳƎƎŜŘ ǘƻƻΣ ά!ƭƭ L 

Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƘŜǊ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΦέ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƴƻŘŘŜŘΣ άL ƪƴƻǿΦέ 

~ 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΣ .ǊŜŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ǊŜŜled. 

Pain, suffering, anger, rage, sadness, tragedy, happiness, ecstasy, fear, distraction, desperation, 

ƳŀŘƴŜǎǎΣ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΧ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ And above all: boredom.  

It was overwhelming! A never-ending sea of feelings, so many feelings, none of which were her own! 

Where was she? Who was she? She was lost out there, somewhere, by herself. Her brain was so 

overloaded with the vast and varying cacophony of all the voices in the universe yelling at her, at only 

her.  

And who was she, anyway? 

She coulŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ IŜǊ ƳƛƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǇŜŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜΩŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎΣ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΧ ǎƘŜ ƎŀǎǇŜŘ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅΣ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŦƭŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǊ ǇŀƴƛŎ ƻŦ 

knowing nothing! But she was blind too, the light was too strong, her eyes darted all over, to quick to 

ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ōƭǳǊǊŜŘ ŦŀŎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΧ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

darkness. 

Slowly, so, so slowly, her mind began to rebuild itself, take back its functionality and its memories from 

the abyss. And even more slowly than that, the painful chaos of the warring voices subsided, almost 

imperceptibly, and she began to know herself again. Feel her heart beat and her lungs expand and know 

that she was there, solid, wherever ΨthereΩ was, and that she belonged to herself.  
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Chapter  21  

Gasp! 

άLǎ ǎƘŜ ŀǿŀƪŜΚ .ǊŜŜΗέ  

Voices. Above her. Calling to her.  

Bree blinked slowly, trying to give her eyes time to adjust from the endless darkness for so long. At last, 

she could open her eyes without tears blurring out everything, she stared up at the faces above her, 

many unfamiliar, and one, so very, very not. 

ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦŀŎŜΦ 

ά.ǊŜŜΣέ ƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ άȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΗέ 

{ƘŜ ƴƻŘŘŜŘΣ άLΩƳ ŦƛƴŜΣ LΩƳ ōŀŎƪΦέ Then she reached out to hug him. 

ά9ŀǎȅΣ ŜŀǎȅΣέ ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǊŜǇǊƛƳŀƴŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ǳǇΣ άǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǎƭƻǿΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ 

ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

άIƻǿ ƭƻƴƎΣ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΚέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻΦ 

ά! ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣέ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦ Bree located this voice much more effectively, it was the 

ƻƴƭȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘΦ Bree knew a little better.  

She cocked her head at the strapping black-ƘŀƛǊŜŘ ƳŀƴΣ ά/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ WŀŎƪ IŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ 

curiously. 

ά¸ŜŀƘΧ ƘƻǿΩŘ ǎƘŜ ƪƴƻǿ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΚέ ƘŜ ƎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

The Doctor looked like he had no idea, because he had no idea. 

άLǘΩǎΧ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎΦ 

άL ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǎƭƻǿΣέ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘǎƪ-ed again. Cool hands forced Bree to lean back on a stack 

of pillows. 

.ǊŜŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ άhƘΗέ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿΣ άa-Martha. aŀǊǘƘŀ WƻƴŜǎΣέ ǎƘŜ 

smiled slightly. 

aŀǊǘƘŀ ǎǘŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ .ǊŜŜΣ άhƪŀȅ ƴƻǿΣ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 

Bree snorted a little, closing he eyes again. 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΚέ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ 
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άbƻΣέ .ǊŜŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜƭȅΦ {ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǳǇΣ άǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 

DǿŜƴ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōŜŘΣ άDǿŜƴ /ƻƻǇŜǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΦ 

ά.ǊŜŜΧ ǳƳΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ 

ά5ƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƘŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΚέ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƭŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŎƘƛƳŜŘ ƛƴΦ 

άL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƧǳǎǘΣ ŦƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ And 

ƳƛƎƘǘ L ŀǎƪ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΚέ ǎƘŜ smartly retorted. 

Lŀƴǘƻ ǎƘŜŜǇƛǎƘƭȅ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ άLŀƴǘƻ WƻƴŜǎΦέ 

άIƛ LŀƴǘƻΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƭȅΣ άǎƻΧ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚέ 

ά!ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣέ WŀŎƪ 

examined her curiously. 

ά²ŀǘŎƘ ƛǘΣ WŀŎƪΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ 

ά²ƘŀǘΩŘ L ŘƻΚέ WŀŎƪ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜΦ 

ά{ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ WŀŎƪΧέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŘǊȅƭȅΦ 

άL ǿŀǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƴƻ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎΗέ WŀŎƪ ǎŎƻŦŦŜŘΣ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘΦ 

.ǊŜŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΧέ 

ά/ƻǳƭŘ we at least start with how she knows who we are? Then I can work that cheekiness right out of 

ƘŜǊΣέ ƘŜ ǿƛƴƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ .ǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƛƴΦ 

.ǊŜŜ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ WŀŎƪΦ .ǳǘΣ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΧ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ L Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛǘ 

out, ŀƴȅǿŀȅΧέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜǿ ƘŜǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ άL ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ L Ǝƻǘ 

ƘŜǊŜΧ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΧΚέ 

ά¢ƻǊŎƘǿƻƻŘΣέ DǿŜƴ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘΦ 

ά¢ƘŀƴƪǎΦ IŜΩǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΚέ 

Everyone nodded. 

άhƪŀȅΧ ǎƻΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƳŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ōƛƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ chemistry as an Empathizer and putting 

me through incredible physical and mental pain, the Empathizer in me began to react, rapidly. And when 

things in biology happen rapidly, they tend to screw up, so I was telepathic for a few moments while 

going througƘ ǎǳōƭƛƳŜ ŀƎƻƴȅΧέ .ǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƎƘŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ǾƻŎŀƭ ŎƘƻǊŘǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

month were unused to so many words at once. 
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ά²ŜƭƭΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŘ ƳƛƴŘǎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΧ ŀƴŘ L ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎΦέ 

Everyone looked at the Doctor. 

ά²ƘŀǘΚέ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ 

ά¦Ƙ ƘǳƘΧ ǿith all the pain I was going through, my mind needed to cling to something, you were the 

only thing there. L ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΧ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣέ .ǊŜŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜŘΣ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǳǇǎŜǘ ƘƛƳΦ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŘǳƳōŦƻǳƴŘŜŘΣ ά{ŀǿΧ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΚέ ƘŜ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ǎǘƛƭl confused. 

άL ǎŀǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΧ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 

memories tend to run all together, so much tied into one. Namely, I saw Donna, and Martha, and Rose. I 

saw Jack too because he was associated with all of ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ seeΚέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƻŀǊǎŜƭȅΦ 

.ǊŜŜ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ άLΧ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜƛǊΧ ŜƴŘƛƴƎǎΣ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΦ L ǎŀǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΧ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣέ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ǘŜŀǊ Ǌŀƴ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŜŜƪ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƭƻǿΦ άLΩƳ ǎƻΣ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ǿƛǇŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ 

ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǎǘƻǇ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΦ 

Martha had her turn back away from the Doctor and asked her to rest for awhile; if she needed anything 

she could ask Ianto for it. After that she grabbed the Doctor and Jack, took them off to one side, and 

gave them a good chewing out for putting her through that so soon after her coma. 

Bree had stopped crying and instead focused on feeling the emotions in the room, she was a little hurt 

by the fear she sensed from everyone. 

άLŀƴǘƻΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ 

άIƳƳΚέ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪed up at her. 

ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΚέ 

ά!ŦǊŀƛŘΚ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ ƘŜ denied the statement and drew his chair closer 

to her. 

ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΧ L Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ƻǊ 

that ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΧ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎΦ ²ƘȅΚέ ǎƘŜ ǎƴƛŦŦŜŘΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭǳƳǇ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦ 

άLΧέ Lŀƴǘƻ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ .ǊŜŜΧ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿŜŀƪ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ 

ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛȊŜǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ expect. All we know is that you suffered 

ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ 

use you again. !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΧ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΦέ 
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BrŜŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΦ {ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ǎŀŘƭȅΣ άL ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ 

ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƘŜƴΧ L ƘŀǘŜ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜΗέ ǎƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜŎƘŜŘΣ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊȅ ŜȅŜǎ ǳǇ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŎŜƛƭƛƴƎΣ άL ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻΧ ƘŜƭǇƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊǊȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊ ƴƻǎŜΣ 

trying very hard not to sob. 

Lŀƴǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƘŜǊΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōǳǊŘŜƴΣ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ ¢Ǌȅ ǘƻΧ ŎŀƭƳ ŘƻǿƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

really not so bad. ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣέ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘΦ 

.ǊŜŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ά¸ŜŀƘΧ L ƎǳŜǎǎΦ [ƻƻƪΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎƻΧέ 

άbƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀȅΧέ 

.ǊŜŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩΣ άLŀƴǘƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ fineΦέ 

άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ anythingΧέ ƘŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǊƛǎƛƴƎΦ 

ά/ƻǳƭŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΚέ ǎƘŜ requested. 

Ianto took off like a flash for water. 

Bree sighed again, and tried to relax into the pillows. 

άCŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ƪƛŘΚέ WŀŎƪ ŀǎƪŜŘ ōǊǳǎǉǳŜƭȅΦ Jack had that rough kind of kindness that was so tender 

on the inside, but was so blunt on the outer edge. Bree loved it. 

.ǊŜŜ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǇǎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΣ ά.ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘΚ A hippopotamus with a toothache? tǊƻōŀōƭȅΦέ 

WŀŎƪ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΚΩ 

.ǊŜŜΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻƻŘ ŜǾŀǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŀǎǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƎƘΣ άLŦ L ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

to ƎƛǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘΦέ 

Jack put his hands up mock-ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅΣ άWǳǎǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΦέ 

.ǊŜŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ άL ǎŜƴǘ Lŀƴǘƻ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΧ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ƎƭŀŎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜƭǘ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳΦέ 

άaƳƳΧ ǎƻΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŀǘŜǊΧέ ƘŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉuestion unasked. 

ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŀŎƪΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚέ ǎƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ άLΩƳ ŦƛƴŜΧ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

believe that, you can distract yourself by telling me about Torchwood. I gleaned a little from the Doctor, 

but it was very, very not ƎƻƻŘΧέ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ƎǊǳŘƎŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ ƘƛƳΧ ²ŜΩǊŜ ¢ƻǊŎƘǿƻƻŘΦ Aliens come through 

ǘƘŜ ǊƛŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

ά²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎΣέ .ǊŜŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΣ ƭƻǳŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ WŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊΦ 
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IŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŜŜƪȅΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚ True enough though, mostly we have to kill 

ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜΧ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŀŎƪΦέ 

άIƳƳΧ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ-ǇŀŎƪŜŘ Ƨƻō ǘƘŜƴΚέ 

άhƘ ȅŜŀƘΣ ƎǳƴǎΣ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǿƻǊŘ-ŦƛƎƘǘΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǘΣέ WŀŎƪ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǘŜǊƻŘŀŎǘȅƭ 

swept overhead. 

ά!ƴŘΧ Ƙƻǿ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ 

ά¦ƳΧ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 

άbƻǘ ŀƭƛŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǎ ƛǘΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ 

άhƪŀȅΣ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ /ŀǊŘƛŦŦ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ŀΦΦΦέ 

άwƛŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ȅŜŀƘΣ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

ά{ƻ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ Lŀƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǘΦέ 

άbƛŎŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ƴƻŘŘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ 

ά¸ƻǳǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΣέ Lŀƴǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ LŀƴǘƻΣέ .ǊŜŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ 

άIƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƭŀŎƛŜǊΚέ WŀŎƪ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ .ǊŜŜ ǎǇƛƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƛƎƎƭƛƴƎΦ 
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Chapter  22 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŘŀȅΗέ .ǊŜŜ ǎŀƴƎ loudly.  

Over the following month, Bree regained all of her lost muscle tone and stamina, as well as learned 

several useful techniques about alien capture, destruction, and clean-up. She and Jack became 

something like the trouble twins and would often sing loudly together, but well. Apparently nice pipes 

were an Empathizer bonus. 

The Doctor watched her, made sure she was taken care of and developed correctly. He would go out 

from time to time, notes on psychic paper and such, or the TARDIS would groan for a ride, but stayed 

close mostly. Now that she was up to full strength in every sense, having helped train her alien powers 

as well as he could, it was decision time. 

ά.ǊŜŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊΦ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣέ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀƴŘŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΧέ .ǊŜŜ ǎŜƴǎŜŘ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘΣ ƘŜǊ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ά5ƻŎǘƻǊΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ǳǇΣ ǿƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ 

ά.ǊŜŜΧ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΦέ 

ά[ŜŀǾŜΚ You mean for awhile, right? A trip? {ŀȅ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊƛǇΚέ she searched his eyes, in 

denial of what she could feel. 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǳǇΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΦ 

άbƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΗ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘΧΗ L ŎŀƴΩǘΧ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΧέ ǎƘŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ Ŧŀǎǘ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊ 

cheeks in her wild panic. 

ά.ǊŜŜΧ ƘǳǎƘΣ LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƘƻƳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΗέ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴƎǊƛƭȅΣ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǘǳƭŀƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅΧέ 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΗ I want to see the giant universe that I feel! I can never stop feeling it, so why 

ŎŀƴΩǘ L ǎŜŜ ƛǘΚ {Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΧ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ōŜƎƎŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǎƭƻǿƛƴƎΦ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŘŜōŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǿƘƛƭŜΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΚέ 

{ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƳƛƭŜΣ άtƭŜŀǎŜΧέ 
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The Doctor leaned back and looked down his nose at her, then offered his hand. And like every other 

companion, they ran. 


